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A  SERVICE  OF 

NBC'S  NEW  WEEKEND  RADIO  PLAN  APPROVED  BY  AFFILIATES 
EXECUTIVE  AND  STUDY  COMMITTEES 

NBC’s  new  weekend  radio  plan;  a  dramatic  new  concept  in  radio 
network  programming  adapted  to  modern  conditions  was  approved  yesterday 
by  the  Radio  Affiliates’  Executive  Committee  and  the  Affiliates*  Study 
Committee  and  recommended  by  the  committees  for  approval  by  all 
affiliates . 

Sylvester  L,  Weaver  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  and  Robert  W. 
Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President,  headed  a  group  of  NBC  executives 
who  revealed  the  new  programming  plans  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
the  Study  Committee  of  the  NBC  Radio  Network  affiliates  which  met 
jointly  here  yesterday. 

Complete  details  of  the  new  plan  will  be  presented  individu¬ 
ally  to  all  stations  in  the  future, 

"The  committees  believe  the  proposal  represents  a  forward- 
looking  plan  of  affirmative  action  and  recommends  favorable  consider¬ 
ation  by  all  affiliates,"  the  group  stated  in  a  telegram  to  all  NBC 

% 

affiliates , 

Mr,  Sarnoff,  speaking  to  the  Minneapolis  Sales  Executive 
Club  last  March  3*  first  announced  the  new  NBC  concept  in  broad  outlines 
as  follows: 

(more ) 
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"What  we  have  in  mind  is  a  continuing  flow  of  radio  enter¬ 
tainment  and  information  beginning  early  Saturday  morning  and  running 
around  the  clock  until  late  Sunday  night.  It  will  be  a  service  that 
for  the  first  time  wipes  away  the  artificial  barrier  between  radio  and 
television,  and  brings  the  radio  listener  exposure  to  the  great  tele¬ 
vision  stars.  It  will  tell  the  news  when  it  happens  anywhere  in  the 
world,  from  Moscow  to  Minneapolis;  it  will  present  live  reports  from 
backstage  Broadway,  and  famous  figures  from  all  fields  of  endeavor; 
it  will  include  comedy,  drama  and  sports." 

Robert  D,  Swezey,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Study  Committee,  presided  at  yesterday's  meeting. 
Attending  were  the  following  committee  members: 

Executive  Committee:  R.B,  Hanna  Jr,,  General  Manager, 
Station  WGY,  Schenectady,  N.Y.;  George  W.  Norton  Jr.,  President,  WAVE, 
Louisville,  Ky.;  Harold  Essex,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager, 
WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.;  Paul  W.  Morency,  General  Manager,  WTIC, 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Richard  H.  Mason,  President  and  General  Manager, 
WPTF,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

Study  Committee:  Jack  W.  Harris,  General  Manager,  KPRC, 
Houston,  Tex.;  Walter  J.  Damm,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager, 
WTMJ,  Milwaukee,  Wise,;  Edwin  K,  Wheeler,  General  Manager,  WWJ, 
Detroit,  Mich,,  and  William  Pay,  General  Manager,  WHAM,  Rochester, 

N.Y, 
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PERRY  COMO  SIGNS  LONG-TERM  CONTRACT  VJITH 
NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 

Perry  Como,  one  of  the  top  personalities  in  showbusiness 
and  RCA  Victor  recording  artist,  has  signed  a  long-term  contract 
with  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  it  was  announced  today  by 
Sylvester  L,  Weaver  Jr,,  President  of  NBC, 

The  long-term  arrangements  provide  for  NBC  to  have  exclusive 
services  of  Como  both  on  radio  and  television  beginning  this  Fall, 

In  announcing  the  new  contract,  Mr.  Weaver  said:  "Mr.  Como’s 
new  association  with  NBC  will  not  be  foreign  to  either  party.  His 
highly  successful  appearances  on  NBC  programs  during  the  past  year  -- 
twice  on  the  'Colgate  Comedy  Hour'  and  once  on  a  Max  Liebman 
'Spectacular'  --  received  critical  acclaim  from  both  the  press  and 
the  audiences.  These  associations,  as  well  as  his  six  years  with  us 
on  'The  Chesterfield  Supper  Club,'  and  his  overwhelming  success  as 
an  RCA  Victor  star,  promise  many  new  achievements  in  the  years 
ahead . " 

The  contractual  arrangements  were  negotiated  between  NBC 

(more ) 
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and  the  General  Artists  Corporation*  Como  will  conclude  his  associa¬ 
tion  with  CBS  on  July  1,  1955* 

Como's  rise  to  fame  as  one  of  America's  top  singing  stars 
has  been  phenomenal.  Born  in  Canonsburg,  Pa,,  in  1913*  his  early 
life  was  spent  in  learning  the  barber  trade.  He  owned  his  own  shop 
at  the  age  of  15  and  often  favored  his  customers  with  a  song.  He 
auditioned  for  Freddie  Carlone's  orchestra  several  years  later  and 
began  his  first  professional  singing  for  $28  a  week. 

Como  joined  Ted  Weems'  orchestra  in  1935  and  was  featured 
vocalist  with  the  band  until  1942.  After  an  eight-week  smash 
engagement  at  New  York's  Copacabana  in  19^3*  he  was  signed  to  an 
RCA  Victor  recording  contract.  His  first  hit  record,  "Till  the  End 
of  Time,"  sold  over  1,000,000  copies.  It  has  been  estimated 
that,  on  a  yearly  average,  Como  sells  over  4,000,000  records  annually. 

Como  starred  on  NBC  Radio’s  "Chesterfield  Supper  Club" 
from  1944  to  1950,  Starting  in  1948,  the  program  was  simulcast  on 
NBC  Radio  and  Television. 

Como's  movies  include  "Something  for  the  Boys"  with 
Vivian  Blaine,  Phil  Silvers  and  Carmen  Miranda  (19^);  "Doll  Face" 
with  Vivian  Blaine,  Dennis  O'Keefe  and  Carmen  Miranda  (1946);  "If  I'm 
Lucky,"  with  Vivian  Blaine,  Harry  James,  Carmen  Miranda  and  Phil 
Silvers;  and  the  all-star  musical  "Words  and  Music"  (1948). 
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'ENLIGHTENMENT  THROUGH  EXPOSURE' 

NBC  Steps  Up  Campaign  to  Inject  Instructive  Material 
Into  Children's  Television  Programs 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  stepped  up  its 
campaign  to  inject  greater  amounts  of  instructive  material  into 
children's  television. 

NBC  is  transforming  its  most  popular  children's  programs 
into  a  skillful  blend  of  entertainment  and  education.  On  these  shows 
the  network  has  introduced  a  series  of  innovations  designed  to 
stimulate  a  taste  for  good  music ,  a  curiosity  about  the  natural 
sciences,  an  interest  in  American  history  and  traditions,  and  a 
generally  more  enlightened  awareness  on  the  part  of  young  viewers. 

The  campaign  is  part  of  NBC's  overall  program  of 
"enlightenment  through  exposure,"  which  is  integrating  informational 
and  cultural  elements  in  entertainment  shows  throughout  the  network 
schedule,  including  prime  night-time  periods. 

Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  has  explained 
the  "enlightenment"  drive  in  these  terms:  "Every  show  can  inform, 
enlighten,  inspire  our  people  --  not  all  the  time  and  not  openly 
preaching  or  teaching.  Rather  when  the  audience  is  attentive  on 

(more ) 
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viewing  of  its  own  choice,  we  can  use  the  techniques  of  showmanship, 
the  integrity  of  scholarship  ...  to  make  those  shows,  in  part, 
serve  a  cause  beyond  escape." 

As  the  campaign  got  fully  underway,  NBC  placed  special 
emphasis  on  integrating  instructive  elements  in  children's  television, 
particularly  the  popular  shows  which  reach  millions  of  youngsters 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  past  few  weeks  alone,  the  effort  has 
yielded  these  results: 

HOWDY  DOODY  (NBC -TV,  Mondays  through  Fridays,  5:30- 
6  p.m.,  EST)  is  beginning  a  series  of  features  designed  to  interest 
youngsters  in  good  music.  Opening  with  a  premiere  of  an  original 
"Howdy  Doody  Suite,"  the  series  first  explains  musical  instruments 
and  musical  forms,  then  gradually  raises  its  sights.  "We  hope  the 
children  can  eventually  enjoy  some  of  the  lighter  classical  numbers," 
says  executive  producer  Roger  Muir,  "and  through  enjoyment  of  these, 
we  hope  they  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the  regular  concerts." 

THE  PINKY  LEE  SHOW  (NBC -TV,  Mondays  through  Fridays, 

5-5:30  p.m.,  EST,  and  Saturdays,  10-10:30  a.m.,  EST)  has  begun  a 
"Prodigy  Series"  to  stimulate  interest  in  studying  music.  Young 
musicians  of  unusual  talent  and  accomplishment  are  invited  to  perform 
on  the  program  and  are  rewarded  with  prizes  and  with  an  opportunity  to 
appear  with  the  California  Junior  Symphony  Orchestra.  Says  Pinky 
Lee,  star  of  the  show:  "The  basic  idea  is  to  interest  children  in 
good  music,  and  what  better  way  than  to  let  them  see  other  children 
performing  well?" 

A  case  history  in  the  success  of  the  enlightenment  campaign 
is  offered  by  THE  PAUL  WINCHELL  AND  JERRY  MAHONEY  SHOW,  which  began 

(more ) 
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introducing  educational  elements  when  it  first  went  on  the  air  last 
Pall.  Ventriloquist  Winchell  and  his  dummy  co-star,  who  were  among 
the  earliest  performers  on  nighttime  television,  are  now  entertaining 
youngsters  once  a  week  from  10:30  to  11  a.m.,  EST,  as  part  of  NBC's 
Saturday  morning  block  of  children's  programs. 

"I  feel  I'm  accomplishing  something  good,"  Winchell  says. 
"We  try  to  make  it  fun  for  the  kids  but  also  to  include  educational 
elements  ...  We  never  do  anything  on  the  show  that  isn't  tailored 
to  the  idea  that  youngsters  must  be  able  to  understand  it  and  repeat 
it." 

One  device  used  by  Winchell  is  the  song  describing  some 
natural  phenomenon  or  scientific  principle.  The  lyrics,  illustrated 
with  a  series  of  pictures,  are  sung  by  one  of  his  dummy  characters  to 
answer  such  questions  as:  "What  makes  the  stars  shine?"  "What  makes 
a  snowflake?"  "Where  does  electricity  come  from?"  "What  makes  a 
volcano?"  or  "Where  do  sponges  come  from?"  The  answer  to  this  last 
begins : 

"To  look  at  a  sponge  would  you  have  any  notion 
It  once  was  a  creature  that  lived  in  the  ocean?" 

On  such  special  occasions  as  Christmas,  Washington's 
Birthday  and  Easter,  Winchell  explains  the  original  event  and  the 
meaning  of  its  celebration.  On  Lincoln's  birthday,  for  example,  he 
read  part  of  the  Gettysburg  address  and  explained  its  historical 
significance.  On  his  Thanksgiving  Day  program  he  told  his  young 
viewers : 

"You  see,  it  was  the  end  of  the  Pilgrim's  first  year  in 
America  .  .  .  the  crops  they  had  planted  had  grown  very  well  .  .  . 

(more ) 
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and  they  made  the  Indians  their  friends.  So  they  decided  they 
should  all  sit  down  around  a  table  in  peace  and  friendship  and  give 
thanks  to  God  for  all  their  blessings  .  .  .  and  every  year  afterwards 
as  our  country  got  bigger,  they  set  aside  one  day  to  give  thanks  .  . 

Another  part  of  the  Winchell  enlightenment  formula  is  the 
Spanish  lesson,  in  which  songs  are  used  to  teach  simple  words  and 
phrases.  Still  another  is  the  Mahoney  Achievement  Award,  presented 
once  a  month  to  "some  boy  or  girl  who  has  accomplished  something 
difficult  or  done  something  heroic  or  achieved  something  that 
deserves  recognition." 

Instructive  bits  are  even  worked  into  the  commercials. 

Every  program  has  its  "Tootsie  Roll  tip,"  urging  young  viewers  to 
help  with  the  family  chores,  to  obey  their  parents  and  teachers, 
to  be  polite,  to  practice  safety,  to  tell  the  truth.  These  have  been 
so  successful  that  a  number  of  newspapers  are  now  carrying  a  weekly 
Jerry  Mahoney  "tip"  column. 

The  campaign  for  "enlightenment  through  exposure,"  on  the 
Paul  Winchell  show  as  on  the  other  children’s  programs,  has  been 
enthusiastically  received  by  parents  and  teachers  and  by  the 
children  themselves.  Hudson  Faussett,  executive  producer  of  the 
Winchell  show,  attributes  the  program's  success  to  its  "unusual 
format  and  its  integrated  informative  and  educational  segments." 

Or  as  Charles  Speer,  NBC  Editor  of  Daytime  Television,  has 
pointed  out:  "We  have  proved  that  information  can  be  made  piquant  and 
provocative,  without  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  any  segment  of  our 
viewing  audience . " 


(more) 
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An  example  of  the  "piquant"  is  the  following  song  on  "How 
a  Pearl  Is  Made": 

An  oyster  is  soft  as  may  be  expected. 

Needs  something  around  it  to  shield  and  protect  it. 

That’s  why  it  lives  in  a  very  hard  shell 
Which  usually  guards  any  oyster  quite  well. 

However,  an  object  may  still  get  inside  it. 

An  object  an  oyster  would  not  have  invited. 

A  small  grain  of  sand  or  a  wee  speck  of  dirt 
Will  bother  the  oyster  and  cause  it  to  hurt. 

So  he  gives  off  a  fluid  he  always  employs 
To  cover  up  anything  rough  that  annoys. 

Layer  on  layer  of  this  fluid  is  added 
Until  the  annoyance  is  thoroughly  padded. 

This  fluid  is  just  like  the  shell's  inner  lining. 

It  hardens  and  builds  up  a  pearl  that  is  shining. 

It  starts  as  a  nuisance,  of  that  I'm  afraid, 

But  that  is  the  way  that  a  real  pearl  is  made. 


o 
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April  1,  1955 


'EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK' 

Fifth  Avenue's  Famed  Easter  Parade  and  Musical  and  Fashion 
Highlights  Included  in  NBC's  Special  Holiday  Telecast 

*  — - #  *  -  •* 

Easter  in  New  York... 

The  excitement  of  the  traditional  Easter  Parade  along  Fifth 
Avenue... the  newest  styles  of  foremost  fashion  creators... 

These  will  be  the  highlights  of  EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK,  a 
special  NBC-TV  presentation  on  Sunday,  April  10  from  12:30  to  1  p.m,, 
EST. 

Setting  for  this  Easter  show  will  be  New  York's  Fifth 
Avenue,  synonymous  through  song  and  story  with  the  Easter  Parade,  and 
the  plush  Cotillion  Room  of  the  Pierre  Hotel. 

Paraders  "on  the  Avenue"  will  be  observed  from  the  NBC-TV 
mobile  unit.  Ben  Grauer  will  describe  the  traditional  display  of 
finery  as  the  mobile  unit  travels  up  and  down  the  thoroughfare. 

In  charge  of  the  Pierre  portion  of  "Easter  in  New  York"  will 
be  Arlene  Francis,  star  of  NBC-TV 's  "Home."  She  will  be  hostess 
at  an  international  fashion  show  and  luncheon,  introduce  other 
performers  and  interview  guest  celebrities. 


(more ) 
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’Easter  in  New  York' 


Musical  highlights  of  the  program  will  feature  selections 
by  lyric  coloratura  Mimi  Benzell,  star  of  opera,  concert  and  tele¬ 
vision,  and  by  the  16 -voice  Robert  Shaw  Male  Chorus,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Ralph  Hunter. 

The  fashion  show  will  present  the  latest  in  haute  couture 
created  by  leading  designers  of  Paris,  Rome,  London,  Montreal  and  the 
United  States.  The  style  pageant,  for  which  the  Jack  Kelly  Trio  will 
provide  background  music,  will  be  coordinated  by  Nola  Luxford,  fashion 
director  at  the  Pierre, 

"Easter  in  New  York"  will  be  sponsored  by  Charles  Antell, 
Inc.,  for  its  hair  preparation  and  shampoo  products.  Television 
Advertising  Associates,  Inc.  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  is  the  agency.  The 
program,  produced  by  Ed  Pierce  and  directed  by  Bob  Priaulx,  will  be  a 
feature  of  the  NBC  special  events  department  headed  by  Barry  Wood . 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CREDITS  FOR  ’EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK'  ON  NBC-TV 


PROGRAM: 

EASTER  IN  NEW  YORK . 

TIME: 

NBC-TV,  Sunday,  April  10,  1955, 
12:30  to  1  p.m.,  EST. 

ORIGINATION: 

Cotillion  Room  of  the  Hotel 

Pierre  and  (via  NBC  mobile 
unit)  along  Fifth  Avenue. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

Ben  Grauer  will  describe  the 
color  and  excitement  of  the 
Easter  Parade  along  Fifth 

Avenue.  From  the  Cotillion 

Room  of  the  Hotel  Pierre, 

Arlene  Francis  will  narrate  a 
fashion  show  presenting  newest 
styles  of  outstanding  European 
and  American  designers.  Mimi 
Benzell,  the  Robert  Shaw  Male 
Chorus  and  the  Jack  Kelly  Trio 
will  present  musical  selections. 

PRODUCER : 

Ed  Pierce. 

DIRECTOR: 

Bob  Priaulx. 

WRITER: 

Geoffrey  Hall. 

SPONSOR: 

Charles  Antell,  Inc. 

AGENCY: 

Television  Advertising  Associ¬ 
ates,  Inc.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

_ _ 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  4,  1955 


5  NBC  AFFILIATES  HONORED  BY  BOARD  OF  UNDERWRITERS 
FOR  PUBLIC  SERVICE  IN  FIRE  PREVENTION  AND  SAFETY 

B’ive  affiliated  stations  of  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  have  been  honored  by  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  for  outstanding  public 
service  in  fire  prevention  and  fire  safety  during 
1954. 

The  board's  gold  medals  were  awarded  to  radio 
station  KANS,  Wichita,  Kans.,  and  to  WBZ-TV, 

Boston,  Mass. 

A  first  honor  award  citation  went  to  radio 
station  WOWO,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind,;  a  second  honor  award 
citation  to  radio  station  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  and 
an  honor  award  citation  to  WHAM-TV,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

- o - 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


CAST  AND  SYNOPSIS  OP  SCENES  AND  MUSICAL  NUMBERS  FOR  'THE  MERRY  WIDOW' 
COLORCAST  OF  NBC  SATURDAY,  APRIL  9  (9  TO  10:30  P.M.,  EST) 

(Singers  Helena  Bliss  and  Jack  Russell  have  been  added  to 
the  cast  of  Max  Liebman's  production  of  THE  MERRY  WIDOW,  the  NBC-TV 
Spectacular  for  Saturday,  April  9  (9  to  10:30  p.m.,  EST),  Miss  Bliss 
will  sing  the  role  of  "Valencienne"  (known  as  "Natalie"  in  the 
original)  and  Russell  will  be  seen  as  "Lt.  Nicholas,") 

The  cast  of  the  Lehar  Viennese  operetta  is  now  complete. 

Cast  members  and  the  roles  which  they  will  enact  are  as  follows: 

Sonia  (the  Merry  Widow) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .Anne  Jeffreys 


Danilo c . .Brian  Sullivan 

Valencienne . .Helena  Bliss 

Baron  Zetta, • . Edward  Everett  Horton 

Georges . .  .John  Conte 

Dancers , ... , . . .Bambi  Linn  and 

Rod  Alexander 

Peasant  dancer, . . . . . * .Beatrice  Kraft 

Lt.  Nicholas,,,,., . . . ...Jack  Russell 


SYNOPSIS  OF  SCENES  FOR  "THE  MERRY  WIDOW" 

ACT  I 

Scene  1,  Exterior  Maxim's 
Scene  2,  Maxim’s  Stage 
Scene  3.  Embassy  Ballroom 

(more) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 
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2  -’The  Merry  Widow* 


Scene  4, 

ACT  I  (CONT'D) 

Embassy  Terrace 

Scene  5. 

Embassy  Ballroom 

Scene  6, 

Embassy  Study 

Scene  7. 

Embassy  Ballroom 

Scene  1. 

ACT  II 

Georges’  Terrace 

Scene  2, 

Georges'  Garden 

Scene  3» 

Arbor  in  Georges’  Garden 

Scene  4, 

Gate  Leading  to  Paris  Street 

Scene  1. 

ACT  III 

Girls’  Dressing  Room  at  Maxim's 

Scene  2, 

Stage  at  Maxim's 

Scene  3« 

Interior  Maxim’s 

Scene  4. 

Girls'  Dressing  Room  at  Maxim's 

Scene  5. 

Interior  Restaurant  Maxim's 

Scene  1. 

MUSICAL  NUMBERS  FOR  "THE  MERRY  WIDOW" 

ACT  I 

Medley 

Scene  2. 

"Can  Can"  (Dance) .. ♦Danilo,  Frou  Frou,  Lolo 

"Maxim's" .. .Danilo  and  singing  girls 

"Women,  Women,  Women". .  .Lt.  Nicholas  and  girls 

Scene  3* 

"You'll  Love  Love  in  Paree" .. .Sonia  and  boys 

Georges,  Baron  and  Valencienne 

Scene  4. 

"Fidelity" . . . Georges ,  Valencienne 

Scene  5. 

"Love  Song" .. .Danilo  and  Sonia;  Georges,  Sonia, 

Danilo  and  Baron 

(more ) 
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3  -  'The  Merry  Widow  * 

ACT  I  (CONT’D) 

Scene  6.  (no  music) 


Scene  7. 

"Merry  Widow  Waltz" .Sonia,  Danilo,  Georges 

Scene  1, 

ACT  II 

(no  music) 

Scene  2. 

"Marsovian  Dance"  -  Dancers  and  Beatrice  Kraft 

"Vilia"... Sonia 

"Hillbilly  Cavalier .Baron  and  Valencienne 

"Music  Waltz" .. .Production  number 

Scene  3» 

"Fidelity"  (reprise) .. .Georges ,  Valencienne , 

Georges,  Danilo 

Scene  4. 

"Maxim’ s"  (reprise ) . , .Danilo 

Scene  1, 

ACT  III 

"Girls  at  Maxim' s" ...  Girls ,  Danilo,  Frou  Frou, 

Lolo,  Do  Do  and  Jo  Jo 

Scene  2. 

"Girls  at  Maxim' s" .. .Production  number 

Scene  3. 

(no  music) 

Scene  4. 

(no  music) 

Scene  5. 

"Merry  Widow  Waltz" .. .Danilo,  Baron,  Sonia, 

Georges  and  Company. 

(The  compatible  colorcast  of  "The  Merry  Widow"  will  be 
available  on  standard  receivers  in  black  and  white.) 


NBC -New  York,  4/4/55 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


DR.  PRANCES  HORWICH  OF  ’DING  DONG  SCHOOL'  TO  GIVE 
REPLICA  OP  BELL  TO  MEMPHIS  LIBRARY 

NBC -TV's  "Ding  Dong  School"  lady,  Dr.  Frances  Horwich,  will 
present  a  replica  of  her  school  bell  to  the  new  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Public 
Library  when  she  visits  that  city  April  15-16.  The  bell,  a  duplicate 
of  the  one  with  which  she  summons  young  viewers  to  her  TV  nursery 
school  five  days  a  week,  will  be  inscribed  in  honor  of  her  Memphis 
friends . 

Dr.  Horwich  ("Miss  Prances")  will  be  featured  guest  at  the 
Mid-South  Children's  Book  Festival,  to  be  held  in  Memphis  during  the 
week  of  her  visit.  While  in  Memphis,  she  will  make  special  films  for 
NBC -TV  affiliate  WMCT,  appearing  with  Trent  Wood,  children's  enter¬ 
tainer  in  that  city. 

- o - 

MASQUERS'  GEORGE  SPELVIN  AWARD  TO  BE  PRESENTED 
TO  GEORGE  GOBEL  AT  APRIL  18  DINNER' 

NBC -TV's  George  Gobel  will  receive  the  bronze  George  Spelvin 
Award  of  the  Masquers  at  their  10th  annual  dinner  in  Los  Angeles  Monday, 
April  18. 

The  statuette,  awarded  annually  for  the  "most  outstanding 
contribution  to  showbusiness , "  was  named  for  the  mythical  character 
created  out  of  thin  air  by  the  late  David  Belasco,  famous  theatrical 
producer,  to  round  out  a  cast  of  13  in  one  of  his  plays. 

Other  recipients  of  "Spelvins"  include  Sir  Laurence  Olivier, 
Ronald  Colman,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Broderick  Crawford,  Arthur  Freed,  Karl 
Malden,  Jane  Wyman,  Desi  Arnaz,  Lucille  Ball  and  Liberace. 


NBC -New  York,  4/4/55 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


LOUIS  E.  WOLFS ON,  CHALLENGER  FOR  CONTROL  OF 
MONTGOMERY  WARD,  TO  'MEET  THE  PRESS’ 

Louis  Wolfson,  the  challenger  in  the  stormy 
Montgomery  Ward  control  fracas,  will  MEET  THE 
PRESS  Sunday,  April  10  (NBC-TV,  6-6: 30  p.m.,  EST, 

NBC-Radio,  10:30  p.m.,  EST). 

Wolfson  will  be  interviewed  by  a  panel  con¬ 
sisting  of  Lawrence  Spivak,  owner-producer  of 
"Meet  the  Press,"  Murray  Davis  of  the  New  York 
World-Telegram  &  Sun,  Thomas  Wise  of  the  Wall 
Street  Journal,  and  William  Hines  of  the  Washington 
Star. 

The  program  will  originate  in  New  York  City, 
from  the  RCA  Building,  with  Ned  Brooks  moderating. 

Sewell  Avery,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Montgomery  Ward,  was  offered  equal  time  by  Spivak 
but  declined. 

- o - 

LEO  DUROCHER’S  "BIOGRAPHY  IN  SOUND" 

TO  BE  PRESENTED  SUNDAY,  APRIL  17 

A  BIOGRAPHY  IN  SOUND  on  Leo  Durocher  will  be  presented  by 
NBC  News  on  Sunday,  April  17  (NBC  Radio,  7“7:55  p.m.,  EST). 

This  program,  previously  scheduled  for  Sunday,  April  3,  will 
tell  the  story  of  "Leo  the  Lip, "  famed  manager  of  the  world  champion 
Giants’  baseball  team.  Various  prominent  members  of  the  sports  world 
will  be  heard  on  the  program. 

- o - 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


NBC  COLOR  TELECAST  SCHEDULE 
(April  10  -  16) 

(NBC-TV  Network  including  WRCA-TV) 

Friday,  April  15 

11:02  -  11:15  a.m.,  EST  --  on  HOME  --  a  color 
segment  featuring  fashions  --  dress  separates, 
play  clothes  and  evening  gowns  will  be  shown. 
Also,  there  will  be  two  Cutex  commercials  in 
this  segment. 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


EUROPE-BOUND  IOWA  COUFLE  WINS  HOME 
IN  * FEATHER  YOUR  NEST'  CONTEST 

A  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  couple  on  board  the  Europe-bound 
Queen  Mary  learned  via  radiogram  Friday,  April  1  that  they  had  won 
a  six-room  home  on  the  FEATHER  YOUR  NEST  program  (NBC-TV,  Mondays 
through  Fridays,  12:30  to  1  p.m.,  EST). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A  Novotny  of  2547  Meadowbrook  Drive, 
Cedar  Rapids,  held  the  lowest  number  picked  in  the  special  drawings 
that  concluded  each  show  during  the  past  13  weeks.  They  were 
contestants  on  the  Monday,  March  28  telecast.  The  Novotnys’  prize 
is  a  six-room  P  &  H  Home  by  Harnishfeger  of  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

Married  for  23  years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Novotny  stopped  off  in 
New  York  on  their  first  vacation  in  14  years,  before  sailing  March  31. 

Another  home  plus  an  MG  sports  car,  will  be  awarded  to  the 
contestant  or  home  viewer  drawing  the  lowest  number  during  the  next 
13-week  cycle,  which  will  end  July  1.  Home  viewers  compete  by 
completing  in  25  words  or  less:  "I  would  like  to  win  the  model 

house  and  sports  car  because . "  The  best  letter  each  day  is  used 

on  a  subsequent  show  when  one  of  the  quiz  contestants  draws  a  number 
for  the  sender. 

Bud  Collyer  and  Janis  Carter  are  the  stars  of  "Feather 
Your  Nest, "  on  which  three  couples  compete  daily  for  household 
furnishings . 

- o - 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  5,  1955 

ATOMIC  BOMB  BLAST  AT  YUCCA  FLATS  APRIL  26  TO  BE  COVERED 
BY  NBC  TELEVISION  AND  RADIO  WITH  MOST  COMPREHENSIVE  AND 
IMAGINATIVE  PROGRAMMING  DEVISED  FOR  SUCH  AN  EVENT 

When  the  atomic  bomb  is  detonated  at  Yucca  Flats,  Nev., 
Tuesday,  April  26,  NBC  Special  Events  will  be  on  hand  to  provide  the 
most  comprehensive  and  imaginative  "live"  television  and  radio 
coverage  ever  devised  for  such  an  event. 

Color  television,  the  split-screen  technique,  "Peepie- 
Creepies,"  "Walkie-Talkies,"  live  remotes  from  a  trench  one  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  blast  --  all  these,  plus  the  talent  of  featured 
network  personalities  will  be  utilized,  according  to  Davidson 
Taylor,  NBC  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Public  Affairs,  and  Barry 
Wood,  Director  of  Special  Events. 

Two  stories  will  be  told  during  a  period  of  several  days. 
One  is  the  overall  news  story  of  the  blast  itself,  with  the 
significance  pegged  on  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  atomic 
explosion  opened  to  the  news  media  in  two  years.  The  actual  blast 
will  be  presented  by  NBC  on  a  television  pool  basis  with  CBS,  and  on 
a  radio  pool  basis  with  CBS  and  ABC, 

(more) 
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’Atomic  Bomb  Blast’ 


The  other  story  is  the  one  of  a  yellow  frame  house,  a  house 
typifying  that  occupied  by  the  average  American  family.  The  house 
will  be  explored  by  NBC's  cameras  before  the  blast.  Its  remains 
will  be  explored  after  the  blast. 

This  story  of  the  house  is  one  which  will  be  told  in  a 
human,  personal  manner  --  and  which  will  reach  viewers  in  terms  of 
their  own  daily  lives. 

The  blast  is  scheduled  to  take  place  between  8  and  8:30  a.m„ 
EDT.  The  NBC-CBS  pool  will  bring  It  into  the  nation's  living  rooms 
"live,"  The  two-network  pool  also  will  present  a  preliminary  10- 
minute  segment  at  7;  10  a.m.  to  introduce  the  narrators. 

In  addition  to  its  pool  coverage  of  the  blast,  however, 

NBC  will  photograph  it  in  color  and  these  films,  rushed  to  Hollywood, 
will  be  shown  on  that  night's  NBC-TV  News  Caravan  --  the  first  time 
an  atomic  explosion  will  have  been  telecast  in  color  the  very  day 
it  occurred.  It  will  be  a  triumph  of  rapid  developing,  for  all  pre¬ 
vious  color  films  have  required  several  days  to  process. 

Many  other  firsts  are  in  store  for  NBC  viewers  of  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission's  Civil  Defense  blast. 

Well  known  performers  like  Dave  Garroway  will  participate 
and  the  story  will  be  told  on  three  big  television  programs  and  on 
three  radio  programs. 

The  television  shows  include  "Today,"  "Home,"  and  "Meet 
the  Press,"  all  of  which  will  originate  in  Yucca  Flats  that  week. 

The  radio  shows  include  "News  of  the  World,"  the  "Pauline  Frederick" 
program  and  "World  News  Roundup,"  Including,  of  course,  the  three- 
network  pool  blast,  which  will  take  place  from  8:15  to  8:30  a,™*  on 
D-Day. 

(more) 
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Dave  Garroway,  Ben  Grauer,  Hugh  Downs ,  and  Kit  Kinne  will  be 
featured  on  most  of  the  television  pickups,  and  Morgan  Beatty  and 
Herb  Kaplow  will  do  the  principal  radio  announcing. 

For  the  first  time,  a  "live"  camera  will  be  placed  right  in 
the  trench  where  soldiers  and  civilian  defense  workers  huddle  --  only 
li  miles  from  the  blast,  Dave  Garroway  will  crouch  there  with  them 
and  in  the  tense  minutes  before  the  bomb  is  detonated,  will  interview 
them  and  give  his  own  reactions. 

Then,  at  the  time  of  the  actual  bomb  blast,  a  dramatic 
utilization  of  the  split  screen  technique  will  show  Garroway  and  the 
others  covering  their  heads  on  the  left  side  of  the  screen  while 
the  explosion  occupies  the  right  hand  side, 

"We  think  it  will  be  just  about  the  most  exciting  picture 
ever  shown  on  television,"  says  Wood, 

On  "Home,"  where  the  story  of  that  yellow  frame  house  will 
be  especially  appropriate,  the  house  will  be  explored  in  detail.  On 
D-Day-Minus-One,  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  Director  Val 
Peterson  will  give  his  general  impressions  of  the  scene  from  Media 
Hill,  8-g-  miles  from  the  bomb  tower.  Then  he  will  climb  into  a  Marine 
Corps  helicopter  and  accompany  "Home"  host,  Hugh  Downs,  cooking 
editor  Kit  Kinne  and  sociological  writer  Howard  Whitman,  to  the  house, 
located  3*700  feet  from  the  bomb.  The  four  will  explore  the  house, 
discussing  its  structure,  furnishings  and  food  supplies.  They  will 
proceed  next  to  a  duplicate  frame  house  located  10,500  feet  away  to 
examine  that  one , 

On  D-Day  the  "Home"  team  will  tell  its  reactions  to  the 
bomb  and  describe  the  actual  broadcasting  techniques. 

(more) 
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The  first  pictures  of  the  shattering  after-effects  of  the 
bomb  will  be  presented  by  NBC  Special  Events  on  the  "Today"  program 
on  D-Day-Plus-One o  Garroway  will  be  shown  in  whatever  area  he  can 
enter  without  being  endangered  by  radiation  arid  will  point  out  the 
detonation  effects  in  the  pre-dawn  West  Coast  darkness  --  with  the 
dramatic  help  of  a  sweeping  anti-aircraft  search  light. 

Later  in  the  morning,  when  the  sun  has  risen,  live  shots 
of  the  destruction  will  be  shown  on  "Home"  --  with  the  Downs-Kinne- 
Whitman  team  narrating.  It  is  here  that  the  impact  of  the  story  of 
the  yellow  frame  house  will  come  across.  Viewers,  by  now  thoroughly 
familiar  with  that  house,  will  see  what  happened  to  the  one  3*700 
feet  away  and  to  the  one  10,500  feet  away.  Viewers  will  watch  as 
the  team  checks  off  details  --  what  happened  to  the  windows,  the 
doorway,  the  furniture,  the  refrigerator,  the  stove,  and  the 
foodstuffs , 

"In  short,"  says  Wood,  "we  plan  to  give  the  American  people 
the  clearest  picture  yet  of  precisely  what  could  happen  to  them  if 
an  atom  bomb  landed  in  the  neighborhood." 

"Meet  the  Press,"  the  award  winning  panel  show,  will  move 
from  the  East  Coast  for  the  first  time  to  become  part  of  the  overall 
NBC  coverage  of  the  bomb.  This  remote  version  of  the  show  will  be 
presented  in  the  open  forward  area,  out  of  doors,  with  the  tower 
looming  in  the  background.  Owner-producer  Lawrence  Spivak  and  a 
press  panel  will  interview  a  prominent  personage  there  on  Sunday , 


(more) 
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April  24,  or  D-Day-Minus -Two . 

At  7  p.m,,  EDT,  on  April  24  a  special  radio  documentary 
entitled  "They  Lived  with  the  Atom  Bomb"  will  be  presented  and 
will  tell,  for  the  first  time,  the  story  of  the  soldiers,  marines, 
scientists,  doctors,  weather  men  and  fliers  who  spend  the  better  part 
of  their  daily  lives  with  the  bomb.  Herb  Kaplow  and  Commentator 
Morgan  Beatty  will  spend  a  week  in  the  field  researching  the  story. 
Beatty  will  narrate  the  program. 


NEC-New  York,  4/5/55 
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BRITISH  HISTORIAN  ARNOLD  TOYNBEE  ON  NBC-TV’S 

’’ELDER  WISE  MEN”  SERIES  SUNDAY,  APRIL  17 

.  _  _  Ji<L  if  «. 

The  distinguished  British  historian  Arnold  Toynbee,  whose 
10-volume  "A  Study  of  History”  has  been  generally  acclaimed  as  one 
of  the  great  books  of  this  century,  will  appear  in  one  of  NBC  Tele¬ 
vision's  continuing  series  of  conversations  with  "elder  wise  men” 
Sunday,  April  17  (4-4:30  p.m.,  EST),  In  the  filmed  conversation 
Professor  Toynbee  speaks  with  Christopher  Wright,  Teaching  Fellow  in 
Harvard  University. 

Robert  Graff  produced  the  "wisdom”  film.  Alexander  Hamrnid 
was  the  director. 

A  panoramic  analysis  of  the  whole  of  mankind's  story, 
Toynbee's  magnum  opus  has  been  praised  for  the  Olympian  sweep  of 
its  glance  across  the  centuries,  its  fabulous  erudition,  its 
momumental  researches,  its  poetic  vision,  and  its  boldness. 

Toynbee  was  born  in  London  66  years  ago.  After  graduation 
from  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  he  spent  a  year  partly  on  a  walking 
tour  among  the  ancient  ruins  of  Greece,  partly  as  a  student  in  the 
British  Archaeological  School  in  Athens.  He  recalls  that  his  Greek 

(more) 
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sojourn  had  two  effects  on  him:  In  the  cafes  of  Athens  he  became 
aware  of  current  international  affairs  through  listening  to  dis¬ 
cussions  of  the  foreign  policy  of  Sir  Edward  Grey,  then  Great 
Britain's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs;  in  contemplating 
the  ruins  of  ancient  civilizations  he  began  to  ponder  on  their 
relation  to  his  own  times. 

"A  Study  of  History"  dates  back  to  1922,  when  Toynbee  jotted 
down  the  core  of  his  project  on  half  a  sheet  of  writing  paper.  In 
the  ensuing  two  years,  he  has  said,  he  got  the  entire  shape  of  it 
outlined  in  notes;  the  next  quarter-century  he  spent  writing  it. 

Asked  about  his  approach  to  history,  he  has  said:  "I 
see  things  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  Ancient  Historian,  looking 
at  the  modern  Western  world  from  the  outside.  I  feel  a  great  con¬ 
cern  to  see  and  express  the  point  of  view  of  the  non-Western  peoples. 

I  believe  in  studying  living  history  and  interpreting  pact  history 
in  the  light  of  this." 


-  -o - 
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HERBERT  BAYARD  SWOPE  JR.  TO  DIRECT 
2  ’ARMSTRONG  CIRCLE  THEATRE'  PLAYS 

Herbert  Bayard  Swope  Jr.,  NBC  producer-director, 
has  been  signed  by  Talent  Associates,  Inc,,  to  direct 
two  future  productions  on  ARMSTRONG  CIRCLE  THEATRE 
(NBC -TV,  Tuesdays,  9:30  p.m.,  ESf).  Mr.  Swope  will 
direct  "Leap  for  Freedom,"  a  play  by  Jerome 
Coopersmith  April  12  and  "Fight  for  Tomorrow,"  by 
Irving  Elman  April  26. 

- o - 

JOHN  CAMERON  SWAYZE  HAS  REAL  LIFE  ROLE  IN  'CIRCLE  THEATRE' 

DRAMA  OF  SKIERS  FROM  BEHIND  IRON  CURTAIN  VISITING  U.S.A. 

When  a  Czech  team  of  skiers  from  behind  the  Iron  Curtain 
comes  to  Vermont  to  compete  in  an  international  ski  meet,  the  scene 
is  set  for  an  explosive  drama  in  "Leap  for  Freedom,"  by  Jerome 
Coopersmith,  on  ARMSTRONG  CIRCLE  THEATRE  Tuesday,  April  12  (NBC -TV, 
9:30  p.m.,  EST) .  John  Cameron  Swayze  will  portray  a  news  commentator 
broadcasting  the  story  and  Martin  Brocks,  Harry  Townes  and  Gregory 
Morton  will  be  featured  in  the  cast. 

The  team's  captain,  Josef  (Brooks),  cracks  his  ankle  during 
the  first  day  of  the  competition,  and  the  Red  team  --  dependent  on  his 
skiing  prowess  --  comes  closer  and  closer  to  defeat.  Conflict  arises 
when  Josef,  who  claims  to  dislike  Communism,  is  ordered  to  ski  despite 
the  consequences. 

Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  Jr.,  NBC  producer-director,  will 
direct  the  production. 
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TRADE  NEWS 


’DEAN  OF  NEWSCASTERS'  H.V,  KALTENBORN  OBSERVES  33RD  ANNIVERSARY 
IN  BROADCASTING  WITH  GIFT  TO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WISCONSIN 

Donates  Personal  Papers,  Documents  and  Recordings 
Representing  Complete  History  of  Radio 

H.V.  Kaltenborn,  dean  of  NBC’s  newscasters,  will  make  a 
special  gift  of  his  entire  collection  of  personal  papers,  documents 
and  recordings  to  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  he 
announced  today. 

The  Wisconsin-born,  globe-circling  commentator  made  the 
announcement  as  he  observed  his  33rd  anniversary  in  the  business  of 
newscasting  yesterday  (Monday,  April  4). 

His  rich  collection  includes  all  his  accumulated  scripts, 
correspondence,  documents,  recordings,  clippings,  books,  photographs, 
and  trophies, 

"This  collection  is  unique,"  said  Dr.  Clifford  L.  Lord, 
director  of  the  Society.  "Here  in  one  collection  are  documents  which 
cover  the  history  of  broadcasting  from  its  beginning  to  the  present. 
Here  are  the  materials  which  will  enrich  studies  on  broadcasting, 
radio  analysis,  and  public  opinion  as  well  as  the  history  of  our 
immediate  past," 

( more) 
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2  -  H«V.  Kaltenborn 


A  special  research  fellowship  to  organize  and  classify  the 
collection  has  been  authorized  by  the  Kaltenborn  Foundation. 

Kaltenborn,  often  referred  to  as  "the  seer  that  made 
Milwaukee  famous,"  began  his  career  when  he  made  a  broadcast  from 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  for  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  one  April  day  in  1922, 
Since  then  he  has  reported  the  news  over  the  airwaves 
from  foxholes,  uranium  mines  and  the  Emperor  of  Japan’s  palatial 
quarters.  He  has  been  mimicked  publicly  by  a  President  of  the 
United  States  and  he  once  juggled  baseballs  for  Dizzy  Dean’s 
benefit.  He  takes  as  his  motto  the  biblical  admonition;  "Ye  shall 
run  to  and  fro  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased." 

Kaltenborn  was  born  in  Milwaukee  on  July  9*  1878.  He  is 
married  to  the  former  Baroness  Olga  von  Nordenflycht  and  they  have 
two  children  and  five  grandchildren.  Their  son,  Rolf,  works  with 
his  father  as  a  research  assistant. 

- o - 


NBC-New  York,  4/5/55 


'  .  .  '  ..  82  .  ,  .  Cl©.;  B 

'•*  =  ‘  .  .  . 

■  ,  .  ' u .  sri  .  I  xoiff.uB  ■  '  ■  ■  ' 

■  a 

. '  -  tauom63  t  iswXXM 

t  . 

•  •  *  !  > 

,  .  .  ' 

*  '  '  1  .  i.  *  .  . 

■  - .  ■  ■  .  •  sri 

rixot  mo*!'! 

,"£o  :vr:ci  ^(J  .Xo  tl-i  ■  :  .  i*:  <  ni  09;:- d  C.'.’ri  oH  •  arjSdTSjJp 

0s,..  y,A  r:-.v  ..  s:  no  sri  br.  ••  -lode.**'.  bbdinV 

■  ci  orid  :  .  »  f  . «  • 

ll  sc!  I  ■  f 

eX  sii  .  3V-  .. „ 1  -  no  it  d  .  nsdl 

s  .*  \  :  jr;. -x.  :  nov  U>  :  ..-no-vstf  'io-'.co'X  or  id  od  bsXTXBtn 

V  •  ‘  1 

,  tnoa  ,  .  '  bns  . 

t 

«  c :  l a  i  ...  tK  >.$2cF£  £  38  n :  rid  G't  aXri 


■o* 


.  \4  Z  WSVI* 


JORY  NODLAND  APPOINTED  TO  NBC  SPOT  SALES,  CHICAGO 

CHICAGO,  April  5  --  the  appointment  of  Jory  Nodland  to 
the  sales  staff  of  the  Chicago  office  of  NBC-TV  Spot  Sales  was 
announced  today  by  John  W,  Mulholland,  Central  Division  sales 
manager  of  NBC  Spot  Sales, 

Nodland  has  been  a  member  of  the  sales  staff  of  radio 
station  WMAQ,  NBC  Chicago  owned-and-operated  station,  since 
November,  1951*  Before  that  he  was  sales  manager  of  radio  station 
WNMP,  Evanston,  Ill, 

Nodland  was  educated  at  Laredo  Junior  College,  Laredo, 
Tex,,  and  the  NBC-Northwestern  University  Radio  Institute,  He  is 
married,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Northbrook,  Illinois, 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NOTABLES  TO  BE  NARRATORS  FOR  'TODAY*  SERIES 
OF  TV  VISITS  TO  VACATION  PLACES 


The  schedule  of  places  and  areas  to  be  explored  in  NBC- 
TV's  TODAY  vacation  travel  series  was  announced  today,  with  noted 
persons  listed  as  narrators  to  give  their  impressions  of  the 
vacation  spots. 

Starting  with  Washington,  D.C.,  with  Margaret  Truman  as 
narrator  Tuesday,  Anril  fj*  the  series  will  continue  through  July  8 
on  a  weekly  and  semi-weekly  basis. 

Following  the  VJashington  feature  will  be:  Las  Vegas, 

April  14,  Lucius  Beebe,  narrator;  Rocky  Mountains,  April  28,  Wallace 
Stegner,  narrator;  Mexico,  May  4,  no  narrator  set  as  yet;  Southern 
Highlands,  May  10,  Bruce  Catton,  narrator;  Paris,  May  16,  Ludwig 
Bemelmans,  narrator;  Trailer  tour.  May  24,  Ed  Keyes,  narrator; 

New  Orleans,  May  27,  narrator  to  be  announced;  Canada,  May  31* 
Raymond  Massey,  narrator;  Dude  ranches,  June  2,  Carl  Biemiller, 
narrator;  Florida,  June  7*  Red  Smith,  narrator;  deLuxe  around-the- 
world  cruise,  June  10,  narrator  to  be  announced;  New  England, 

June  14,  Robert  Frost,  narrator;  Hollywood,  June  17*  narrator  to 
be  announced;  Hawaii,  June  21,  narrator  to  be  announced;  Hiking- 
camp  tour,  June  24,  narrator  to  be  announced;  Pacific  Northwest, 

June  28,  Richard  Neuberger,  narrator;  the  Caribbean,  July  1, 
narrator  to  be  announced;  National  Parks,  July  5,  Joseph  Wood 
Krutch,  narrator;  New  York  City,  July  8,  narrator  to  be  announced. 


(more ) 
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2  -  1  Today* 


The  "Today"  vacation  travel  series  features  will  be 
divided  into  two  parts:  first,  Dave  Garroway  will  summarize  facts 
about  the  places  scheduled,  then  films  of  the  areas  will  be  shown 
while  the  narrator  gives  his  or  her  mood  impressions  of  the  point 
of  interest. 

Technical  advisor  on  the  new  "Today"  series  is  David 
Dodge,  author  of  "A  Poor  Man's  Guide  to  Europe," 

"Today"  is  seen  Monday  through  Friday  on  NBC-TV,  7-9  a.m. 
EST,  GST,  and  PST, 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


MAURICE  EVANS  TO  PRODUCE  NEW  DRAMA  SERIES 
FOR  NBC -TV  COLORCAST  IN  THE  FALL 


90 -Minute  Plays  with  Noted  Casts  Scheduled  for 
"Hallmark  Hall  of  Fame"  Program 

Maurice  Evans,  the  noted  actor-producer  who  has  scored 
three  times  on  NBC -TV  with  widely  acclaimed  Shakespearean  performances, 
will  produce  a  new  series  of  dramatic  works  to  be  broadcast  in  color 
on  the  HALLMARK  HALL  OF  FAME  program  next  season,  it  was  announced 
today  by  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President  of  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company. 

Evans  will  star  in  two  performances  and  will  assemble 
outstanding  stage  and  screen  personalities  for  the  others.  He  will  be 
host  for  the  entire  series,  a  notable  new  addition  to  NBC's  expanding 
schedule  of  color  television  broadcasts. 

Each  program  in  the  series  will  be  90  minutes  in  length. 

A  special  two-hour  production  is  tentatively  planned  for  the  Spring  of 
1956. 

Hallmark  Cards  will  sponsor  the  series,  which  will  replace 
the  current  "Hallmark  Hall  of  Fame"  program  seen  on  NBC -TV  since  1952. 
The  series  will  be  telecast  on  Sunday  afternoons  from  4  to  5:30  p.m., 
EST,  at  monthly  intervals  starting  Oct.  23.  These  new  color 

(more ) 
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2  -  Maurice  Evans 


productions  will  originate  both  from  NBC's  Color  Studios  in  Brooklyn 
and  Color  City,  Burbank,  Calif. 

In  announcing  the  series,  Mr.  Weaver  said:  "Mr.  Evans'  new 
series  of  dramas  for  Hallmark,  is  another  step  forward  in  NBC's 
continuing  effort  to  make  television  a  more  vital  cultural  and 
entertainment  force  and  to  expand  the  schedule  of  color  programs.  Mr. 
Evans'  great  talents  will  bring  a  new  sense  of  excitement  to  our  Sunday 
afternoon  program  schedule  through  the  excellence  of  his  productions 
and  the  beauty  and  realism  of  color  television." 

Jack  Rayel  will  be  NBC -TV  executive  producer  for  the  series. 
George  Schaefer,  who  has  directed  Mr.  Evans  both  on  the  stage  and 
television,  will  direct  the  series,  and  Mildred  Freed  Alberg  will  be 
associate  producer.  All  three  were  associated  with  Mr.  Evans  in  his 
previous  television  productions. 

Productions  will  include  plays  by  Shakespeare  as  well  as 
original  works  written  especially  for  this  series.  A  recent 
Broadway  hit  musical  also  may  be  included.  For  each  production,  Mr. 
Evans  plans  to  bring  top-ranking  actors  and  actresses  from  the  theatre 
both  here  and  abroad  for  starring  roles. 

"The  prospect  of  bringing  these  plays  to  television  is 
indeed  an  exciting  one,"  Mr.  Evans  said.  "All  our  plays,  whether  they 
are  originals  or  from  the  classics,  will  be  chosen  for  their 
entertainment  values.  In  addition,  of  course,  we  shall  strive  for 
plays  of  stature  which,  we  hope,  will  bring  to  television  many  Broad¬ 
way  personalities  who  have  hitherto  been  unavailable." 


(more ) 
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3  -  Maurice  Evans 


Mr.  Evans  produced  and  starred  in  three  Shakespearean  plays 
on  the  "Hallmark  Hall  of  Fame"  program  during  the  last  two  seasons  -- 
"Hamlet,"  "King  Richard  II"  and  "Macbeth."  These  have  been  his  only 
television  appearances  to  date.  Kinescopes  of  two  of  the  productions 
have  enjoyed  wide  distribution  among  schools  through  arrangements  made 
by  Hallmark  Cards. 

Mr.  Evans  is  also  producer  of  the  Broadway  hit,  "Teahouse 
of  the  August  Moon,"  and  recently  starred  in  the  Broadway  and  touring 
productions  of  the  hit  mystery,  "Dial  1 M '  for  Murder." 

Foote,  Cone  &  Belding  is  the  advertising  agency  for 
Hallmark  Cards. 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  6,  1955 

NBC  SPECTACULAR  ’PETER  PAN’  LEADS  NIELSEN  "TOP  TEN"; 

FIVE  NBC  SHOWS  IN  "TOP  TEN"  ON  HOMES- REACHED  BASIS 

NBC-TV’ s  color  Spectacular  "Peter  Pan"  is  the  Number  One 
show  in  the  latest  Nielsen  list  of  the  nation’s  "top  ten"  television 
programs . 

The  first  Nielsen  survey  for  March,  1955*  also  shows  that 
five  NBC -TV  programs  were  in  the  "top  ten"  on  a  homes-reached  basis. 

"Peter  Pan,"  a  two-hour  color  version  (also  seen  in  black 
and  white)  presented  on  NBC-TV's  PRODUCERS’  SHOWCASE  Monday,  March  7, 
and  which  starred  Mary  Martin,  reached  20,400,000  homes  and  received 
a  rating  of  66.1,  according  to  Nielsen. 

The  telecast  of  the  James  M.  Barrie  classic  is  the  second 
NBC - TV  Spectacular  to  reach  the  Number  One  spot  in  the  Nielsen  survey. 
"Babes  in  Toyland, "  presented  on  NBC-TV  Dec.  18,  1954,  was  at  the  top 
of  the  Nielsen  survey  for  the  two-week  period  ending  Dec.  25. 

Since  their  inception  last  Fall,  11  NBC-TV  Spectaculars 
have  hit  the  Nielsen  "top  ten,"  and  14  have  been  in  the  "top  15." 

The  Nielsen  list  for  the  two-week  period  ending  March  12, 
1955,  also  revealed  that  NBC’s  average  evening  program  had  a  rating 
of  27.3  and  was  seen  in  8,136,000  homes.  The  second  network  average 

(more ) 
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2  -  Nielsen  Survey 


program,  with  a  rating  of  25. 3,  reached  7,370,000  homes.  The  average 
report  this  season  (Sept.  11,  1954-March  12,  1955)  gives  the  average 
NBC  program  an  advantage  of  569,000  homes  over  the  average  for  the 


second  network  program. 


The  "top  ten"  evening  shows  were: 


HOMES- REACHED 


1  --  PETER  PAN 

2  --  I  Love  Lucy  (P&G) 

3  --  Jackie  Gleason  Show 

4  —  Toast  of  the  Town 

5  --  Disneyland 

6  —  DRAGNET 

7  —  YOU  BET  YOUR  LIFE 

8  --  Jack  Benny  Shew 

9  --  BOB  HOPE  SHOW 

10  --  BUICK-BERLE  SHOW 


20,405,000 

17,892,000 

16,986,000 

16,130,000 

15,772,000 

14,658,000 

14,468,000 

14,399,000 

14,398,000 

13,892,000 


RATINGS 


1  --  PETER  PAN  66.1 

2  --  I  Love  Lucy  (p&G)  57.4 

3  --  Jackie  Gleason  Snow  54.9 

4  --  Toast  of  the  Town  51.7 

5  --  Disnejrland  50.6 

6  —  DRAGNET  46,4 

7  --  Jack  Benny  Show  46.3 

8  —  BOB  HOPE  SHOW  46.0 

9  —  YOU  BET  YOUR  LIFE  45.8 

10  --  Stageshow  45.0 


NBC-New  York,  4/6/55 


•  .  .  •  .  •  - 
'3SS'-13VB  ori<f  e->vl3  (dQI  tSC  rfc.‘jsH--;'c *11  .tfqeO,)  ncsaos  etrtt  tioqs 

erij  not  e:j:rievB  edo  •xcvo  *;oniod  OOOt0,cd  lo  sga *  .1**  vt»:  no  ms‘iaorrq  08 

.rro-'i^onq  d'lowctsn  bnoos 

r  V:  :  ;  ■  .  ■ "  ■  •  1  '  • 

)A£.q-c-?MOH 

0,  1  HOTZH  s 
(Drftl)  ^OfjJ  9V0J  I  --  S 
VJO;  i  10;  '  I  '  i  L  --  £ 

riv/oT  9ii:r  'io  aaaoT  —  £ 
bnr.I\  i  r.  1CT  --  P 
TO 0-jAH'J  --cl 
'dtld  J  ';CY  1  i  UOY  —  \ 
word  *j»ic  -loot  --8 

v/c;  i  >r:..  nos.  e 
woiia  --  or 


HAq  fiZH’Zd  --  I 

(  I)  q:  jJ  rtvo J  T  --  2 

'O'-  -CD  cidOfiT.  --  £ 

n  .oT  e  ■  Oo  a.3 oT  --  !' 

. .00  X :CL  --  0 

TO  OAfiG  --  u 

Vv  rit  v  in-.  --  V 

v/cd  zo  aoa  —  8 
:•  f«x  a  qi... r  r  id  uoy  —  c 

wc..'  j;dl  --  01 


o 


re\d\4l  tjiioY  woW-oa’l 


OOr\e04tt  2 
o  > .  2:  3 .  .1 

O  ':  )tDJ  .  >1 
C00t0£i,dJ[ 
ooo.svw'/i 

C  .On  X 

coo  d;:  lAi 
CO-  . 8c o  !'I 


i .  j  3 

0.00 

e.a^i 

o.3«i 


April  6,  1953 


TRADE  NEWS 


"GREAT  NEW  DAYS"  IN  NETWORK  RADIO  PREDICTED  BY 
DOESKIN  PRODUCTS'  MERCHANDISING  MANAGER 

Participates  in  NBC  Closed  Circuit  Upon  Start  of  5-Day-a-Week 
Sponsorship  of  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  Broadcasts 

A  call  to  network  radio  to  look  ahead  to  the  beginning  of 
"great  new  days"  came  yesterday  (April  5)  from  Ray  Marcus,  merchandis¬ 
ing  manager  of  Doeskin  Products,  Inc. 

Mr.  Marcus  gave  his  views  on  the  "power  of  positive  radio" 
during  an  NBC  closed  circuit  to  stations  in  connection  with  the  start 
of  Doeskin's  sponsorship  of  Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  five  days  a  week 
on  NBC  Radio  (Mondays  through  Fridays,  10:05-10:15  a.m.,  EST) . 

Explaining  the  recent  switchover  from  daytime  TV  to  daytime 
radio  by  Doeskin  (which  is  increasing  its  1955  advertising  expenditures 
by  more  than  $100,000  over  195*0*  Mr.  Marcus  said: 

"We  are  back  in  radio  because  we  believe  in  it.  We  believe 
radio  sells  merchandise  despite  television  and  what  others  may  think. 
And  we  believe  the  way  to  reach  women  in  the  daytime  is  through 
radio . " 

Mr.  Marcus  urged  network  radio  personnel  to  "act  and  think" 
as  vigorously  as  it  did  in  the  days  of  network  radio  "B.T,"  before 
television  --  with  the  expectation  of  "good  new  days  to  come." 

(more ) 
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’Great  New  Days  1 


Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  was  closed  circuit 
host.  Other  participants  were  Jules  Singer,  Vice  President  of  Grey 
Advertising  Agency,  and  Dr.  Peale,  pastor  of  Marble  Collegiate  Church, 
New  York,  and  author  of  "The  Power  of  Positive  Thinking,"  which  has 
been  the  number  one  best-selling  book  of  non-fiction  across  the 
country  for  the  past  two  years . 

Mr.  Singer  underscored  the  importance  of  promotion  and 
publicity  in  building  an  audience  for  radio. 

Dr.  Peale  spoke  of  the  "stack  of  mail"  he  gets  from  "people 
who  want  to  know  more  about  positive  thinking."  He  answers  such 
letters  on  his  Monday-through-Friday  broadcasts. 
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MAURICE  EVANS'  TV  PRODUCTION  OF  "MACBETH”  IS  SUBJECT 
OF  7 -PAGE  FEATURE  IN  "AMERICAN  ARTIST"  MAGAZINE 


The  April  issue  of  American  Artist  magazine  contains  a 
seven -page ,  definitive  feature  on  Maurice  Evans'  production  of 
Shakespeare's  "Macbeth,"  which  was  seen  on  NBC-TV  in  compatible  color 
and  black  and  white  in  a  special  two-hour  telecast  Nov.  28,  1954. 
Judith  Anderson  was  co-starred  in  the  lavish  production  that  won 

unanimous  public  and  critical  praise. 

Edwin  B.  Kolsby  wrote  the  commentary  and  the  captions  for  the 

many  illustrations  accompanying  the  article.  It  shows  such  varied 
specimens  of  the  art  work  used  in  the  production  as  flip  cards, 
costume  sketches,  designer  Otis  Riggs'  original  scene  sketches,  a 
detailed  floor  plan  for  set  construction,  a  scale  model  of  the  set, 
artists  at  work  painting  the  scenery,  and  photographs  from  the  on-the- 
air  show,  depicting  how  the  art  work  was  actually  realized. 

The  feature  is  titled  "The  Art  and  Artists  Behind  the  NBC-TV 

Production,  'Macbeth'." 
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NBC'S  ROMNEY  WHEELER  MADE  EXCLUSIVE  PREDICTION 
OF  CHURCHILL  RESIGNATION  13  MONTHS  IN  ADVANCE 

Prime  Minister  Winston  Churchill's  resigna-  j 

tion  was  exclusively  predicted  by  chief  London 

i 

correspondent  Romney  Wheeler  of  NBC  News,  13 
months  before  it  took  place. 

And  Wheeler  was  able,  on  March  24  of  this 
year,  to  predict  --  again  exclusively  --  the 

! 

minute  details  of  the  historic  resignation. 

i 

In  March  of  195^  Wheeler  broadcast  his 

t 

prediction  that  Churchill  would  resign  "some¬ 
time  in  1955." 

1 

On  this  past  March  24,  Wheeler  predicted 

1 

Churchill  would  resign  on  April  5.  He  forecast 
further  that  the  Prime  Minister  would  entertain 
Queen  Elisabeth  at  dinner  in  10  Downing  Street 
the  evening  of  April  4  and  that  he  would  go  in 
person  to  Buckingham  Palace  on  April  5  to 
relinquish  his  post  --  all  precisely  as  it 
occurred . 

Wheeler,  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
early  career  with  the  Associated  Press,  joined 
NBC  News  in  1950  and  has  handled  all  the  major 
news  stories  originating  in  Britain  for  the 
network. 
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FRANCE  TO  USE  NBC'S  "VICTORY  AT  SEA"  AND  "THREE,  TV/O,  ONE- -ZERO" 
FILMS  TO  AID  IN  TRAINING  OFFICERS  FOR  ARMED  SERVICES 

Salomon  to  Present  Films  to  French  Ambassador 

Two  of  NBC  Television's  historic  landmarks  in  dramatic  fact 
film  will  serve  as  training  films  for  France's  Army,  Navy  and  Air 
Force  officers. 

The  French  Ministry  of  National  Defense  has  requested  NBC  to 
provide  copies  of  "Three,  Two,  One  --  Zero"  and  "Victory  at  Sea"  for 
instruction  of  officers  and  prospective  officers  of  the  French 
military  services. 

Henry  Salomon,  chief  of  the  NBC  Television  Film  Documentary 
Unst  who  produced  the  films,  will  make  an  official  presentation  of 
several  copies  of  both  to  M.  Maurice  Couve  de  Murviile,  French 
ambassador  to  tne  United  States,  on  Thursday,  April  7 ,  at  the  French 
Embassy  in  Washington. 

The  first  TV  program  to  tell  the  over -all  story  of  atomic 
energy,  "Three,  Two,  One  --  Zero"  explored  seurchingly  the  strange 
paradox  of  magnificent  hope  and  utter  disaster  lying  hidden  in  the 
heart  of  the  same  atom.  It  has  won  many  awards,  most  recently  the 
Robert  J.  Flaherty  Award  for  "outstanding  creative  achievement"  in 
production  of  documentary  film,  and  the  George  Polk  Memorial  Award  for 
"distinguished  achievement  in  journalism,"  It  was  written  by  Salomon 
with  Richard  Hanser,  edited  by  Isaac  Kleinerman,  and  had  an  original 
musical  score  by  Robert  Russell  Bennett. 

(more ) 


'  "  .  VI  ■ 


■  ,  '  H  1  O*  2ft  '  {  £A  "  HA  01  :  : 


'  '  .  ’  '  • 


■ 

'  ■  ■  ■  '■  1  1  ■  .  .  •  •  '  ;  -  ■.  • 

.  a'j  •'  '  •  -jl  . ' 

8S‘;  ■  '  •  ■  H 


' 


) 

V'C£..’ 


' 


' 


'  ■  1  C  \  .i  C  t 

••  'J.a. 

...  .  •  "  t 

l  •  *  f 

4  *  • 

hi  ' 

•  •.  S  i  r? 

o  <r 

TOi> 

J". : 

Iv  «.  iff 

i  ■ 

•:  o'  '  . 

a  a  r  i 

' 

•  10 

rj 

b  i  e  ^  0  j 

j  /...»■ 

. 

■i  ‘  Ojif 

O  i  . 

*.  * 

' 

' 

3  XOJ.  T.’£ 

t  - . : 

-  V  .1 

.  »*.; 

.  *  .  ..  . .... 

l 

- .  •  '  t  '  -  •  ■'  ■:>  •  ;  •  •  .  ,  .  •  ■  • 

' 

‘  ,J  /r  ;  '  -‘i  :-ft  y/j.  o'io a  Is. 


2  -  Films  in  Training  French  Officers 


"Victory  at  Sea,"  a  Peabody  Award  winner,  was  a  dramatic 
filmed  history  with  music  of  Naval  Operations  in  World  War  II.  The 
version  of  "Victory  at  Sea"  to  be  used  by  the  French  Ministry  of 
National  Defense  will  be  the  full-length  motion  picture  shown  in  many 
theatres  throughout  the  country  in  1954.  This  version  was  based  on 
the  same  sources  as  the  original  26-week  series  first  presented  on 
NBC-TV  in  1952-53.  Salomon  wrote  "Victory  at  Sea"  with  Richard 
Hanser.  Isaac  Kleinerman  was  the  film  editor,  and  Richard  Rodgers 
wrote  the  original  orchestral  score. 
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’MONITOR1 

NEW  NBC  RADIO  WEEKEND  SERVICE  WILL  BRING  LISTENERS 
UNPRECEDENTED  SCHEDULE  WITH  MOBILITY  AND  IMMEDIACY 


MONITOR,  a  new  network  radio  service  designed  to  bring 
listeners  into  instantaneous  touch  with  everything  important, 
interesting  or  entertaining,  anywhere  in  the  world,  will  be  introduced 
by  the  NBC  Radio  Network  on  Sunday,  June  12. 

Details  of  the  new  weekend  radio  service  were  announced  at 
a  press  luncheon  today  (April  7)  by  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President 
of  NBCj  Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President,  and  James 
Fleming,  veteran  NBC  newsman  and  commentator,  who  is  executive  produce 
of  "Monitor." 

As  outlined  by  the  NBC  executives,  these  are  the  highlights 
of  this  new  concept  in  network  radio  programming : 

"Monitor"  will  provide  a  continuous  flow  of  entertainment 
and  information  every  weekend  from  8  a.m.  Saturday  to  midnight 
Sunday  (EST) .  The  service  will  be  launched  with  a  one-hour  simulcast 
on  the  NBC  Radio  and  Television  Networks  on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  12. 

"Monitor"  will  take  advantage  of  the  resources  that  only 
radio  can  provide  --  mobility  and  immediacy  --  to  offer  a  weekend 
radio  service  that  is  attuned  to  present  day  listening  habits. 

(more ) 
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"Monitor"  will  contain  certain  basic  services,  such  as 
news,  sports,  time  signals,  weather,  local  and  special  features  --  all 
supplemented  each  hour  by  entertainment  elements  consisting  of 
outstanding  comedy,  drama,  music,  theatre,  films  and  records. 

"Monitor"  will  bring  the  excitement  and  interest  of  TV  to 
radio  audiences  by  live  pick-ups  of  excerpts  from  television  shows, 
live  or  recorded  vignettes  from  television  rehearsals,  pick-ups  or 
tapes  from  television  warm-ups,  and  simulcasts  of  important  television 
specials . 

"Monitor"  will  originate  in  New  York  from  NBC  Radio  Central, 
a  $150,000  push-button  "listening  post  on  the  world,"  now  under 
construction  in  the  RCA  Building. 

Presiding  over  "Monitor"  at  NBC  Radio  Central  will  be  out¬ 
standing  broadcasting  personalities  who  will  be  known  as  "communicators 
Each  communicator  will  work  in  four-hour  time  blocks  and  each  will  be 
backed  by  a  team  of  experts  consisting  of  a  name  disc  jockey, 
experienced  newscaster,  sports  editor  and  writers  and  program 
development  specialists. 

The  "Monitor"  communicator  will  be  literally  in  touch  with 
the  world  from  the  control  console  at  NBC  Radio  Central.  At  his 
disposal  will  be  direct  lines  to  all  important  news  centers  in  the 
country,  overseas  circuits  to  foreign  news  capitals,  connections  to 
every  NBC  Television  studio,  the  news  rooms  of  NBC  affiliated  stations 
in  200  cities,  a  vast  stockpile  of  tape  recordings,  a  battery  of 
playback  equipment,  tickers  from  all  the  news  services,  one  of  the 
world's  finest  record  libraries,  and  a  bank  of  TV  monitors. 


(more ) 
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3  -  'Monitor1 


Each  of  "Monitor's"  features  will  be  presented  in  the  length 
of  time  best  suited  to  the  material  itself,  instead  of  being  stretched 
out  or  cramped  into  arbitrary  time  periods.  Thus,  "Monitor's"  content 
might  range  from  a  one -line  gag,  selected  from  a  recorded  library  of 
humor  and  "punched  in"  at  the  appropriate  time  by  the  communicator,  to 
a  20-minute  dramatic  vignette  from  a  current  Broadway  hit  or  a  newly 
premiered  motion  picture. 

The  "Monitor"  microphone  will  be  equally  at  home  at  the 
White  House,  or  in  the  dressing  room  of  Sid  Caesar.  Within  the  space 
of  minutes  it  might  travel  from  the  Kremlin,  to  the  last  inning  of  the 
top  baseball  game  of  the  day,  to  an  Air  Force  jet  set  to  push  through 
the  sound  barrier. 

"Monitor"  will  make  extensive  use  of  music.  It  will  have 
the  services  of  NBC  staff  orchestras,  and  will  roam  the  country  via 
live  remote  pick-up  to  bring  to  its  listeners  the  top  dance  music  of 
the  country.  Music  from  foreign  points  will  be  brought  in  by  shortwave 
and  tape.  And,  of  course,  the  library  of  high-fidelity  classical  and 
jazz  records  also  will  be  utilized. 

The  theatre  will  be  a  regular  call  on  "Monitor's"  beat  -- 
not  only  in  New  York,  but  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco  and  London.  Shows  will  be  reviewed,  and  previewed.  Stars 
will  be  interviewed;  show  tunes  spotlighted.  Dramatic  sketches  from 
Broadway  and  Hollywood  hits  will  be  presented  both  live  and  taped. 

A  typical  hour  on  any  weekend  of  "Monitor"  might  contain 
the  following  features: 


(more ) 
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The  first  segment  of  a  trip  through  Paris  with 
“Monitor's"  roving  European  correspondent.  (Succeeding 
segments  would  be  positioned  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  day). 

A  dramatic  highlight  from  a  current  hit  Broadway 
play  or  movie. 

Live  or  taped  appearances  by  people  at  the  top 
of  the  news  that  weekend. 

Comedy,  of  all  types,  including  live  and  pre¬ 
recorded  routines  by  stars  from  all  fields  of  show- 
business,  jokes  and  stories. 

A  "Monitor"  exclusive  --  which  might  be  a  dive 
with  the  atomic -powered  submarine,  the  Nautilus; 
firing  a  rocket  at  White  Sands,  or  visiting  Birdland, 
New  York's  mecca  of  jazz. 

A  behind-the-scenes  visit  with  a  top  star  of 
Broadway  or  Hollywood. 

Plus,  of  course,  "Monitor's"  basic  news,  time, 
weather,  sports  and  local  features. 
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April  7,  1955 


TRADE  NEWS 


NBC'S  ’’MONITOR"  OFFERS  MOST  FLEXIBLE  SALES  PLAN  WITH 
GREATEST  ECONOMY  EVER  DEVISED  BY  NETWORK  RADIO 

The  most  flexible  sales  plan  with  the  greatest  economy 
ever  devised  by  network  radio  will  offer  unprecedented  advertising 
values  to  sponsors  when  MONITOR,  NBC's  new  radio  service,  is  intro¬ 
duced  on  June  12, 

In  accordance  with  the  growing  advertising  trend  of  using 
NBC's  "magazine  concept"  format,  "Monitor"  will  be  sold  on  a  partici¬ 
pation  basis,  enabling  advertisers  to  reach  larger  audiences  accumu¬ 
lated  throughout  the  course  of  a  weekend  and  a  series  of  successive 
weekends.  With  the  advertising  innovations  "Monitor"  will  incorporate, 
its  selling  effectiveness  promises  advertisers  a  medium  unmatched  in 
potential  by  any  existing  advertising  medium. 

"Monitor"  will  offer  advertising  exposure  in  the  forms  of 
one -minute  announcements,  30-second  announcements  and  six-second  "bill¬ 
boards."  The  "billboards"  the  six-second  announcements  --  are  a  new 
selling  pattern  for  network  radio,  especially  designed  for  product 
identification . 

Gross  prices  for  these  announcements,  subject  to  frequency 
discounts,  are  as  follows:  one-minute  announcements,  $1,000;  30-second 

(more ) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


; 


J 


...  I  .  i  ; 


' 


•  •:  -  ; 


j  •  ■ 


'  :  ■•••  , '  \f'. 


■!  .  '  < 


'■ 


.  - 


' 


.  " 


2 


'Monitor'  Sales  Plan 


announcements,  to  be  sold  in  a  minimum  package  of  four  announcements 
per  weekend,  at  $3*000  for  the  four;  six-second  "billboards,"  to  be 
sold  in  a  minimum  group  of  10  per  weekend,  at  $3 >000  for  the  minimum 
package . 

These  prices  will  be  subject  to  weekly  and  annual  frequency 
discounts,  with  weekly  frequency  discounts  varying  up  to  10  per  cent 
for  10  or  more  minutes  of  announcements  per  weekend,  and  annual 
frequency  discounts  varying  up  to  20  per  cent  for  250  or  more 
announcements  per  year. 

The  discount  system  will  apply  to  one -minute  announcements, 
30-second  announcements,  and  six-second  "billboards,"  or  combinations  of 
these  various  forms  of  advertising  exposure,  with  the  total  announce¬ 
ment  time  purchased  by  the  advertiser  added  together  to  determine  the 
applicable  discount  rate. 

Up  to  Oct.  1,  1955*  NBC  will  offer  a  special  Introductory 
Dividend  Plan  to  "Monitor"  advertisers  in  lieu  of  discounts.  Under 
this  plan,  an  advertiser  ordering  and  scheduling  at  least  20  minutes 
of  announcements  in  any  combination  before  Oct,  1  will  receive  in  lieu 
of  discounts  10  minutes  of  announcements  which  will  also  be  scheduled 
before  Oct .  1 . 

The  "Dividend"  announcements  will  be  in  the  same  form  as 
the  qualifying  purchase,  and  if  the  order  includes  a  combination  of 
one -minute,  30-second  and  six-second  announcements,  the  "Dividend" 
announcements  will  be  distributed  in  the  same  proportion. 


NBC -New  York  4/7/55 
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TRADE  NEWS 


MENOTTI ' S  "TIE  SAINT  OP  BLEEKER  STREET"  TO  BE 
PRESENTED  BY  NBC  OPERA  THEATRE  MAY  15 

Singers  From  Recent  Broadway  Production  Will  Be 
In  Cast  of  Series'  Final  Telecast  of  Season 

Gian-Carlo  Menotti's  new  opera  "The  Saint  of  Bleeker  Street" 
will  be  given  as  the  final  production  of  the  current  season  by  the 
NBC  OPERA  THEATRE  Sunday,  May  15  (3:30-5  p.m.,  EST ) f  Hailed  by  both 
music  and  drama  critics  in  its  recent  Broadway  production,  the 
Menotti  opera  will  be  brought  to  the  TV  screen  with  the  same  singers 
who  were  applauded  by  thousands  in  the  theatre. 

Davis  Cunningham,  tenor;  Virginia  Copeland,  soprano; 

Rosemary  Kuhlmann,  mezzo-soprano,  and  Leon  Lishner,  bass,  will  head 
the  noted  cast.  Others  assigned  to  featured  roles  include  Maria  di 
Gerlando,  Maria  Mario  and  David  Aiken,  Musical  director  for  the 
production  will  be  Samuel  Krachmalnick. 

Menotti's  opera  tells  a  tragic  tale  of  a  brother  and  his 
unwell  sister  living  in  an  all-Italian  section  of  downtown  New  York; 
of  the  boy's  longing  for  a  new  life  and  the  girl's  intense  desire  to 
become  a  nun.  The  ill  sister,  Annina,  has  visions  and  is  regarded 

(more ) 
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’NBC  Opera  Theatre1 


by  the  neighbors  as  a  saint,  but  these  beliefs  are  derided  by  the 
brother,  Michele,  In  a  tense  scene  the  brother  kills  a  girl  he  loves 
and  is  forced  to  flee,  Annina,  dying,  is  finally  fulfilled  in  her 
heart’s  desire  to  become  a  nun. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  drama  critic  of  the  New  York  Times  called 
it  "the  most  powerful  drama  of  the  season!  A  magnificent  theatrical 
experience."  He  added:  "’The  Saint  of  Bleeker  Street'  is  all  theatre,, 
a  superb  drama,"  The  same  paper's  music  critic,  Olin  Dowries,  said  it 
was  "superbly  performed." 

Walter  Kerr,  drama  critic  of  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune 
referred  to  it  as  "a  powerhouse .. .fierce,  brilliant,  forceful, 
cunningly  inventive."  John  Chapman  of  the  New  York  Daily  News  wrote: 
"Bold,  stunning,  wonderful  musical  theatre."  William  Hawkins  in  the 
World  Telegram  and  Sun:  "Menotti  must  be  rated  a  genius,"  and 
Harriett  Johnson  in  the  Post:  "We  salute  Menotti  as  our  most  gifted 
composer. " 

The  NBC  Opera  Theatre's  presentation  will  be  a  new  produc¬ 
tion,  based  however  on  the  Chandler  Cowles  production  on  Broadway. 
Because  of  the  special  construction  of  the  Broadway  scenery  which  is 
not  adaptable  for  television,  new  sets  will  be  devised  and  built. 

Samuel  Chotzinof’f  will  produce  the  opera  for  NBC  Tele¬ 
vision  and  Kirk  Browning  will  be  the  director.  Charles  Polacheck  is 
associate  producer. 

The  NBC  Opera  Theatre  made  musical  history  with  its  pro¬ 
duction  of  Menotti ’s  heartwarming  "Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors" 


(more) 
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3  -  *NBC  Opera  Theatre* 


which  has  now  become  an  annual  treat  at  Christmastime.  NBC  had 
commissioned  Menotti  to  write  that  work  and  had  10  years  previously 
commissioned  him  to  compose  an  opera  for  radio  --  "The  Old  Maid  and 
the  Thief." 

Kirk  Browning  will  re-stage  "The  Saint  of  Bleeker  Street" 
for  television,  following  as  closely  as  possible  in  the  new  pro¬ 
duction  the  ideas  of  Menotti  who  directed  it  on  Broadway.  Menotti 
will  be  in  Europe  at  the  time  directing  the  opera  for  presentation 
at  the  La  Scala  Opera  House  in  Milan. 


- o - 


NBC -New  York,  4/7/55 


■  ■ 

. 

'  fl  •  •  -  '  £l®  :  ' 

"1  o'nT  grid: 

.. 

' 

8£S  bt  orti  noJtiowb 

. 

,  •(  c*  .1  s-..  •  1  g 


: :  orrsM  .  7  n  go-  :\I  1  r  7  c  ■ 
r •  •••  j-i  ■  v  .  ' 


0~ 


.... 


|  NBC -TV  NEWS 
* - * 

YOUNG  AND  OLD  JOIN  IN  PRAISING  SPECIAL 
MUSICAL  PROGRAM  ON  NBC'S  "HOWDY  DOODY" 

Parents  have  joined  their  youngsters  in  letters  of  praise 
to  NBC’s  HOWDY  DOODY  for  the  special  musical  program  presented  Friday, 
April  1. 

Singled  out  for  special  praise  were  the "Howdy  Doody  Suite," 
an  original  composition  by  Bobby  Nicholson,  and  the  highlighting  of 
the  individual  instruments  in  the  25-piece  orchestra  that  played  on 
the  half-hour  program.  "Buffalo"  Bob  Smith,  the  program's  star,  was 
narrator. 

One  parent  wrote:  "It  was  the  most  colorful,  entertaining 
and  best  example-setting  program  my  children  and  I  have  seen 
together. " 

Another  adult  commented:  "I’m  in  charge  of  a  school  band 
and  have  been  close  to  music  for  a  long  time  but  have  never  witnessed 
a  presentation  as  refreshing  as  the  ’Howdy  Doody'  concert."  One 
youngster  scrawled  on  a  card:  "The  concert  was  no  April  Fool.  We 
all  liked  it  and  hope  you  do  some  more..."  One  mother  of  five  wrote 
an  eloquent  plea  that  the  music  be  recorded,  her  four  youngsters 
having  demanded  it  for  their  collection. 

The  program  was  "Howdy  Doody’ s"  first  step  in  NBC's  overall 
campaign  of  "Enlightment  through  Exposure."  Aim  of  the  campaign  is 
to  integrate  informational  and  cultural  elements  in  network  shows, 

"Howdy  Doody"  is  seen  on  NBC -TV,  Mondays  through  Fridays, 
5:30-6  p cm. ,  EST. 

- o - 

NBC -New  York,  4/7/55 


j  8W3H  VT -  01M  | 

JAI03T8  0KI8IAHT  HI  HIOL  <3JO  GMA  QWUOY 

"Yc-oa  ya won"  s’dc-.w  ho  mahqchs  jaoibum 

iq  To  c'fsj^ol  ni  e*i9dsaffUGY  ix9do  miot  avert  atfrwxeS 
.  .I  i-i';j'  bodn989'iq  mcngoaq  iBoiauai  £b1o9<jb  odd  rt c'i  YQOOG  YGWOH  s 1 09M  o 

.1  liiq 

"t9j:uR  ybooG  Yd'/oH"  9fiJ  STtew  sniB*xg  iBioage  ioI  diso  belgnia 

■jo  MntcfrfsIIrfaiM  &dl  brifi  taoaIodoj:I4  yclcIoS  ycf  nolrfjtsoqmoo  Ififtl-Uio  n 
nc  f  o^Blq  r/idcsrio.  j  ooolq-cS  odd  at  sdaonu^daat  IfiublvIL'qi  or 

nuv/  s’nus'iaoqq.  9t(;f  *dJiw2  cfoG  "oXellua”  .  roviso'ig  nt/ori-llarf  9r 

grfJLrtiiBcHstfna  « .!  /Tioloo  Jboin  ortrt’  aew  cfl”  :  e'Jo'iw  dn9*iJ3q  anO 

nee;-  v. .  I  I  brio  ns^b-Urio  ms'i^o'-xt?  rvi.-  :  ieo-9lqinax9  J  3  :-a  be 

"  ,n dridogc 

bned  b  To  03*113119  gl  m*IH  '  :  becfflauimoo  Hubs  *i9rtdorfA 

bssaonHw  nevsee  Qv&ci  d  ref  9 mid  3no£  fi  lol  •  fc  ;um  od  aaolo  n99cf  avert  be 
onO  1 ,  d*xaono  5  .v» •  >oG  yowcH 1  infd  e.;  :jr»  Lrieoile*!  ?'S  rtoldBdetese'iq 
oW  .to  linqA  on  £'.v  jnoonon  or  IT"  :bifio  c  no  belv/snos  *x9d8£fiu< 

eIoriw  ov.ri  To  nodTom  ?o  )  " .  # .  ©ioai  sraos  od  uoy  o  'jori  brifi  H  bosUI  I. 

Ei'-  U  qnooy  nuo  rtod  ^beb'iooen  od  oleum  odd  (J  uolq  Tnsupols  / 

aioltfoslloo  rii.:)dT  no'1  dl  b9bnemob  ynivj 
Ilfiiovo  8*0051,  at  qeda  Jo -i.’.T  ” c*Yb ooG  ybwoH"  aew  -  "iq  oriT 
62  i  To .  m2A  ,,«a*iueoqxa  riguon  .  im  n  ■.  . 

■  rwdsn  at  ad  noma  Is  jdluo  demreolal  atfeigad 

tey£.r.  triU  eiyjooiid  eysbaoM  ,VT -OtIW  no  hose  f,x  '\b coG  ybwoH" 

♦T23  . .m,q  d-0£ 


o 


* - * 

|  NBC -TV  NEWS  I 

* - * 

NBC  OPERA  THEATRE  REPRESENTATIVES  WILL  PARTICIPATE 
IN  OHIO  STATE  U.  INSTITUTE  ON  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION 

The  NBC  Opera  Theatre  has  been  invited  to  participate  in  the 
music  panel  of  the  forthcoming  Ohio  State  University  Institute  on 
Radio  and  Television  for  Education  Purposes  by  the  chairman  of  the 
panel.  Professor  Gabriel  Fontrier  of  Queens  College. 

Herbert  Grossman  and  Charles  Polacheck  have  been  appointed 
by  NBC  to  represent  the  opera  department  in  the  panel  on  April  13 . 

Film  clips  from  four  of  NBC  opera  productions  will  be  shown  in  the 
NBC  portion  of  the  panel  which  is  expected  to  run  several  hours. 

GILDA  GRAY,  ONCE-FAMOUS  DANCER  AND  FOLLIES  STAR,  ' RE -DIS COVERED 1  ON 
'THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE,'  TAKES  ANOTHER  STEP  TO  'BIG  TIME' 

Gilda  Gray,  once  famous  as  a  dancer  and  "Ziegfeld  Follies" 
star,  will  take  another  step  back  into  the  "big  time"  when  she  opens 
at  Boston's  Bradford  Roof  on  April  3.  The  engagement  at  the  Bradford 
is  the  second  such  booking  Miss  Gray  has  received  since  her  comeback 
was  launched  on  Ralph  Edwards '  THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE  program  (NBC -TV, 

Wednesdays,  10  p.m.,  EST)  on  June  23 ,  195*1  • 

As  one  of  the  prizes  given  to  the  entertainer  whose  life 
story  was  depicted  by  Edwards,  she  was  told  that  she  would  make  her 
first  professional  re -appearance  at  the  Turnabout  Theatre  in  Los 
Angeles .  She  has  completed  a  run  of  40  weeks  at  the  Turnabout  and  the 

Boston  engagement  is  next  on  the  roster. 

Upon  receiving  word  of  the  new  booking  Miss  Gray  called  the 

Edwards  office  to  express  her  gratitude,  saying  that  she  owed  her  new 

career  directly  to  "This  Is  Your  Life."  The  staff  of  the  Edwards 

office,  however,  assured  her  that  her  new  success  could  only  be 

attributed  to  her  own  "determination,  graciousness  and  ability.11 

- o - 

NBC -New  York,  4/7/55 
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April  7,  1955 


SECRETARY  OP  LABOR  JAMES  P.  MITCHELL  IN  'BIG  TOWN'  INTERVIEW 
FOLLOWING  DRAMA  ON  EMPLOYMENT  PROBLEMS  OF  MIDDLE-AGED 

Secretary  of  Labor  James  P,  Mitchell  will  appear  in  a  filmed 
interview  with  producer-director-star  Mark  Stevens ,  following  the 
dramatic  portion  of  BIG  TOWN  Wednesday,  April  20  (NBC -TV,  network 
except  WRCA-TV,  10:30  p.m.,  EST;  WRCA-TV  only,  Monday,  April  25, 

10:30  p.m.,  EST  --  release  No.  129). 

Their  subject  will  be  the  urgent  and  growing  problem  of 
regular,  full-time  employment  for  persons  over  45,  many  of  whom  are 
dismissed  through  arbitrary  regulations,  while  still  at  the  peak  of 
their  work  capacity. 

The  drama  of  ''Big  Town"  that  evening  will  focus  on  Dan 

Tolliver  (James  Bell)  who  attempts  suicide  after  dismissal  from  the 
Illustrated  Press  reporting  staff  because  of  his  age.  Editor  Steve 
Wilson  (Mark  Stevens)  re -hires  him  and  assigns  him  to  write  a  feature 
series  on  the  subject  of  employment  of  the  middle-aged. 

Results  show  the  injustice,  needless  economic  displacement 
and  downright  waste  of  talent  and  manpower  in  regulations  which 
disregard  individual  circumstances. 
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April  8,  1955 

NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY  CREATES  TV  INDUSTRY'S 
FIRST  CHILDREN'S  PROGRAM  REVIEW  COMMITTEE 

Dr.  Frances  Horwich  Named  Supervisor 
Of  Children's  Programs  for  NBC 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  created  the  television 
industry's  first  Children's  Program  Review  Committee ,  according  to 
Joseph  V.  Heffernan,  NBC  Financial  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Heffernan  made  the  announcement  while  testifying 
yesterday  (April  7)  before  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Juvenile 
Delinquency  in  Washington,  D.C. 

He  also  announced  that  Dr.  Frances  Horwich,  producer-star  of 
NBC -TV's  award-winning  "Ding  Dong  School"  and  one  of  the  country's 
leading  authorities  in  primary  education,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
new  post  of  Supervisor  of  Children's  Programs  for  NBC. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Horwich,  the  Children's  Program  Review 
Committee  will  consist  of  Mrs.  Douglas  Horton,  former  president  of 
Wellesley  College  and  war-time  director  of  the  WAVES,  and  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Goldenson,  a  psychologist  and  expert  on  family  relations. 

(more ) 
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2  -  Children’s  Programs 


In  making  known  the  creation  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Heffernan 
said:  "As  a  responsible  medium  for  the  presentation  of  ideas,  NBC  is 
deeply  conscious  of  its  position  in  relation  to  social  problems  of  the 
day  --  it  welcomes  an  opportunity  to  help  in  their  solution.  We  hope 
and  expect  that  the  Committee  will  make  a  significant  contribution 
toward  the  maintenance  of  high  program  standards  for  the  millions  of 
American  youngsters  who  watch  television  --  its  influence  for  good  is 
beyond  calculation,  and  its  freedom  to  serve  the  public  must  be 
preserved. 11 

Dr.  Horwich 's  new  duties  will  include  the  supervision  and 
development  of  NBC  children's  programs,  both  established  and  new.  In 
addition  to  serving  on  the  Children's  Program  Review  Committee,  she 
will  work  closely  with  producers,  directors  and  packagers,  as  well  as 
outside  organizations  and  agencies  interested  in  improving  and 
developing  television  programs  for  children.  She  will  report  directly 
to  Richard  A.R.  Pinkham,  Vice  President  of  Television  Network  Programs 
for  NBC. 

Dr.  Horwich  began  her  MDing  Dong  School'1  on  NBC -TV  Nov.  24, 
1952,  one  month  after  it  originated  on  WNBQ,  NBC's  owned  station  in 
Chicago.  Literally  dozens  of  awards  have  been  heaped  upon  the  program, 
Dr.  Horwich,  and  the  staff  involved  in  the  creation  of  the  series  since 
its  inception.  Dr.  Horwich  was  presented  with  the  Peabody  Award  in 
April,  1953*  at  which  time  the  series  was  cited  as  "the  outstanding 
children's  program  of  1952"  --  even  though  it  had  been  on  the  NBC 
network  for  only  six  weeks  in  that  year. 

The  Christophers,  Look  Magazine,  the  National  Association  for 
Better  Radio  and  Television,  The  Billboard,  the  Associated  Press,  Ohio 
State  University,  the  Saturday  Review  and  many  more  special  award 

(more ) 
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3  -  Children's  Programs 


groups ,  polls  and  organizations  have  honored  the  "Ding  Dong  School" 
teacher.  In  December,  1953*  the  Sylvania  Television  Award  cited  the 
program  as  "the  outstanding  juvenile  program  of  1953  --  for 
outstanding  achievement  in  a  field  of  juvenile  education  that 
hitherto  has  been  overlooked." 

Dr.  Norwich's  teaching  experience,  beginning  with  an 
assignment  in  the  first  grade  of  a  suburban  Evanston,  Ill.,  school, 
ranges  from  director  of  kindergartens  in  the  Winnetka,  Ill.,  schools 
to  Croton-on -the -Hudson,  N.Y.,  where  she  was  director  of  the  Hessian 
Hills  School;  from  counselor  of  student  teachers  in  Chicago's  City 
Teachers'  College  to  visiting  professor  of  education  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  and  San  Francisco  State  College. 

As  an  author  of  articles  and  texts  in  her  field.  Dr.  Horwich 
is  known  to  educators  everywhere  for  her  human  approach  to  the  problems 
of  children  and  of  young  teachers  preparing  to  work  with  small 
children . 

She  was  born  in  Ottawa,  Ohio,  and  attended  grade  and  high 
school  there  before  beginning  studies  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Douglas  Horton  took  a  leave  of  absence  from  the 
presidency  of  Wellesley  College  to  head  the  first  Women's  Reserve, 
United  States  Navy  (WAVES).  She  is  a  vice  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  a  member  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  of  both  RCA  and  NBC. 

Dr.  Goldenson  is  assistant  professor  of  Psychology  at  Hunter 
College  in  New  York.  He  served  as  President  of  the  Tri -State  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Family  Relations  (1953)  and  was  a  member  of  the  International 
Congress  for  Mental  Health.  Dr.  Goldenson  is  the  author  of  many  books 
and  articles  in  the  field  of  child  study.  He  is  the  co-author  of 
"Understanding  Child  Play"  and  "New  Experiences  for  Children." 


NBC -New  York,  4/8/55 
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April  7,  1955 

NBC -TV'S  "TONIGHT"  TO  ORIGINATE  IN  CLEVELAND  MAY  4 
ON  OCCASION  OF  SUPERMARKET  INSTITUTE  CONVENTION 

TONIGHT,  NBC -TV's  late -evening  shov;  starring  Steve  Allen, 
will  take  to  the  road  again  to  originate  from  the  Cleveland  (Ohio) 

Music  Hall  Wednesday,  May  4  (11:30  p.m.-l:00  a.m.,  EST) . 

The  show's  Cleveland  host  will  be  the  Supermarket  Institute 
Convention  there  May  1-5. 

"Tonight's"  28-member  staff,  including  cast,  orchestra  and 
production  crew,  will  fly  to  Cleveland  via  United  Airlines  early 
Wednesday  morning  (May  4). 

In  addition  to  entertaining  members  of  the  Supermarket 
Institute  Convention  for  whom  1,700  seats  in  the  Cleveland  Auditorium 
Music  Hall  have  been  reserved  for  the  telecast,  Allen  will  be  master  of 
ceremonies  at  the  convention's  banquet  immediately  preceding  the 
telecast . 

The  "Tonight"  telecast  will  utilize  the  4 -camera  mobile  unit 
of  station  WNBK,  NBC's  owned  station  in  Cleveland. 

(more ) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


«• 


•  ' 

. 


'  • 


o’- 


•  . 

•  I 

■ 

j.rv:.  ■!  yabs vabt- 

r.  JLSfjf 


' 


''  ! 


1 


•;  ■  .  .  .V 


' 


. 


2  -  'Tonight 1 


Sponsors  who  have  already  signed  for  participations  on  the 
"Tonight11  Cleveland  program  include:  Sterling  Salt,  General  Time 
(Westclox),  Dow  Antifreeze,  Starkist  Tuna,  Morton's  Weather  Proof 
Salt,  the  Lau  Blower  Co.,  Glamarene  and  Easy  Pop  Pop  Corn. 

The  Cleveland  telecast  will  mark  the  fourth  out-of-town 
origination  of  NBC -TV's  "Tonight"  (following  visits  to  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.)  since  the  program's  inception 
last  Fall.  When  at  home,  the  program  originates  from  New  York's 
Hudson  Theatre,  near  Times  Square. 

Featuring,  in  addition  to  Allen,  regulars  Gene  Rayburn, 
Skitch  Henderson  and  his  band,  and  vocalists  Eydie  Gorme  and  Steve 
Lawrence,  the  program  is  produced  by  William  Harbach  and  directed  by 
Dwight  Hemion. 
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h'llHIH  TRADE  NEWS 


'TODAY’  TO  BE  ALL  SET  WITH  PORTABLE  SET 
FOR  WEEK  OF  TELECASTS  FROM  DETROIT 

Construction  of  TODAY'S  traveling  set  is  under  way  and  the 
model  will  be  completed  for  use  when  the  program  originates  in 
Detroit,  Monday  through  Friday,  April  18-22,  7-9  a«m»,  EST,  CST  and  PST), 

The  representative  set,  symbolic  of  the  "Today"  set  used  in 
New  York,  involves  three  major  pieces... the  "front  page"  with  its  head¬ 
line  of  the  day,  date,  and  picture  of  the  day;  the  weather  map;  and 
Dave  Garroway's  desk  area. 

Constructed  of  thin  perforated  steel  covered  with  cork 
plywood,  the  lightweight  set  can  be  broken  down  to  nine  sections,  and 
re-constructed  at  a  moment's  notice.  In  cases  such  as  the  Detroit 
originations,  this  is  highly  important,  since  the  program  will 
originate  from  a  different  location  in  the  Motor  City  each  day,  and  the 
set  will  have  to  be  struck  and  re-erected  for  each  of  the  five  tele¬ 
casts  , 

The  changing  details  of  date,  headline,  and  picture  for  the 
"front  page"  set  can  easily  be  affixed  to  the  basic  prop  which 
measures  10  feet  across  and  eight  feet  high.  The  weather  map  has  a 
magnetic  board  to  which  symbols  of  the  weather  in  any  given  area  can 
be  affixed. 

Garroway's  desk  area  does  not  hold  an  actual  desk,  but  is 
actually  a  flat  piece  which  will  stand  behind  any  desk  Garroway  uses 
in  any  origination,  and  holds  clocks  and  calendars. 

Construction  of  the  set  solves  a  major  problem  for  "Today," 
with  its  announced  plans  to  go  "on-the-road, "  perhaps  as  often  as 
once  every  two  months. 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


FIRST  ANNIVERSARY  OF  ’JUSTICE'  TELECAST  OBSERVED 
WITH  TRIBUTE  FROM  AMERICAN  BAR  ASSOCIATION  HEAD 

The  first  anniversary  party  of  the  NBC -TV's 
JUSTICE  program  Thursday,  April  7  (8:30  p.m,,  EST) 
was  marked  by  the  presentation  of  a  special  cake, 
designed  in  the  form  of  a  law  book  and  scales  of 
justice,  by  Lloyd  Wright,  president  of  the 
American  Bar  Association.  The  presentation  was 
made  to  Gary  Merrill,  star  of  the  half-hour 
dramatic  program,  who  plays  the  role  of  Jason 
Tyler,  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society. 

The  inscription  on  the  cake  read:  "Best 
wishes  for  continued  success  in  your  sympathetic 
portrayal  of  the  American  lawyer  and  the  nation's 
judiciary  in  their  understanding  of  human  problems 
and  as  defenders  of  our  priceless  democratic 
heritage . " 
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POPE  PIUS'  EASTER  MESSAGE  ON  NBC  RADIO 


Pope  Pius  XII  will  deliver  an  Easter  message 
to  the  world  in  a  special  radio  broadcast,  EASTER 
FROM  THE  VATICAN,  to  be  broadcast  by  NBC  Radio 

i 

Network  (except  WRCA)  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  10, 
from  11:45  a.m.  to  12  noon,  EST. 

NBC's  Rome  correspondent,  Jack  Begon,  will 
report  on  portions  of  the  holiday  ceremonies  in 
Vatican  City. 

- o - 

NBC  TRADE  NEWS 

MARY  MARGARET  Mo BRIDE  SATURDAY  BROADCASTS 

TO  BE  SPONSORED  BY  d-CON  CO.  ON  NBC  RADIO 

The  d-Con  Company,  Inc,,  manufacturers  of  insecticides, 
will  sponsor  MARY  MARGARET  McBRIDE  on  Saturdays, starting  April  9*  1955 
it  was  announced  today  by  the  NBC  Radio  Network.  The  contract  for 
the  full  NBC  Radio  Network  runs  through  the  end  of  May  and  was  signed 
through  the  Leeds  and  York  Inc,,  agency  of  Chicago. 

Calgon  Inc.,  former  sponsors  of  the  Saturday  time  have 
switched  to  Wednesdays,  filling  a  vacancy  left  by  Star-Kist  Foods, 
Inc.,  which  is  taking  a  Summer  hiatus.  Mary  Margaret  McBride  is 
heard  Mondays  through  Saturdays,  10-10:05  a.m.,  EST. 

- o - 
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HENRY  SALOMON  PRESENTS  "VICTORY  AT  SEA"  AND  "THREE,  TWO,  ONE- -ZERO" 
FILMS  TO  FRENCH  AMBASSADOR  FOR  OFFICERS'  TRAINING 

The  French  ambassador  to  the  United  States,  Maurice  Couve  de 
Murville,  yesterday  (April  7)  accepted  copies  of  two  NBC-TV  historic 
landmarks  in  dramatic  fact -film  --  "Victory  at  Sea"  and  "Three,  Two, 
One--Zero"  --  for  use  as  training  films  for  officers  and  prospective 
officers  of  the  French  Military  services, 

Henry  Salomon,  chief  of  the  NBC  Television  Film  Documentary 
Unit  who  produced  both  films,  made  the  presentation  at  the  French 
Embassy  in  Washington.  The  French  Ministry  of  National  Defense  had 
requested  the  films, 

Salomon's  latest  production,  "Nightmare  in  Red,"  a  dramatic 
history  of  Russian  Communism  on  film,  has  just  been  completed  for 
future  telecast  on  NBC, 


o 


NOTE  TO  EDITORS 

The  NBC  Opera  Theatre's  television  presentation  of  "The 
Saint  of  Bleecker  Street,"  by  Gian-Carlo  Menotti,  on  May  15  will  not 
be  shown  in  Baltimore,  Washington  and  Richmond,  in  accordance  with  an 
agreement  with  Chandler  Cowles,  producer  of  the  Broadway  show.  This 
decision  was  made  because  of  prior  commitments  made  by  Cowles, 

- o - 
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"STEVE  ALLEN'S  BOP  FABLES" 
IMMORTALIZED  IN  PRINT 


Volume,  Just  Off  Press,  Is  for  People 
Who  Can't  Believe  Their  Ears 


"Steve  Allen's  Bop  Fable3,"  a  small,  cool  book  by  that  tall, 
cool  NBC -TV  comedian  (star  of  TONIGHT,  Mondays  through  Fridays, 

11:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m.,  EST)  rolled  off  the  presses  this  week. 

The  book  is  comprised  of  four  bop -talk  fairy  tales: 
"Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Cool  Bears,"  "Three  Mixed-Up  Little  Pigs," 
"Crazy  Red  Riding  Hood,"  and  "Jack  and  the  Real  Flip  Beanstalk." 

Published  by  Simon  and  Schuster,  Steve's  "Bop  Fables"  have 
illustrations  by  George  Price  which  are  described  on  the  book  jacket 
as  "cool  drawings,  black  and  white  and  crazy  all  over."  Previously 
Allen  had  recorded  the  quartet  of  fairy  tales.  The  printed  version, 
he  says  in  his  introduction,  is  for  "people  who  couldn't  believe  their 
ears . " 


A  few  of  the  reasons  for  disbelief  on  the  part  of  readers 


can  be  found  in  the  following  quotations: 


and  David 


GOLDILOCKS  (upon  discovering  the  three  beds  in  the 
Bears'  house):  "These  dressing  rooms  on  the  road  are 
the  lowest." 

*  *  * 

THE  WOLF  (when  knocking  on  the  door  of  one  of  the 
three  pigs):  "I  understand  there's  a  session  going 
on  here  today." 

*  *  * 

THE  PIG  (replying):  "Cut  out,  boy,  we  are  not  tele¬ 
vising  the  hearings." 

*  *  * 

RED  RIDING  HOOD  (to  the  wolf  dressed  up  as  Grandma): 

"I  don't  want  to  sound  square  or  anything,  but  you 
don't  look  like  my  grandmother  at  all.  You  look  like 
some  other  cat." 

*  *  * 

The  volume  is  dedicated  to  Steve's  three  sons,  Stevie,  Brian 

- o -  NBC -New  York,  4/8/55 
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NBC’S  DAVIDSON  TAYLOR  TO  BE  SPOKESMAN  FOR  INDUSTRY  AT 

DINNER  OF  OHIO  INSTITUTE  FOR  EDUCATION  BY  RADIO-TV 

Davidson  Taylor,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Public  Affairs 
for  NBC,  will  be  the  spokesman  for  the  broadcasting  industry  at  the 
25th  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio- 
Television,  Thursday,  April  14,  at  the  Deshler-Hilton  Hotel,  Columbus, 
Ohio.  The  Institute  is  held  annually  under  auspices  of  Ohio  State 
University. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Taylor,  there  will  be  two  other  speakers 
at  the  anniversary  dinner  session,  one  representing  education,  one 
representing  government.  The  dinner  theme  will  be  "The  Shape  of 
Things  to  Come . " 

Edward  Stanley,  manager  of  NBC  public  service  programs,  will 
speak  on  "Maintaining  Cultural  Levels  on  the  Air"  at  the  Friday 
evening  session,  April  15*  and  also  will  take  part  in  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  of  children's  programs  Thursday  afternoon,  April  14. 

The  NBC  Opera  Theatre  will  participate  in  the  music  panel 
on  April  13.  Charles  Polachek,  associate  producer,  and  Herbert 
Grossman,  assistant  conductor,  will  represent  the  opera  department. 
Film  clips  from  four  NBC  opera  productions  will  be  shown. 

The  Institute  will  be  in  session  from  April  12  to  15. 

- o - 
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TRADE  NEWS 


35 ) 028, 000  TV  SETS  IN  U.S.  AS  OP  MARCH  1— GAIN  OF 
OVER  HALF- MILLION  DURING  FEBRUARY,  NBC  ESTIMATE  SHOWS 

Television  installations  in  the  U.S.  increased 
664,000  during  February  to  reach  a  total  of  35*028,000 
as  of  March  1,  1955*  according  to  an  estimate  released 
today  by  Hugh  M.  Beville  Jr,,  Director  of  Research  & 
Planning  for  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  This 
represents  an  increase  of  nearly  six  million  sets 
since  March  1,  1954. 

NBC  was  affiliated  with  186  stations  covering 
34,722,000  TV  sets.  Live  NBC  programs,  Mr,  Beville 
pointed  out,  were  available  to  158  stations  serving 
34,011,000  sets  of  97.1  per  cent  of  the  U.S,  total. 

As  of  March  1,  approximately  75  per  cent  of  all 
homes  in  the  country  were  in  areas  where  NBC  network 
color  programs  were  available,  according  to  Mr.  Beville. 
These  areas  accounted  for  close  to  90  per  cent  of  all 
U.S.  television  sets. 

- o - 
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EIGHT  MAJOR  AUTOMOBILE  MAKES  SIGN  FOR  PARTICIPATIONS 
ON  WEEK-LONG  DETROIT  ORIGINATION  OF  NBC-TV'S  ’TODAY'  j 

TODAY’S  origination  from  Detroit,  Mich,,  the  week  of  April 
18-22  has  created  such  interest  from  that  city’s  automobile  industry 
that  eight  major  automobile  makes  have  already  signed  for  partici¬ 
pations,  it  was  announced  today  by  Roy  Porteous,  Manager  of  Sales  for 
NBC’s  Participating  Programs. 

The  Detroit-originated  programs  will  be  seen  Monday,  April 
18,  through  Friday,  April  22  (7“9  a.m.,  EST,  CST  and  PST),  with  the 
entire  NBC-TV  show  built  around  the  industry  and  people  of  the  Motor 
City  and  the  theme,  "American  Power." 

Participations  have  been  sold  to:  Chrysler  through  McCann- 
Erickson  Inc.;  DeSoto  through  Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  &  Osborn  Inc.; 
Buick  through  Kudner  Agency  Inc.;  Cadillac  through  MacManus,  John  and 
Adams  Inc.;  Oldsmobile  through  D.P.  Brother  &  Co.;  Pontiac  through 
MacManus,  John  and  Adams  Inc,;  Packard  through  Ruthrauff  &  Ryan  Inc,; 
and  Chevrolet  through  the  Campbell-Ewald  Co. 

The  Detroit  origination  is  part  of  "Today’s"  series,  "'Today’ 
presents  the  Cities  of  America"  whereby  the  show  goes  on  the  "road" 
from  its  home  base  in  New  York  to  U.S.  cities  across  the  country. 
Recently  the  show  came  from  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  (week  of  Jan.  10 ).  Ne¬ 
gotiations  are  underway  for  the  show  to  visit  Atlantic  City  this  Summer 
and  New  Orleans  this  Fall. 

While  in  Detroit,  Dave  Garroway  will  present  his  program  from 
Greenfield  Village,  the  Veterans  Memorial  Building,  the  Chrysler 
Corporation’s  plant,  the  Packard-Studebaker  plant,  the  General  Motors 
Building  and  proving  grounds,  and  the  Ford  Rotunda  and  River  Rouge 
Plant. 
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|  NBC -TV  NEWS 
* - * 

DULUTH  TEACHER  IS  FIRST  TO  WIN  FRANCES  HORWICH  FELLOWSHIP 

IN  EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION 

The  first  winner  of  the  Frances  Horwich  Fellowship  in 
Early  Childhood  Education  at  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University, 
is  Miss  Ruth  Elizabeth  Green  of  Duluth,  Minn,,  according  to  an 
announcement  today  by  Dr.  Paul  G,  Bulger,  Acting  Provost  of  the 
College . 

The  fellowship,  which  has  an  annual  value  of  $2,000, 
was  established  last  year  by  the  American  Character  Doll  Company  in 
honor  of  the  work  of  Dr,  Frances  Horwich,  the  educator  who  is  well- 
known  as  "Miss  Frances"  of  DING  DONG  SCHOOL,  the  educational  TV 
program  produced  by  NBC  for  pre-school  children. 

Miss  Green  is  studying  for  her  doctor’s  degree  in  teacher 
education  in  the  Department  of  Curriculum  and  Teaching  at  Teachers 
College.  She  is  on  leave  from  the  Duluth  branch  of  the  University 
of  Minnesota,  where  she  is  an  advisor  for  kindergarten  and  primary 
education  students,  and  supervisor  of  student  teaching  in  the 
kindergarten  and  primary  grades  of  the  campus  laboratory  school.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Green  of  4421  Dodge  Street,  Duluth, 
Minn. 


NBC-New  York,  4/11/55 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


A  SERVICE 


NBC  COLOR  TELEVISION  SCHEDULE 
(April  17  -  23) 


(NBC -TV  Network  including  WRCA-TV) 

There  are  no  color  programs  scheduled  for  this  week. 


NBC -New  York,  4/11/55 


RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
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NBC -TV  PROGRAM 


THINGS  TO  COME  ON  ‘TODAY*  --  IN  DETROIT 

# - -sc-  — - - # 

When  NBC -TV's  "Today"  crew  arrives  in  Detroit  April  15  for 
a  week-long  series  of  telecasts  from  the  Motor  City  April  18  to  22, 
the  group  will  make  the  30 -mile  trip  from  the  Willow  Run  Airport 
to  Detroit  proper  in  a  motorcade  escorted  by  motorcycle  police. 

Heading  the  parade  will  be  Dave  Garroway,  riding  in  the  Chrysler 
Company's  Presidential  Car,  a  specially  built,  20-foot  long 
automobile  designed  for  President  Eisenhower's  use  when  he  visits 
Detroit . 

The  rest  of  the  "Today"  staff  will  follow  in  Fords, 
Chryslers,  Packards,  Studebakers  and  General  Motors  models.  All  of 
these  companies  will  be  visited  by  "Today, 11  on  television,  during  the 
Detroit  originations.  "Today"  workers  will  drive  and  be  driven  in 
only  Ford  Company  products  on  Monday,  April  18;  Chrysler  Company  cars 
on  Tuesday,  April  19;  Packard-Studebaker  makes  on  Wednesday.  April  20; 
General  Motors  cars  on  Thursday,  April  21;  and  Fords  on  Friday, 

April  22.  The  programs  will  originate  from  plants  of  those 
particular  companies  on  those  specific  days. 

*  *  # 

Louis  C.  Mariani,  president  of  Detroit's  Common  Council, 
will  be  a  guest  on  "Today"  Monday,  April  18  to  welcome  the  program 
to  Detroit. 

*  *  # 

"Today"  viewers  will  have  an  opportunity  to  see  a  motor 
car  turned  off  the  Ford  assembly  line  during  the  telecast  from 


(more ) 
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2  -  'Today1 


Detroit  Friday,  April  22.  While  "Today"  visits  Ford's  River  Rouge 
plant,  it  will  follow  through  the  process  from  the  time  the  engine 
block  drops  onto  the  bare  frame  until  the  completed  car  stands  at 
the  end  of  the  line,  ready  to  be  driven  away. 

*  *  * 

"Today"  is  preparing  a  special  sports  film  for  showing 
during  the  Detroit  originations.  It  will  feature  such  former 
Detroit  sports  greats  as  Charlie  Gehringer  and  Hank  Greenberg  of  the 
Tigers,  Joe  Louis  and  some  of  the  great  Detroit  Lions  football  and 
Detroit  Red  Wing  hockey  teams. 

*  *  * 

Fred  Sanders,  head  of  Detroit's  Sanders  restaurant 
chain,  will  tell  how  his  grandfather  discovered  and  made  the  first 
ice  cream  soda,  when  he  is  interviewed  by  Dave  Garroway  Wednesday, 
April  20. 

*  *  * 

"Today"  is  seen  on  NBC -TV,  Monday  through  Friday,  from 
7-9  a.m.,  EST,  CST  and  PST. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CREDITS  FOR  'A  CONVERSATION  WITH  ARNOLD  TOYNBEE'  ON  NBC -TV 


TITLE: 

A  CONVERSATION  WITH  ARNOLD  TOYNBEE 

NETWORK: 

NBC -TV 

TIME: 

Sunday,  April  17  (4-4:30  p.m., 

'ES'TJ 

DESCRIPTION: 

The  distinguished  British  historian, 
whose  10-volume  "A  Study  of 

History"  has  been  generally 
acclaimed  as  one  of  the  great 
books  of  the  century,  speaks  of 
his  life  and  work  in  this  film, 
one  of  NBC -TV's  continuing  series 
of  conversations  with  "elder  wise 
men. 11 

PRODUCER: 

Robert  Graff 

DIRECTOR: 

Alexander  Hammid 

CAMERAMEN : 

Thomas  Priestly,  Cy  Avnet 

BIOGRAPHICAL  DATA: 

Arnold  Toynbee  was  born  in  London 

66  years  ago.  After  graduation 
from  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  he 
spent  a  year  partly  on  a  walking 
tour  among  the  ancient  ruins  of 
Greece,  partly  as  a  student  in  the 
British  Archaeological  School  in 
Athens.  "A  Study  of  History"  dates 
back  to  1922,  when  he  jotted  down 
the  core  of  his  project  on  half  a 
sheet  of  paper.  In  the  next  two 
years  he  got  the  entire  shape  of 
it  outlined  in  notes;  the  next 
quarter  century  he  spent  writing 
it.  The  final  four  volumes  were 
published  last  year. 

Professor  Toynbee  has  been  twice 
married.  He  has  three  sons,  one 
of  them  the  novelist  Philip 

Toynbee . 

NBC -New  York,  4/11/55 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CREDITS  FOR  'CAPTAIN  HARTZ  AND  HIS  PETS’  ON  NBC-TV 


PROGRAM: 

CAPTAIN  HARTZ  AND  HIS  PETS 

STARTING  DATE: 

Oct.  3,  1954 

TIME: 

NBC-TV,  Sundays,  12  Noon- 
12:  15  p.m.,  EST 

STAR: 

Ned  Locke  as  Captain  Hartz 

CAST: 

Jerry  Garvey  as  Jerry  and 
Patricia  Crane  as  Pat. 

FORMAT: 

Capt.  Hartz,  an  international 
airline  pilot,  returns  from 
his  travels  with  interesting 
pets  from  other  lands;  he 
shows  animals  and  tells  tales 
about  them.  Lessons  in  se¬ 
lection,  care  and  feeding  of 
different  pets  are  given,  and 
guest  animal  experts  appear 
frequently. 

PRODUCER: 

Harry  Trigg 

DIRECTOR: 

Len  Salvo,  Jr. 

WRITER: 

Alan  Beaumont 

SPONSOR: 

Hartz  Mountain  Products 

AGENCY: 

George  H,  Hartman  Co., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

ORIGINATION: 

NBC  Merchandise  Mart 

Studios,  Chicago  (Live) 

(This  supersedes 

credit  sheet  of  Oct.  4,  1954) 

- 0 - 
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TRADE  NEWS 


A  SERVICE  OF 

April  12,  1955 

BRAND  NAMES  FOUNDATION'S  RETAILERS -OF -YEAR 
TO  BE  HONORED  BY  NBC  BREAKFAST 

Over  200  of  the  nation's  leading  retailers  and  their  wives, 
attending  the  Brand  Names  Foundation's  Retailer-of -the -Year  Competition 
in  New  York,  will  be  honored  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company's 
Participating  Programs  Department  with  a  breakfast  Wednesday,  April  13. 
The  breakfast  will  be  in  the  Rainbow  Room  in  Rockefeller  Plaza. 

Matthew  J.  Culligan,  national  sales  manager  of  NBC-TV,  will 

preside  at  the  breakfast,  which  will  be  attended  by  NBC  personalities 

including  "Today's”  Dave  Garroway  and  J.  Fred  Muggs  and  "Home's" 

Arlene  Francis.  NBC  officials  attending  include  Mort  Werner,  director 

of  NBC's  participating  programs,  and  Roy  Porteous,  manager  of  sales 
for  participating  programs. 

Members  of  the  Brand  Names  Foundation's  Board  of  Directors 
who  will  attend  the  NBC  breakfast  include  Harold  E.  Fellows,  president 
of  NARTB;  Frederic  R.  Gamble,  president  of  the  American  Association  of 
Advertising  Agencies;  Barry  T.  Leithead,  president  of  Cluett,  Peabody, 
Inc.;  Robert  E.  MacNeal,  president  of  the  Curtis  Publishing  Co.;  and 
Paul  S.  Willis,  president  of  the  Grocery  Manufacturers  of  America. 

The  group  of  retailers  are  attending  the  three -day  Brand 
Names  Foundation's  program  ending  April  13>  when  they  will  be  awarded 
for  outstanding  presentation  of  brands  to  the  public  during  195^. 

Forty  states  are  represented  in  the  group. 

- o - 
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LILY  PONS  AND  JOSE  ITURBI  AMONG  STAR  ARTISTS  SCHEDULED 
FOR  ‘TELEPHONE  HOUR*  15TH  ANNIVERSARY  GALA 

Full-Hour  Concert  to  Be  Broadcast  May  16 

The  fifteenth  birthday  of  THE  TELEPHONE  HOUR  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  with  a  star-studded  musical  cast  in  a  full  hour’s  program 
Monday ,  May  16  (NBC  Radio,  8:30-9:30  p.m.,  EST).  Lily  Pons,  Jose 
Iturbi,  Eileen  Farrell,  Brian  Sullivan  and  Michael  Rabin  are  the  star 
names  for  this  musical  cavalcade, celebrating  the  start  of  the  l6th 
year  for  this  radio  series.  Donald  Voorhees,  musical  director  since 
the  program's  inception,  will  conduct  the  Bell  Symphonic  Orchestra. 

As  in  the  past  15  years,  the  "Telephone  Hour"  has  planned 
a  list  of  artists  for  the  coming  year  which  reads  like  a  "Who's  Who" 
in  mu3ic.  Among  those  who  will  return  to  the  program  in  the  coming 
year  are  Renata  Tebaldi,  Zino  Francescatti,  Robert  Casadesus,  Lily 
Pons,  Jose  Iturbi,  George  London,  Victoria  de  los  Angeles,  Blanche 
Thebom,  Igor  Gorin,  Eileen  Farrell,  Brian  Sullivan,  Michael  Rabin, 
Barbara  Gibson,  Grant  Johannesen,  Lucine  Amara,  and  Leon  Fleischer. 
Three  artists  will  make  their  first  appearances  on  the  program  in  the 
coming  year:  violinist  Isaac  Stern  and  baritones  Leonard  Warren 
and  William  Warfield, 

The  "birthday  program"  will  be  a  reflection  of  the  kind  of 

(more) 
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2  -  ’The  Telephone  Hour’ 


program  that  the  ’’Telephone  Hour"  has  offered  listeners  in  the  785 
previous  consecutive  weekly  broadcasts.  The  celebrated  opera  stars 
Lily  Pons,  Eileen  Farrell  and  Brian  Sullivan  will  be  heard  in  operatic 
arias  and  ensembles  and  in  beloved  concert  songs,  Iturbi  will  play 
music  of  Debussy,  in  whose  interpretation  he  is  justly  celebrated 
and  young  Mr.  Rabin  will  play  a  movement  from  a  violin  concerto, 

Donald  Voorhees  and  the  57-piece  virtuoso  Bell  Symphonic  Orchestra 
will  play  several  symphonic  pieces  in  varied  moods. 

In  the  past  15  years  112  distinguished  artists  have 
appeared  on  this  noted  radio  concert  series.  Jascha  Heifetz,  Fritz 
Kreisler,  Marian  Anderson,  Grace  Moore,  Lily  Pons,  Josef  Hoffmann, 
Helen  Traubel,  Clifford  Curzon,  Lawrence  Tibbett,  Maggie  Teyte,  Mary 
Martin,  Ezio  Pinza,  George  London,  Renata  Tebaldi,  Ferruccio 
Tagliavini,  Pia  Tassinari  are  typical  of  the  names  that  have 
brightened  the  "Telephone  Hour"  roster. 

The  broadcasts  of  the  "Telephone  Hour"  now  originate  in 
Carnegie  Hall,  the  mecca  of  the  American  concert  world.  Wallace 
Magill  produces  the  programs  for  the  sponsor  The  Bell  Telephone 
System.  N.W.  Ayer  is  the  advertising  agency, 

- o - 
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NBC-TV  NEWS 


GEORGE  GOBEL  A  PEABODY  AWARD  WINNER 

NBC  Radio’s  Pauline  Frederick  and  ’Conversation’ 

Also  Will  Receive  Top  Awards  April  20 

George  Gobel,  NBC  comedian,  will  receive  a  George  Foster 
Peabody  Award  for  the  "best  television  entertainment  in  1954"  at  a 
luncheon  in  New  York  April  20.  Other  NBC  programs  singled  out  for  the 
coveted  Peabody  awards : 

CONVERSATION,  which  has  presented  some  of  the  world’s  most 
prominent  figures  discussing  nearly  everything  from  science  to  poetry, 
was  cited  for  the  best  radio  entertainment  of  the  year. 

PAULINE  FREDERICK  AT  THE  U.N.,  a  program  which  covers  events 
and  ideas  at  the  United  Nations,  was  chosen  for  making  the  best  radio 
contribution  to  international  understanding. 

WJAR-TV  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  an  NBC  affiliate,  won  the 
Peabody  television  regional  public  service  award  for  its  coverage  of 
"Hurricane  Carol." 

The  awards  will  be  presented  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Radio  and  Television  Executives  Society  of  New  York  at  the  Hotel 
Roosevelt.  Master  of  ceremonies  will  be  Bennett  Cerf,  editor,  pub¬ 
lisher,  and  broadcaster.  Also  taking  part  in  the  program  will  be 
Edward  Weeks,  editor  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly  and  chairman  of  the 
Peabody  Board;  and  Dean  John  E.  Drewry  of  the  Henry  W.  Grady  School, 
University  of  Georgia,  which  with  the  Peabody  Board  administers  the 
awards. 

The  Peabody  Awards  were  established  to  honor  the  memory  of 
the  late  George  Foster  Peabody,  a  New  York  banker  and  philanthropist 

and  a  life  trustee  of  the  University  of  Georgia.  The  awards  re¬ 
cognize  "the  most  disinterested  and  meritorious  public  service 
rendered  each  year  by  radio  and  television."  This  is  the  fifteenth 
year  of  the  Peabody  Awards,  which  have  been  described  as  "the 
Pulitzer  prizes  of  the  Fifth  Estate." 
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'HALL  OP  FAME'  PRODUCTIONS  OP  SHAKESPEARE 
BRING  AWARD  TO  NBC  AND  SPONSOR 

An  award  to  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  the 
HALLMARK  HALL  OP  FAME,  seen  on  NBC  on  Sunday  afternoon,  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Shakespeare  Club  of  New  York  City  Sunday,  April  24. 

(Not  a  broadcast).  The  award  will  be  given  at  the  66th  annual  re¬ 
ception  and  dinner  of  the  organization  at  the  National  Arts  Club, 

The  occasion  will  be  the  sixth  annual  presentation  of  awards  at  the 
time  of  Shakespeare's  birthday  (April  23). 

Richard  Pinkham,  NBC  vice-president,  will  accept  the  award 
on  behalf  of  NBC,  and  John  Oakson,  director  of  advertising  for  the 
sponsor.  Hallmark  Cards,  will  accept  in  their  behalf. 

The  award  is  made  in  recognition  of  NBC's  and  the  program's 
contribution  to  the  dissemination  of  Shakespeare ' 3  plays  in  the 'Hall¬ 
mark  Hall  of  Fame"  presentations  of  "Hamlet,"  "Richard  II"  and 
"Macbeth,"  all  starring  Maurice  Evans,  In  all  three  cases  the  plays 
were  given  with  star  casts  in  productions  which  were  hailed  by  the 
critical  press  of  the  nation.  In  addition  Hallmark  Cards  has  made 

two  of  these  available  on  film  for  school  showings, 

Mr,  Evans  was  recently  signed  to  present  a  complete  season 
of  plays  for  1955-56  for  the  "Hallmark  Hall  of  Fame"  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noons,  once  a  month.  It  is  expected  that  at  least  one  of  these  will 
be  another  Shakespeare  production, 

Mary  O' Moore  Delaney  is  president  of  the  Shakespeare  Club  of 
New  York  City.  Past  awards  have  gone  to  such  noted  actors  as  Sir 
Laurence  Olivier,  Sir  John  Gielgud,  and  Mr,  Evans, 
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April  13,  1955 

GENERAL  FOODS  TO  SPONSOR  HOUR-LONG  TELECAST  OF  ROY  ROGERS 
WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  RODEO  IN  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEX.,  JUNE  21 

Nationwide  Children's  Contest  to  be  Conducted 
In  Conjunction  with  Telecast 

General  Foods  Corporation  will  sponsor  an  hour-long  tele¬ 
cast  of  the  Roy  Rogers  World  Championship  Rodeo  in  San  Antonio, 

Texas,  over  NBC-TV  Tuesday,  June  21  (8-9  p.m.,  EDT),  it  was  announced 
today  by  George  H.  Frey,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Television 
Network  Sales  for  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

The  telecast  will  star  Roy  Rogers  and  Dale  Evans  and  will 
originate  on  the  final  day  of  the  Roy  Rogers  World  Championship  Rodeo 
(June  17-21)  at  the  San  Antonio  Coliseum.  The  program  will  feature 
top  rodeo  cowboys  vying  for  the  prize  money  in  classic  rodeo  congests, 
as  well  as  Western  entertainment  specialties  by  Roy  and  Dale  and 
their  troupe,  including  Roy's  famous  Palominos,  Trigger  and  Trigger, 
Jr. 

The  world's  champion  cowboys  and  some  of  the  world's  finest 
stock,  including  more  than  500  head  from  the  internationally  famous 
Everett  Colburn  ranch  in  Dublin,  Texas,  will  be  highlights  of  the 
special  telecast. 

A  nationwide  essay  contest  for  children  12  years  old  and 

(more ) 
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2  -  Telecast  of  Rodeo 


under  will  precede  the  June  21  telecast.  It  will  be  conducted  by- 
Roy  Rogers  Enterprises  in  cooperation  with  NBC-TV  affiliates.  Sub¬ 
ject  for  the  essays  will  be  the  Alamo  in  San  Antonio,  scene  of  the 
historic  battle  in  the  fight  for  Texas  independence  in  1836,  with 
each  child  to  write  in  100  words  or  less  "What  the  Alamo  Means  to 
Me." 

Preliminaries  in  the  contest  will  be  conducted  by  the  113 
affiliated  stations  carrying  the  Roy  Rogers  World  Championship  Rodeo 
telecast.  Each  will  select  four  winners,  two  boys  and  two  girls. 

These  four  will  receive  complete  Roy  Rogers  and  Dale  Evans  outfits. 

A  total  of  $35*000  worth  of  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  over  400 
children  from  coast  to  coast. 

The  winning  essays  from  all  stations  will  go  to  Dr,  H. 

Bailey  Carroll,  Professor  of  History  at  the  University  of  Texas,  for 
further  judging.  Semi-final  selections  will  be  made  on  a  regional 
basis  --  six  boys  and  six  girls  from  six  regions  in  the  U.S, 

The  12  winners  will  receive  all-expenses-paid  trips  to  San 
Antonio  for  the  Rodeo  and  complete  Roy  Rogers  and  Dale  Evans  wardrobes. 
In  San  Antonio,  the  boy  and  girl  with  the  most  outstanding  essay  will 
be  named  "Junior  King  of  the  Cowboys"  and  "Junior  Queen  of  the  West." 
They  will  ride  with  Roy  and  Dale  in  the  Rodeo  parade  and  be  introduced 
on  the  June  21  NBC-TV  telecast. 

General  Foods  sponsors  "The  Roy  Rogers  Show"  over  NBC-TV 
every  Sunday,  6:30-7  p.m,  Benton  &  Bowles  is  the  advertising  agency. 
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SHOWMANAGER  AWARD- -HIGHEST  HONOR  IN  VARIETY'S  S HOW MAN A GEME NT 
REVIEW - - PRESENTED  TO  SYLVESTER  L.  WEAVER  JR.,  PRESIDENT  OF  NBC 

George  Gobel  and  'Biographies  in  Sound'  Take  Top  Honors  and 
NBC  Programs  and  Affiliates  Receive  21  Other  Awards 

Variety's  Showmanager  Award  --  highest  honor  in  the  pub¬ 
lication's  Showmanagement  Review  for  1954-55  --  has  been  presented 
to  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr,,  President  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company,  In  addition,  two  of  Variety's  Special  Citations  have  been 
awarded  to  NBC's  George  Gobel  and  NBC  Radio's  "Biographies  in  Sound," 
and  21  other  accolades  were  given  NBC  programs,  divisions  and 
affiliates.  Results  of  the  publication's  latest  Showmanagement 
Review  were  announced  April  13* 

Mr.  Weaver's  Showmanager  Award  citation  reads  in  part: 

"If  any  one  man  is  to  be  singled  out  for  bringing  imaginative  quali¬ 
ties  and  a  new  kind  of  excitement  to  television  during  the  past 
year,  that  man,  beyond  any  question  of  doubt,  is  Sylvester  L,  (Pat) 
Weaver,  president  of  NBC. 

"Virtually  from  the  start  of  commercial  telecasting,  Weaver 
has  been  .a  dedicated  man  --  to  convince  the  advertiser  and  the  agency 
not  to  mention  the  viewer,  that  this  dynamic  new  video  medium  can  be 
something  more  than  'radio  with  eyes'  and  that  the  horizons  are 

(more) 
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2  -  Showmanagement  Awards 

practically  unlimited.  Never  one  to  underestimate  the  intelligence  of 
his  audience,  it  has  been  the  Weaver  credo  that  ’we  must  program  up, 
not  down,  to  get  the  audience;  we  must  program  for  the  light  viewer 
and  the  heavy  viewer  so  that  television  will  have  for  its  circulation 
all  members  of  all  families.’" 

George  Gobel’s  Special  Citation  from  Variety  singled  him 
out  as  "--a  cause  of  new  worry  on  the  part  of  cinema  houses."  The 
award  was  made  to  Gobel  "For  his  superb  timing,  for  the  way  in  which 
he  subordinates  himself  to  his  guest  attractions  (be  they  king  or 
regular  size),  for  his  offbeat  charm,  for  his  refusal  to  descend  to 
the  blues  in  the  night,  for  his  vital  humor,  his  gentleness,  for  his 
highly  polished  satire  --  and  for  his  infinite  talents  in  the 
phraseology  department." 

The  Special  Citation  presented  to  NBC  Radio’s  "Biographies 
in  Sound"  for  "bringing  a  new  distinction  to  radio"  reads  in  part: 

"The  programs  are  mounted  with  authority  and  infused  with  universal 
interest.  If  ’Biographies  in  Sound’  were  to  serve  as  a  model  for 
the  introduction  of  bigtime  formats  elsewhere  in  the  spectrum,  radio 
might  indeed  have  a  kind  of  renascence." 

NBC  Radio's  "Conversation"  program  received  a  special 
mention  as  "one  of  the  genuinely  classy  'think  pieces’  in  the  sound 
medium’s  firmament." 

Seven  NBC  affiliates  received  Plaque  Awards  and  were 
listed  on  Variety’s  Honor  Roll  of  Radio-TV  Stations.  They  are: 

WLW-T,  Cincinnati,  for  "Serving  the  Public  Interest";  WBZ  for  "Radio 
Station  Showmanship";  WJAR  AM  and  TV,  Providence,  for  "Outstanding 
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3  -  Showmanagement  Awards 


News  Station";  KTFI,  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  for  "Showmanship  Promotion"; 
KIST,  Santa  Barbara,  for  "Imagination  in  Programming";  KRG-TV, 
Weslaco,  Texas,  for  "Small  TV  Station  Operation," 

The  following  NBC  owned  stations,  affiliates  and  Division 
won  highlight  mention  in  the  Showmanship  Review:  WRCA-WRCA-TV, 

New  York;  WMAQ-WNBQ,  Chicago;  WTIC,  Hartford;  WBAL,  Baltimore; 

WAVE,  Louisville;  WVEC-TV,  Norfolk;  KYW,  Philadelphia;  WSB,  Atlanta; 
KOA,  Denver;  WLW,  Cincinnati;  and  NBC  Spot  Sales, 


NBC-New  York,  4/14/55 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  14,  1955 

MILLION  DOLLAR  WEEK  ANNOUNCED  FOR  "TODAY,"  "HOME"  AND  "TONIGHT"; 

SALES  ASSUMPTIONS  FOR  T-H-T 'S  2ND  QUARTER  NEARING  100$ 

Over  one  million  dollars  --  $1,300,000  —  in  gross  billings 
was  placed  on  the  books  for  NBC’s  TODAY,  HOME  and  TONIGHT  programs 
during  the  week  of  March  25>  with  12  clients  coming  in  since  then,  it 
was  announced  today  by  Roy  Porteous,  Manager  of  Sales  for  NBC's 
Participating  Programs* 

Mr.  Porteous  also  announced  that  T-H-T  has  almost  attained 
its  sales  goal  of  $4,900,000  for  the  second  quarter  of  1955  (April- 
May-June),  with  nearly  three  months  to  go.  "Home"  now  has  $2,000,000 
on  its  books  for  the  second  quarter,  which  fills  its  quota,  and 
"Today's"  and  "Tonight's"  total  so  far  for  this  quarter  is  $2,300,000. 

Two  of  the  largest  individual  T-H-T  orders  during  its 
"Million  Dollar  Week"  were  "Home"  renewals  from  Adolph's  Meat 
Tenderizer  for  52  participations  through  J.P.  Shelly  &  Associates  and 
Heinz's  order  for  82  participations  through  Maxon,  Inc.,  agency. 

Among  the  new  T-H-T  clients  during  the  week  of  March  25 , 
were  the  Florists  Telegraph  Delivery  Association  and  Lettuce,  Inc., 
the  latter  making  television  history  by  being  the  first  perishable 

(more) 
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2  -  T-H-T 


produce  item  to  sign  for  a  network  TV  advertising  campaign. 

Other  advertisers  to  sign  up  for  the  second  quarter  on  T-H-T 
are  International  Shoes,  G.M.  Scott  La wn  Seed,  Murine,  Nesco  Frying 
Pan,  Black  and  Decker  (portable  electric  drills),  and  Sawyer’s,  Inc. 
(slide  viewers). 

T-H-T ’s  recently  announced  Summer  Incentive  Sales  Plan, 
whereby  advertisers  can  receive  up  to  33 .4  per  cent  discount, 
continues  to  bring  in  sales,  Porteous  reported.  Helene  Curtis  has 
just  signed  for  52  participations  under  the  plan.  Other  Summer 
Incentive  advertisers  include  Sergeant’s  Dog  Care  Products,  Star-Kist 
Tuna,  Glass  Container  Corp.,  Mobile  Homes,  Broil-Quik  and  California 
Packing. 


o 


NBC -New  York,  4/14/55 


.nsJfcBqms  i  i  "  :»o  ms^I 

c  fur::  rtol  q u  nsXe  otf  B'XSBlCtaavbB  • 

,  :  .  .M.O  t8©ori8  iBOol^ame&tH  &je 

bflfi  *{.«XXX?f)  >Xcfjs^foq)  Tsjfoea  £>ns  ^ofiXS  1hb^ 

,  (  Z'i  9W 9± V  SJbX  I  Q  ) 

^ i ■  . c  j.'-  '.JnooaJ  *XBftnm/2  -orn/ennx  ^Xtfjisos'i  e'T-H-T 

,  ,?rR  jL if-  of!DO  ‘icq  4.££  ocf  qi/  9Vi909ri  fffio  e'xee ita9VbC  Yd9T[©riVJ 
acd  axcteijO  oncXsK  . botaoqs*  Bjjo&cfool  te&Ii ic  r:i  s^X-xcf  otf  esun.^froo 

.  . 

' 

Blrno'l :.Xi»0  one  Miry-.Cio*!^  nomoH  eiiciol'  t  .<;■  xoO  rtenlrJnc:)  t  sbIO  tOrn/E 

.gnX>ioBci 


e^>lV  t-107  V7£.:i-0tr 


TRADE  NEWS 


April  14,  1955 

JOHN  H.  THOMPSON  NAMED  MANAGER  OP  NEWS 
AND  SPECIAL  EVENTS  FOR  NBC  PACIFIC  DIVISION 

John  H.  Thompson  has  been  appointed  Manager  of  News  and 
Special  Events,  Pacific  Division  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company, 
it  was  announced  today  by  Davidson  Taylor,  Vice  President  in  Charge  of 
Public  Affairs.  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  Program  Director  of  NBC's  San 
Francisco  radio  station  KNBC, 

In  announcing  the  appointment,  Mr.  Taylor  said  that  it  was 
in  line  with  the  rapidly  expanding  coverage  of  the  West  Coast  by  NBC 
News  and  Special  Events. 

The  following  new  assignments  were  also  announced: 

Roger  Sprague  will  be  Supervisor  of  the  Central  News  Desk 
for  both  the  TV  and  Radio  networks.  Newscaster  Roy  Neal  will  continue 
as  West  Coast  Commentator  of  the  NBC -TV  News  Caravan  and  as  a  producer 
of  special  events.  Both  men  will  report  to  Mr.  Thompson,  who  will 
have  headquarters  at  NBC,  Sunset  and  Vine,  Hollywood. 

Mr.  Thompson  joined  NBC  in  1937  as  a  member  of  the  network's 
Central  Division  news  staff  in  Chicago,  after  working  as  a  reporter 
and  rewrite  man  on  the  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  Messenger  and  the  United 
Press.  Programs  produced  under  his  supervision  at  KNBC  have  won 
national  honors,  including  the  Peabody  Award.  He  lives  in  San  Anselmo 
with  his  wife,  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 
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April  14,  1955 

SAM  SHARKEY  APPOINTED  EDITOR,  NBC  NEWS; 

HEADED  N.Y.  TIMES  NATIONAL  NEWS  DESK 

L—  _ 

Sam  Sharkey,  former  head  of  the  national  news  desk  at  the 
New  York  Times,  is  joining  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  as 
Editor,  NBC  News,  it  was  announced  today  by  Davidson  Taylor,  Vice 
President  in  Charge  of  Public  Affairs.  Mr.  Sharkey’s  new  position 
is  effective  Monday,  April  18.  He  will  report  to  William  R.  Me Andrew, 
Director,  NBC  News. 

A  veteran  of  10  year’s  service  with  the  Times,  Mr.  Sharkey 
previously  worked  on  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  the  Philadelphia 
Record,  the  Trenton  Times  newspapers  and  the  Saratoga,  N.Y., 
Saratogian. 

For  the  past  eight  years,  Mr.  Sharkey  has  been  assistant 
professor  in  the  Columbia  University  Graduate  School  of  Journalism  and 
during  the  same  period  has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Tobe- 
Coburn  School  in  New  York  City.  He  has  delivered  lectures  all  over 
the  country  and  has  appeared  on  numerous  radio  and  television  panel 
shows . 

A  native  of  Trenton,  N.J.,  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1937  at  Rutgers.  He  is  married  and  has  one  daughter.  He  lives 
with  his  family  in  Westport,  Conn. 
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NBC  SPOT  SALES  HONORED  BY  'VARIETY'  SHOWMAN AGEMENT  HIGHLIGHT 


The  22nd  Annual  Showmanagement  Awards  of  "Variety"  announced 
this  week  singled  out  NBC  Spot  Sales  for  a  citation  in  view  of  the 
sales  organization's  "showmanship  angles  and  impact  left  on  the 
stations,  on  the  agency,  and  on  the  advertiser." 

NBC  Spot  Sales  was  the  only  radio  and  television  national 
sales  representative  so  honored  by  "Variety"  this  year.  In  its 
citation,  "Variety"  said: 

"NBC  Spot  Sales:  Division  came  up  with  a  lot  of  showmanship 
angles  during  the  past  year,  from  electronic  spot  buying  demonstrations 
to  a  variety  of  direct  mail  pieces.  'Spotsie,'  the  most  successful 
Xmas  mailing  in  the  division's  experience;  the  showmanly  kits  of 
intricate  pattern  and  design;  the  penny  giveaway  to  accent  low  cost- 
per-thousand;  the  calendar  slip-stick;  unique  trade  ads  and  the 
assorted  chain  lightning  bally  left  their  impact  on  the  stations,  on 
the  agency  and  on  the  advertisers," 

NBC  Spot  Sales  is  headed  by  Thomas  B.  McFadden,  vice 
president.  Its  Manager  of  New  Business  and  Advertising  Department 
until  recently  was  headed  by  H.W.  (Hank)  Shepard  who  is  now  Director 
of  Sales,  NBC  Radio  Spot  Sales.  Mort  Gaffin  recently  replaced 
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Mr.  Shepard  in  the  promotion  post,  Wilbur  Fromm  is  Advertising  and 
Promotion  Manager,  and  Seymour  Val  is  Radio  Promotion  Supervisor. 

NBC  Spot  Sales  represents  WAVE  and  WAVE-TV,  Louisville; 

WRGB,  Schenectady;  KONA  and  KGU,  Honolulu;  KSD  and  KSD-TV,  St.  Louis; 
KPTV,  Portland,  Oregon;  WTAM  and  WNBK,  Cleveland;  WMAQ  and  WNBQ, 
Chicago;  WRCA  and  WRCA-TV,  New  York;  WRC  and  WRC-TV,  Washington; 

KRCA,  Los  Angeles;  KNBC,  San  Francisco;  and  the  NBC  Western  Radio 
Network,  and  the  Crosley  group  of  radio  and  television  stations  in  the 
West  Coast  and  in  Detroit. 
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WC  O  &  O  STATIONS  DIVISION 


NBC -OWNED  RADIO  AND  TV  STATIONS  IN  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO 


HONORED  BY  ‘VARIETY1  SHOWMANAGEMENT  CITATIONS 


NBC -owned  radio  and  television  stations  in  New  York  and 
Chicago  were  honored  with  citations  by  "Variety’s"  22nd  Annual 
Showmanagement  Awards. 

WRCA  Radio  and  WRCA-TV  in  New  York  were  singled  out  for 
"broad  base  of  programming,  merchandising  and  exploitation  under 
veepee  Hamilton  Shea."  The  honor  to  WMAQ  Radio  and  WNBQ  (TV), 
Chicago,  cited  Jules  Herbuveaux,  general  manager;  Henry  Sjogren, 
assistant  general  manager;  and  George  Heinemann,  program  director 
of  the  stations  as  "quite  a  combo  .  .  .  who  are  constantly  alerted 
to  changing  public  tastes  in  radio  and  thus  maintain  a  preeminent 
status  in  midwest  broadcasting  circles  .  .  .  with  a  variety  of 
programming  in  the  best  Chicago  tradition." 

WRCA  and  WRCA-TV  were  also  lauded  by  "Variety"  for 
"Citizens  Union  Searchlight"  program,  public  service  feature  being 
cited  as  "major  in  the  news  winner  (which)  bids  fair  to  go  on 
forever  as  the  city’s  watchdog  on  the  broadcasting  side." 

The  complete  citations  for  the  NBC-owned  radio  and 
television  stations  in  New  York  and  Chicago  read: 
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"WRCA  &  WRCA-TV,  New  York  —  NBC's  Gotham  flagships  operate 
on  a  broad  base  in  programming,  merchandising  and  exploitation  under 
veepee  Hamilton  Shea.  Overall  accent  is  on  service,  which  could  mean 
anything  from  an  elaborate  remote  in  support  of  a  sponsor's  coin  to  a 
whole  series  of  civic  campaigns.  On  the  VJRCA  radio  side,  the  emphasis 
is  on  the  personality  parade,  including  live  wake-up  music  (such  as 
in  the  Allyn  Edwards  show);  A1  Collins'  three  platter-spinning  shows 
(in  a  moveover  from  indie  rival  WNEW);  Tex  &  Jinx  McCrary,  who,  in  a 
reshuffle,  were  launched  on  a  new  afternoon  skein  and  had  their 
nighttime  series  hiked  by  30  minutes;  and  such  other  segments  as  the 
feature  and  news  stanza,  'Pulse';  Sydney  Smith,  the  femme  'By-Liner'; 
Fleetwood's  'Music  Through  the  Night';  Gabriel  Pressman's  roving 
reporter  assignments. 

"WRCA-TV  keeps  humming  under  program  topper  Steve  Krantz 
with  Herb  Sheldon,  Steve  Allen,  Richard  Willis,  Norman  Brokenshire 
(latter  of  recent  premiering),  Charity  Bailey  and  numerous  public 
service  programs. 

"WMAQ-WNBQ,  Chicago:  Quite  a  team,  this  Jules  Herbuveaux- 
Henry  S jogren-George  Heinemann  combo  on  the  brace  of  NBC  Chi.  stations, 
who  are  constantly  alerted  to  changing  public  tastes  in  radio  and  tv 
and  thus  maintain  a  preeminent  status  in  midwest  broadcasting  circles. 
During  the  past  year  they've  come  up  with  a  variety  of  new  programming 
concepts  in  the  best  Chi.  tradition,  as  witness: 

" 'Cartoonland, 1  new  children's  show  which  is  a  complete 
departure  from  the  usual  kid  show  by  presenting  humor  appealing  to 
youngsters  in  the  most  difficult  form  of  comedy  —  pantomime; 

'Bob  &  Kay  With  Eddie  Doucette,'  presenting  Chi's  own  magazine  of  the 
air  and  of  especial  interest  to  the  housewife  audience;  'Kids' 

Holiday, '  another  moppet -slanted  show  which  attracts  more  than  5,000 
pieces  of  mail  per  month." 


o 
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April  15,  1955 

NBC  OFFERS  ZENITH  RADIO  CORP.  FREE  TIME 
TO  AIR  VIEWS  ON  SUBSCRIPTION  TELEVISION 


The  National  Broadcasting  Company  announced  today  that  it 
had  offered  the  Zenith  Radio  Corporation  fifteen  minutes  of  free  time 
on  the  five  television  stations  which  NBC  owns  for  a  presentation  of 
Zenith's  views  in  support  of  subscription  television.  The  offer  was 
made  through  Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  &  Osborn,  advertising  agency  for 
Zenith. 

The  Network  also  announced  that,  if  the  offer  of  free  time 
is  accepted  by  Zenith,  NBC  will  make  equal  time  available  on  the  same 
stations  to  a  representative  organization  opposed  to  subscription 
television. 

The  NBC  offer  followed  a  request  by  BBD&O,  representing 
Zenith,  to  purchase  one -minute  commercial  spot  announcements  on  the 
five  NBC  stations  to  promote  subscription  television.  In  making  its 

offer  of  fifteen  minutes'  free  time,  NBC  pointed  out  that  in  view  of 
the  complexity  of  the  issues  involved  in  the  controversy  on 
subscription  television,  which  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  it  did  not  feel  that  one  minute 
announcements  could  deal  adequately  with  the  subject  matter.  NBC  said 
it  felt,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  better  served 
through  its  offer  of  time  which  would  permit  both  sides  a  fair 
opportunity  to  present  the  issues  to  the  people. 
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April  15,  1955 

PROGRESS  IN  EDUCATIONAL  BROADCASTING  CITED  BY  DAVIDSON  TAYLOR, 

NBC  VICE  PRESIDENT  IN  CHARGE  OF  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO,  April  14  —  The  "power  of  conviction  tele¬ 
vision  carries  is  changing  not  only  the  children,  who  are  growing  up 
familiar  with  the  leaders  of  the  world,  but  also  the  adults,  who  are 
confronting  the  faces  of  the  mighty  every  day,  and  weighing  their 
words,"  Davidson  Taylor,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Public  Affairs  for 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  said  here  today. 

Speaking  before  the  25th  Anniversary  Dinner  of  the  Institute 
for  Education  by  Radio-Television  at  Ohio  State  University,  Mr.  Taylor 
told  the  convention  of  the  great  strides  made  in  educational  broad¬ 
casting  in  recent  years.  "In  one  short  generation,  we  have  seen  moral 
progress  in  the  attitude  which  broadcasters  have  towards  the  instruments 
at  their  disposal.  There  were  times,  when,"  Taylor  continued,  "the 
broadcasters  and  the  educators  dealt  with  each  other  at  arm’s  length. 
While  we  are  not  yet  in  embrace,  we  have  recognized  that  we  are  both 
on  the  same  side,  and  not  on  other  sides.  This  bodes  nothing  but  good 
for  the  communications  revolution." 

Mr.  Taylor  spoke  of  the  efforts  and  accomplishments  made  in 
NBC's  programming  by  way  of  the  company’s  Responsibility  Concept, 

instituted  by  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President.  "This  concept  means 

\ 

(more) 
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2  -  Davidson  Taylor  Speech 

that  in  addition  to  programs  overtly  and  regularly  devoted  to 
enlightenment,  and  we  have  many,  as  do  all  networks  and  stations,  every 
program  shall  consciously  seek  to  embody  in  its  regular  format  elements 
which  contribute  to  the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  Americans." 

The  Responsibility  Concept  means  further,  Mr,  Taylor  said, 
"that  regular  programs  shall  sometimes  be  cancelled  in  order  that 
something  special,  something  beyond  the  conventional  confines  of  the 
schedule,  shall  be  brought  the  viewer  and  the  listener  for  the  sake  of 
increasing  his  awareness  and  his  responsiveness  toward  the  American 
mission. " 

Mr,  Taylor  warned  that  the  educators  and  the  broadcasters 
have  the  duty  to  effect  a  constant  uplifting  in  programming  standards. 
"We  as  educators  and  broadcasters  allied  have  the  decision  to  make 
now,  not  next  week,  as  to  whether  we  are  on  the  side  of  peacetime  uses 
of  the  brain  or  not . " 

He  also  pointed  out  that  the  American  advertiser  shares  in 
this  responsibility  of  using  the  devices  at  his  disposal  for  building 
our  leadership  as  a  nation.  "The  advertiser  is  coming  to  realize  his 
responsibility  toward  the  American  community  as  a  whole:  not  merely 
the  consumers  who  buy  his  product,  but  also  the  citizens  who  are  aware 
of  his  attitude  as  a  citizen." 

"Television  had  led  the  way  in  this  development  --  and  will 
continue  to  do  so,"  Mr.  Taylor  said.  "This  latest  phase  is  already 
being  reflected  in  the  improvement  of  advertising,  and  in  the  con¬ 
science  which  advertisers  and  their  agencies  display  toward  their 
communication  with  the  public." 


(more ) 
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3  -  Davidson  Taylor  Speech 


He  told  the  Convention  that  NBC  Is  "going  ahead,  not  holding 
in.  We  believe  that  color  television  is  the  difference  between  seeing 
a  picture  and  seeing  the  person,  between  simulation  and  reality.  We 
hope  to  show  the  political  conventions  of  next  year  in  color." 

"We  are  reprogramming  the  whole  weekend  on  the  radio  network 
on  the  basis  of  using  radio  as  a  communications  medium,  to  enlarge  our 
world,  to  draw  upon  the  endless  richness  of  the  sciences,  the  arts, 
politics,  news  and  all  the  other  aspects  of  the  real  world." 

Concluding,  Mr.  Taylor  said,  "You  may  share  our  views  about 
the  future,  or  you  may  not.  But  you  will  agree,  I  think,  that 
educators  together,  in  our  contribution  to  the  total  experiences  of 
Americans,  must  persevere." 
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NBC  TO  HOLD  TV  RELIGIOUS  WORKSHOP 
FOR  CATHOLIC  CLERGY  APRIL  19 

A  group  of  40  priests  responsible  for  production  of  religious 
TV  shows  in  various  sections  of  the  country  will  attend  an  all-day  NBC 
Television  Religious  Workshop  to  be  held  Tuesday,  April  19,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New  York.  The  work¬ 
shop  will  be  held  at  the  School  of  Radio  and  Television  Techniques, 

New  York. 

Speakers  at  the  morning  session  will  be  Father  Timothy  Flynn, 
director  of  radio  and  television  communications.  Archdiocese  of  New  ' 
York;  Davidson  Taylor,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge  of  public  affairs; 
Edward  Stanley,  NBC  manager  of  public  service  programs;  Doris  Ann,  NBC 
director  of  TV  religious  programs;  Richard  Walsh,  director  of  TV  for 
the  National  Council  of  Catholic  Men;  Martin  Hoade,  director  of  the 
"Catholic  Hour"  and  "Frontiers  of  Faith"  on  NBC-TV;  Warren  Clymer,  NBC 
set  designer;  Jerry  Boxhorn,  NBC  costumer,  and  Cliff  Paul,  NBC  technical 
director. 

Richard  A. R.  Pinkham,  vice-president  of  the  NBC  Television 
Network  Program  Department,  will  address  the  clerics  at  a  luncheon 

meeting  at  the  Hampshire  House.  The  afternoon  session  will  be  devoted 

to  a  demonstration  of  a  "Catholic  Hour"  telecast  in  rehearsal,  screen¬ 
ing  of  kinescopes  from  "Catholic  Hour"  and  "Frontiers  of  Faith"  tele¬ 
casts,  and  a  question-and-answer  period. 

- o - 
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April  15,  1955 

TELEVISION  AFFILIATES  OF  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  CO. 

TO  MEET  IN  NEW  YORK  APRIL  21-22 

Sylvester  L,  Weaver,  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  To  Preside 

Television  affiliates  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company 
will  meet  in  New  York  on  April  21  and  22  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel. 

The  session  on  April  22  will  be  devoted  to  presentations  by 
the  network,  with  Sylvester  L.  Weaver,  Jr.,  President  of  NEC, 
presiding. 

Highlights  of  this  session,  to  be  attended  by  approximately 
150  affiliate  station  officials,  will  include  a  review  of  NBC -TV’s 
Summer  and  Fall  program  and  sales  schedules,  a  demonstration  of  the 
new  selling  techniques  and  sale  presentations  developed  by  the 
network,  and  a  projection  of  NBC’s  color  plans. 

Members  of  the  NBC  Television  Executive  Committee  who  will 
be  meeting  with  NBC  officials  include  Mr.  Walter  Damm  (Chairman), 
WTMJ-TV,  Milwaukee;  Mr.  Clair  McCullough,  WGAL-TV,  Lancaster; 

Mr.  William  Fay,  WHAM-TV,  Rochester;  Mr.  Jack  Harris,  KPRC-TV,  Houston; 
Mr.  E.R.  Vadeboncoeur,  WSYR-TV,  Syracuse;  Mr,  Harold  See,  KRON-TV, 

San  Francisco;  Mr.  James  Moore,  WSLS-TV,  Roanoke;  Mr.  Fred  Mueller, 
WEEK-TV,  Peoria;  and  Mr.  David  Baltimore,  WBRE-TV,  Wilkes-Barre. 


(more ) 
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2  -  TV  Affiliates  Meeting 


In  addition  to  Mr.  Weaver,  other  NBC  officials  who  will 
speak  before  the  affiliates  meeting  include  Mr.  Robert  W,  Sarnoff, 
Executive  Vice  President;  Mr.  Thomas  A.  McAvity,  Vice  President  in 
charge  of  the  Television  Network;  Mr.  Richard  A.R.  Pinkham,  Vice 
President  of  Television  Network  Programs;  Mr.  Joseph  V.  Heffernan, 
Financial  Vice  President;  Mr.  Kenneth  W.  Bilby,  Vice  President  in 
charge  of  Public  Relations;  and  Mr.  Matthew  J.  Culligan,  National 
Sales  Manager  of  the  Television  Network. 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


THAT  ‘OTHER  MR,  PEEPERS'  HEADS  FOR  CHINESE  RESTAURANT 
WHEN  HE  WANTS  STEAK,  SEP  ARTICLE  REVEALS 

"The  Other  Mr,  Peepers"  is  the  title  of  a  comprehensive  and 
illuminating  3ix-page  lead  feature  by  Elise  Morrow  in  the  April  16 
issue  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  now  on  the  newsstands, 

"Wally  Cox  --  TV's  frail-looking,  spectacled  'Robinson  J, 
Peepers'  --  ha3  a  faithful  audience  of  millions,"  the  article  says, 
"but  few  people  really  know  this  man  who  goes  to  a  Chinese  restaurant 
when  he  craves  steak  and  who  used  to  patch  his  trousers  with  latex 
cement,"  Cox  is  the  star  of  MR,  PEEPERS,  the  popular  comedy  series 
seen  three  Sunday  evenings  out  of  four  on  NBC-TV  at  7:30  p.m,,  EST, 
Miss  Morrow  conducted  exhaustive  research  in  gathering 
material  for  her  definitive  story,  interviewing  many  people  whose 
paths  have  crossed  with  the  comedian's  professionally  and  on  a 
personal  level,  including  Sylvester  L,  Weaver,  President  of  NBC;  Fred 
Coe,  executive  producer  of  the  show;  Hal  Keith,  producer-director  of 
"Mr,  Peepers,"  and  a  host  of  people  both  in  and  out  of  showbusiness , 
"Not  long  ago,"  Miss  Morrow  writes,  "Sylvester  L.  Weaver 
summed  up  Cox's  unique  contribution  to  television  as  an  artistic 
medium  when  he  described  Cox  and  his  projection  of  Mr,  Peepers  as  'a 
credit  to  the  human  race,'  An  official  of  a  rival  network  joined  in 
the  accolade,  ’There  is  no  question,'  he  said,  'that  Wally  Cox 
brought  a  new  dimension  of  subtlety  to  television  performing  and,  in 
popularizing  it,  did  everything  to  change  the  character  and  direction 
of  light  television  entertainment'," 
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TELEVISION  ’ A  KIND  MEDIUM,’  SAYS  WRITER  PADDY  CHAYEFSKY; 

SIX  OF  HIS  NBC  VIDEO  PLAYS  JUST  PUBLISHED  AS  BOOK 

i  ---  - — — — -  _  ■  -  ■-  - ...  — — . 

Six  video  plays  by  Paddy  Chayefsky,  all  produced  on  either 
the  NBC  GOODYEAR  TELEVISION  PLAYHOUSE  or  the  NBC  PHILCO  TELEVISION 
PLAYHOUSE,  have  been  published  in  book  form  by  Simon  and  Schuster. 

They  are  "The  Bachelor  Party,"  "Printer’s  Measure,"  "Holiday  Song," 
"The  Big  Deal,"  "The  Mother"  and  "Marty." 

The  author,  whose  "Marty"  has  been  made  into  a  hit  motion 
picture  of  recent  release,  includes  a  foreword  in  which  he  explains 

the  status  of  the  television  writer  as  he  sees  it  and  pays  tribute  to 

producer  Fred  Coe,  his  associates  Bill  Nichols  and  Gordon  Duff,  and 
director  Delbert  Mann,  all  of  NBC-TV. 

Chayefsky  says,  "Television  has  been  a  kind  medium.  I  came 
out  of  the  legitimate  theatre  and  I  want  to  go  back  again.  When  I  do, 

I  will  not  be  able  to  calculate  the  debt  I  owe  to  television  for  the 

amount  of  sheer  craft  I  have  learned  in  these  past  two  years... I  hope 
to  continue  writing  for  the  medium  as  long  as  I  can." 

The  author  follows  each  play  with  an  analysis  of  how  he 
wrote  it  which  should  be  of  inestimable  value  to  other  video  writers. 

"Holiday  Song"  was  based  on  an  actual  incident  but  consider¬ 
ably  reshaped  by  the  author  into  an  inspiring  fable  about  a  Jewish 

(more ) 
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cantor  who  lost  his  faith,  then  recovered  it. 

"Printer’s  Measure"  contrasts  th  3  romantic  attitude  of  an 
old  compositor  toward  his  work  with  the  grf.m  economic  facts  which 
force  a  young  apprentice  to  take  a  more  rea  listic  attitude  toward 
making  a  livelihood. 

"The  Big  Deal"  probes  the  relationship  of  a  weak,  boastful 
dreamer  with  the  wife  and  daughter  who  love  s.  .nd  believe  in  him  in 
spite  of  his  repeated  failures  to  make  any  of  his  schemes  materialize. 

"Marty"  is  the  story  of  a  young  man  and  a  girl,  both  dis¬ 
couraged  by  repeated  rebuffs  from  the  opposite  sex,  who  find  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  understanding  of  each  other  as  a  basis  f  fir  love, 

"The  Mother"  shows,  without  over-sent5  jnentalizing,  how  a 
daughter’s  too-possessive  devotion  is  destructive  for  both  of  them 
and  points  the  way  to  a  happier  adjustment. 

"The  Bachelor  Party,"  like  all  the  othe^r  Chayefsky  plays, 
reveals  a  profound  understanding  of  family  relationships ,  A  young 
husband,  although  depressed  by  the  thought  of  the  Sacrifices  his 
coming  child  will  demand,  explains  to  a  prospective  bridegroom  the 
little  things  which  make  a  marriage  the  most  reward!*  fig  of  relation¬ 
ships  . 

- o - 
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April  15,  1955 

DON  BECKER  NAMED  GENERAL  PROGRAMMING  EXECUTIVE  FOR  NBC-TV 

Don  Becker,  well-known  creator-producer-writer  of  daytime 

radio  and  television  programs,  has  been  appointed  General  Programming 

Executive  for  NBC-TV,  it  was  announced  today  by  Richard  A.R.  Pinkham, 

Vice  President  of  Television  Network  Programs  for  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company. 

Mr,  Becker  will  be  responsible  in  his  new  assignment  for 
coordinating  daytime  television  programming.  He  will  report  to  Mr, 
George  F,  McGarrett,  who  is  in  charge  of  NBC-TV* s  daytime  operations. 

One  of  the  most  successful  daytime  radio  writers  for  many 
years,  Mr,  Becker  created  and  wrote  in  collaboration  "Life  Can  Be 
Beautiful,"  "This  Day  Is  Ours,"  "Light  of  the  World,"  "As  The  Twig 
Is  Bent"  and  "Famous  Jury  Trials 0"  He  was  also  producing  editor  of 
the  network  radio  series,  "Readers  Digest." 

Prior  to  joining  NBC,  Mr,  Becker  resided  in  Virginia,  where 
he  wrote  many  of  his  programs.  He  was  assistant  general  manager  of 
WLW  in  Cincinnati  from  193*1-  to  1938,  when  he  became  vice  president  in 
charge  of  programs  for  the  Transamerican  Broadcasting  and  Television 
Corp,  in  New  York,  He  served  in  that  post  until  19*19  • 

He  is  married  and  has  one  child. 
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NEWS 


A-BOMB  BLAST  IN  COLOR  WILL  BE  SHOWN  ON  NBC -TV 
WITHIN  12  HOURS  OP  DETONATION  AT  YUCCA  FLAT 

'News  Caravan'  To  Present  Dramatic  Pictures  April  26 


NBC  is  making  history  this  month  by  putting  color  films  of 
the  April  26  atomic  bomb  blast  on  the  nation's  screens  within  12  hours 
of  the  detonation  at  Yucca  Plat,  Nev,  The  dramatic  pictures  will  be 
presented  on  the  NBC -TV  News  Caravan  at  7:45  p.m.,  EDT,  Tuesday, 

April  26. 

Here's  what  will  take  place  in  order  to  achieve  this  near¬ 
miracle: 

Within  seconds  of  the  blast  (scheduled  for  approximately 
8:20  a.m.,  EDT),  Newsman  Gene  Barnes  jumps  into  his  car  with  the  film 
and  guns  across  the  Nevada  desert  at  better  than  100  m.p.h,  to  the 
Las  Vegas  Airport,  97  miles  distant.  (And  remember  this  all  takes 
place  in  West  Coast  pre-dawn  darkness).  Here  a  chartered  plane, 
engines  warmed  for  take-off,  receives  the  cans  of  film  and  roars 
aloft,  headed  for  the  Lockheed  Air  Terminal  at  Burbank,  Calif.,  300 
miles  away.  The  plane  is  due  to  make  it  by  10:30  a.m.,  EDT. 

Don  Kistler,  NBC  Film  Editor,  meets  the  plane  and  rushes 
the  film  12  miles  to  the  Eastman  Kodak  color  laboratories  in  Hollywood 
for  immediate  processing. 


(more) 
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2  -  Atom  Bomb  in  Color 


Kent  Perry,  lab  supervisor,  attempts  a  four-hour  processing 
and  turns  the  finished  product  back  to  Kistler  for  editing,  the 
edited  film  to  be  telecast  from  NBC's  Hollywood  studios  at  7:45  p.m. 
(EDT)  to  the  Eastern  network  for  the  NBC-TV  News  Caravan. 

This  marks  the  third  time  the  Caravan  will  have  been  done 
in  color.  The  first  was  on  its  sixth  anniversary,  a  year  ago,  and  the 
second  time  was  the  transmission  of  Marine  Corps  films  of  an  atom 
blast  taken  a  week  before. 

Jack  Leppert,  chief  cameraman  on  the  bomb  assignment,  will 
supervise  the  color  photography  with  Ted  Mann  recording  the  actual 
atomic -detonation  sounds.  The  overall  newsreel  operation  will  be 
headed  by  Roy  Neal,  supervisor  of  News  and  Special  Events  for  NBC  on 
the  West  Coast. 
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NATIONAL  TELECASTS  OF  NCAA  FOOTBALL 

S  ANNOUNCED  FOR  1955  SEASON 


The  schedule  of  intercollegiate  football  contests  to  be 
telecast  nationally  next  Fall  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  was 
announced  today  (Tuesday,  April  19)  by  Thomas  S.  Gallery,  NBC  sports 
director,  and  E.L.  (Dick)  Romney,  commissioner  of  the  Mountain  States 
Conference  and  chairman  of  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association's 
television  committee. 

Lindsey  Nelson  and  Harold  (Red)  Grange  will  be  the 
commentators  on  the  series,  which  includes  coast -to-coast  telecasts 
on  seven  Saturday  afternoons  and  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

NBC,  which  also  telecast  the  NCAA-approved  schedule  in  1951* 
1952  and  1953 *  recently  was  awarded  the  1955  rights  following  a  two- 
day  meeting  of  the  NCAA  television  committee  in  New  York.  The  network 
then  submitted  a  proposed  schedule  of  national  telecasts,  which  was 
approved  by  the  NCAA  television  group  in  Chicago  last  weekend. 

The  1955  schedule,  unusually  representative  in  that  it 
includes  several  classic  rivalries  in  American  football,  will  be 

(more) 
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2  -  Football 


launched  on  Sept.  17  with  a  telecast  of  Georgia  Tech's  battle  with 
Andy  Gustafson's  power-laden  Miami  team.  This  will  be  followed  on 
Oct .  1  by  an  intersectional  affair  involving  Stanford  and  Ohio  State 
in  Palo  Alto.  Two  weeks  later,  on  Oct.  15*  young  Terry  Brennan  will 
send  the  Fighting  Irish  of  Notre  Dame  against  always -tough  Michigan 
State  in  East  Lansing. 

On  Oct«  29 i  two  Big  Ten  rivals,  Michigan  and  Iowa,  will 
have  it  out  in  Ann  Arbor.  Those  two  bitter  adversaries  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Conference  --  Southern  California  and  UCLA  --  will  stage  their 
annual  battle  royal  Nov.  19  in  Los  Angeles.  The  Thanksgiving  Day  fea¬ 
ture  on  Nov.  24  brings  together  two  Southwest  Conference  entries, 

Texas  and  Texas  A.  &  M.,  at  College  Station.  Reports  from  the  South¬ 
west  are  that  Bear  Bryant,  imported  last  year  from  Kentucky,  is 
building  a  juggernaut  at  A.  &  M . 

Two  more  ancient  series  wind  up  the  schedule.  On  Nov.  26 
Army  will  take  on  Navy's  Sugar  Bowl  champions  in  Philadelphia's  vast 
Municipal  Stadium.  This  is  the  56th  meeting  of  the  two  service 
academies  on  the  gridiron.  On  the  following  Saturday,  Dec.  3f  Duke's 
Orange  Bowl  kingpins  entertain  the  resurgent  Tar  Heels  of  North 
Carolina  in  Durham.  Though  now  aligned  in  the  young  Atlantic  Coast 
Conference,  Duke  and  Carolina  have  been  waging  their  own  little 
football  war  since  1888. 

Between  Sept.  17  and  Dec.  3,  there  will  be  five  dates 
on  which  regional  telecasts  will  be  seen.  These  are  Sept.  24,  Oct.  8, 
Oct.  22,  Nov .  5  and  Nov.  12. 


(more ) 
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3  -  Football 


The 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

Saturday 


schedule  of  national  telecasts  follows: 
Sept.  17  --  Miami  at  Georgia  Tech 
Oct.  1  --  Ohio  State  at  Stanford 
Oct.  15  --  Notre  Dame  at  Michigan  State 
Oct.  29  --  Iowa  at  Michigan 
Nov.  19  --  UCLA  at  USC 
Nov.  24  —  Texas  at  Texas  A.  &  M. 

Nov.  26  --  Army -Navy  at  Phila. 

Dec.  3  --  North  Carolina  at  Duke. 
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OLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


A  SERVICE  OF 


V.P.W.  AND  U.S.  CHAMBER  OP  COMMERCE  LEADERS  COMMEND 
FORTHCOMING  'DARKNESS  AT  NOON'  COLORCAST 
FOR  EXPOSE  OF  COMMUNISM 


■X 


Officials  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  United 
States  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  both  commended  the  forthcoming 
PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  production  of  Sidney  Kingsley's  "Darkness  at  Noon" 
for  its  dramatic  and  timely  expose  of  Communism. 

NBC  will  telecast  the  drama,  in  both  color  and  black  and 
white,  Monday,  May  2  (8-9:30  p.m.,  EDT) . 

Merton  B.  Tice  of  Mitchell,  S.D.,  Commander-In-Chief  of  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  issued  this  statement: 

"As  Commander-In-Chief  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  it 
is  tremendously  gratifying  to  me  to  learn  that  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  is  planning  to  stage  the  great  dramatic  Broadway  hit, 
'Darkness  at  Noon,'  before  the  television  cameras.  This  is  one  of  the 
great  plays  to  be  done  on  the  subject  of  anti -Communism.  When  it  was 
premiered  on  Broadway  in  1951 j  the  critics  labeled  it  a  'dramatic 
thunderbolt, '  and  today  we  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  sincerely 
believe  that  the  presentation  of  'Darkness  at  Noon'  on  television  will 
be  a  potent  force  in  the  field  of  Americanism.  We  also  feel  that  it 
will  be  a  dramatic  climax  to  the  hundreds  of  V.F.W.  Loyalty  Day 
celebrations  that  will  take  place  April  30  and  May  1." 


(more ) 

RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  2  0,  NEW  YORK 
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2  -  "'Darkness  at  Noon' 


Louis  G.  Feldmann,  chairman  of  the  Loyalty  Day  Committee, 
V.F.W.,  said: 

"It  is  indeed  a  great  honor  for  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
to  cooperate  with  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  in  alerting  the 
American  people  to  the  presentation  of  the  great  anti -Communist  drama, 
'Darkness  at  Noon,'  over  the  network  television  facilities  of  NBC.  It 
is  especially  appropriate  that  the  presentation  should  be  made  on 
May  2,  following  'Loyalty  Day'  celebrations  by  the  V.F.W.  in  almost 
every  community  in  America.  I  am  further  gratified  that  this  network 
has  the  foresight  and  the  ingenuity  to  bring  this  tense  drama  to  the 
American  people.  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  loyal  Americans  will  take 
time  from  their  many  duties  to  watch  this  production." 

E.  Lamar  Buckner,  president  of  the  United  States  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  sent  this  message  from  Tulsa,  Okla.: 

"Advance  description  of  May  2  NBC  program  'Darkness  at  Noon' 
on  "Producers'  Showcase"  indicates  it  should  be  a  'must-see'  for  all 
Americans . " 

(NOTE:  Eleven  NBC  Spectaculars  have  hit  the  Nielsen  top-10 

rating  list,  and  14  have  been  in  the  top-15). 


NBC -New  York,  4/18/55 
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CREDITS  FOR  ’KALEIDOSCOPE'  COLOR  SPECTACULAR  ON  NBC-TV 
SUNDAY,  APRIL  24,  7:30  TO  9  P.M.,  EDT 


PROGRAM : 

KALEIDOSCOPE 

TIME: 

NBC-TV,  Sunday,  April  24, 

7:30  to  9  p ,m, ,  EDT 

STARS : 

Judy  Holliday,  Dick  Shawn,  Bambi 
Linn  and  Rod  Alexander  and 
special  guest  (from  Hollywood) 
Frank  Sinatra 

CAST: 

George  Irving,  Robert  Gallagher 

PRODUCER-DIRECTOR : 

Max  Liebman 

ASSOC.  PRODUCER-DIRECTOR: 

Bill  Hobin 

WRITERS : 

William  Friedberg,  Neal  Simon  and 
Will  Glickman 

DANCES  AND  MUSICAL 

NUMBERS  STAGED  BY: 

Rod  Alexander 

MUSICAL  CONDUCTOR: 

Charles  Sanford 

ARRANGEMENTS : 

Irwin  Kostal 

CHORAL  DIRECTOR: 

Clay  Warnick 

SETTINGS  AND  ART  DIRECTION: 

Frederick  Fox 

COSTUMES : 

Paul  du  Pont 

ASSISTANT  TO  PRODUCER: 

Max  Siegel 

SUPERVISOR  FOR  NBC: 

Hal  Janis 

_0 _ 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


|  'HOME1  AIDS  MAINE  TOWN  SEEKING  INDUSTRIAL  REBIRTH  ! 

# - #  & - # 

NBC-TV's  HOME  will  participate  in  aiding  the  town  of 

Sanford,  Me,,  recover  from  its  current  local  unemployment  caused  by 
the  shutting  down  of  huge  textile  mills  there. 

A  year  ago,  the  town  of  Sanford  was  a  thriving,  prosperous 
community.  Today  however,  the  situation  has  changed.  With  the 
closing  down  of  the  Goodall-Sanf ord  Company  Plant,  upon  which  the 
major  portion  of  the  population  depended  for  their  livelihood,  15,000 
residents  faced  the  prospect  of  seeing  their  community  becoming  a 
ghost  town. 

Unwilling  to  have  this  happen,  they  organized  themselves 
and  laid  out  a  plan  for  bringing  new  business  and  life  to  their  town. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  arranged  to  have  a  broker  buy  the  1,500,000 
square  feet  of  vacated  factory  space  so  that  it  could  be  sold  in 
separate  units.  On  Friday,  April  1,  the  Committee  of  Laymen  of  the 
Churches  called  the  people  of  Sanford  to  an  hour  prayer  for  spiritual 
guidance  in  reviving  their  town. 

"Home"  heard  about  the  plight  of  Sanford,  became  interested, 
and  sent  cameramen  to  cover  the  activities  designed  to  give  new 

industrial  life  to  the  community.  The  films  will  be  shown  on  the 
network  program  on  Friday,  May  6  (NBC-TV,  11  a.m.  to  12  noon,  EDT) 
as  part  of  "Home’s"  regular  continuing  series,  "What  They  Are  Doing 
About  It," 

Prior  to  the  telecast,  however,  in  an  effort  to  help 
Sanford  in  its  plan  for  financial  recovery,  "Home"  will  lend  this  film 
to  officials  of  the  town  to  be  shown  at  a  luncheon  given  by  them  for 
members  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  in  New  York  on 
April  27. 


NBC-New  York,  4/13/55 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


ROY  ROGERS  TAKES  ON  BOAT  AND  CABIN  BUSINESS 

Roy  Rogers,  whose  favorite  hobby  is  fishing,  is  now 
tackling  the  sport  from  a  new  angle.  In  partnership  with  Ray  Sharpe, 
the  NBC-TV  and  Radio  star  has  leased  Grays  Boat  Landing  and  Shelter 
Cove  at  Big  Bear,  Calif.,  where  they  will  be  ready  for  business  when 
the  trout  season  opens  April  30.  Borrowing  the  first  names  of  their 
respective  wives  (Dale  Evans  and  Jean  Sharpe),  Rogers  and  Sharpe  have 
named  their  company  the  Dale jean  Corp.  Their  facilities  include  100 
boats,  15  cabins,  a  restaurant  and  fishing  tackle  houses.  They  will 
operate  the  site  through  the  season,  which  ends  Oct,  31* 

400  OHIOANS  ON  CLEVELAND  PRESS  SHOW  TRAIN 
WILL  ATTEND  ’FEATHER  YOUR  NEST'  TELECAST 

The  third  Cleveland  Press  Show  Train  will  bring  400 
Clevelanders  to  New  York  April  23  and  high  on  the  list  of  the  group’s 
festivities  will  be  participation  in  NBC-TV' s  daytime  quiz  program 
FEATHER  YOUR  NEST  Tuesday,  April  26.  Janis  Carter,  the  program's 
hostess  and  a  former  Clevelander,  will  greet  the  delegation  which, 
for  five  days,  will  attend  Broadway  plays,  movies  and  TV  shows.  On 
the  final  day  of  their  stay,  the  group  will  attend  a  farewell  luncheon 
at  Ruby  Foo’s  at  which  Bud  Collyer,  emcee  of  "Feather  Your  Nest,"  and 
Janis  Carter  will  be  honored  guests. 
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April  18,  1955 

WHEELER  SCORES  HIGH  FROM  LONDON 
IN  ROLE  AS  PROGNOSTICATOR 

Romney  Wheeler,  NBC  News’  chief  London  correspondent,  has 
already  produced  his  second  and  third  major  successful  predictions  for 
the  month  of  April. 

Number  Two  occurred  Sunday, (April  10)  when  Wheeler  radioed 
"Weekend’s"  executive  producer  Merrill  Mueller  with  an  accurate  forecast 
of  the  details  and  development  of  the  Austrian  Independence  Treaty 
announced  from  Moscow  April  15.  Wheeler  said  Russia  would  give  Austria 
her  freedom,  return  seized  industries  and  jailed  prisoners  of  war, 
provided  the  three  other  occupation  powers  (Britain,  France  and  the 
United  States)  would  agree  to  the  withdrawal  of  all  occupation  troops 
by  the  end  of  this  year,  Mueller  read  the  full  dispatch  at  the  close 
of  "Weekend." 

Prediction  Number  Three  by  Wheeler  was  broadcast  on  "News  of 
the  World"  Thursday,  April  14.  He  foresaw  that  Anthony  Eden  would  call 
a  general  election  "within  24  hours."  Eden  did  just  that. 

Wheeler's  first  forecast  involved  Winston  Churchill's 
resignation  as  Prime  Minister  on  April  5. 

- o - 
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April  18,  1955 

•OUTSTANDING'  RADIO  NET  NEWS  BROADCASTING  BRINGS 
NATIONAL  HEADLINERS  CLUB  AWARD  TO  NBC 
AND  NEWS  DIRECTOR  WILLIAM  McANDREW 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  William  R.  McAndrew, 
Director  of  NBC  News,  have  won  a  National  Headliners  Club  award  for 
"consistently  outstanding  radio  network  news  broadcasting"  on  the 
program  HEART  OP  THE  NEWS ♦ 

"The  Heart  of  the  News"( Saturdays,  7:05  to  7:30  p.m,,  EST) 
presents  the  underlying  causes  and  effects  of  top  news  stories.  Using 
an  approach  known  to  the  NBC  staff  as  "group  journalism,"  the  program 
draws  on  as  many  of  NBC's  top  reporters  and  commentators  as  are  needed 
to  cover  all  major  facets  of  a  story.  "Communicator"  for  the  program 
is  Henry  Cassidy,  veteran  NBC  newsman. 

Two  NBC  affiliate  stations  also  received  Headliner  awards: 

WBZ-TV,  Boston,  was  chosen  for  its  "dramatic  presentation 
and  coverage  of  a  spot  news  event."  The  station  was  cited  for  its 
"comprehensive  and  general  excellence  in  photography  and  editing  of 
the  story  of  the  year's  two  worst  hurricanes  —  Carol  and  Edna." 

KARK-TV  and  its  cameramen,  Chris  Button  and  Lou  Oberste, 
received  a  Headliner  award  for  "courageous  on-the-spot  coverage  of  the 
dramatic  slaying  of  an  insane  killer,  who  had  escaped  from  the  State 
Hospital  and  held  a  local  woman  in  her  home  as  hostage." 

The  awards  were  announced  by  Tom  Paprocki,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  judges,  and  will  be  presented  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Headliners  Club  on  May  28.  Sponsored  by  the  Press  Club  of  Atlantic 
City,  the  awards  are  made  each  year  for  achievement  in  newspaper,  news 
magazine,  radio,  television  and  newsreel  reporting. 

- o - 
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DAVE  GARROWAY  TO  BE  ' MONITOR  *  COMMUNICATOR 

First  in  Group  of  Personalities  to  Preside  Over 

Segments  of  New  Weekend  Radio  Service 
ft - ft  ft  -  ft 

Dave  Garroway,  that  easy-going  chap  with  an  eye  for  the 
unusual,  a  nose  for  the  new  and  an  ear  for  good  music,  is  the  first 
communicator  to  be  announced  in  the  parade  of  personalities  who  will 
preside  over  four-hour  segments  of  MONITOR,  the  new  weekend  radio 
service  to  be  introduced  on  NBC  Sunday,  June  12. 

"Monitor,"  which  will  offer  listeners  a  continuous  flow  of 
entertainment  and  Information,  will  be  heard  on  subsequent  weekends 
from  8  a.m.  on  Saturday  until  Sunday  midnight,  EDT, 

In  accepting  the  "Monitor"  assignment,  Dave  Garroway  is 
renewing  an  old  acquaintance  with  James  Fleming,  executive  producer 
of  the  new  service,  Fleming  was  the  original  news  editor  on  "Today," 
NBC -TV*  s  early-morning  news  and  special  features  program.  He  worked 

i 

with  Garroway  on  the  "Today"  show  for  a  year  and  a  half.  More 
recently,  Fleming  produced  and  edited  NBC  Radio’s  "Sunday  with 
Garroway"  program,  which  last  Fall  was  shifted  to  Friday  evenings 
and  is  now  known  as  "Friday  with  Garroway." 

Garroway  is  something  of  a  showbusiness  phenomenon  in  that 

he  has  become  famous  in  radio  and  television  simply  by  being  himself . 

No  act,  no  routines  --  just  Garroway. 

(more) 
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2  -  Dave  Garroway  on  'Monitor* 


The  son  of  a  "trouble  shooting"  electrical  engineer, 

Garroway  was  born  July  13,  1913  in  Schenectady,  N.Y.  But  no  city  can 
really  claim  him  as  a  native  son,  except,  possibly  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  he  lived  for  eight  years  while  he  went  to  high  school  and 
Washington  University,  The  peripatetic  David  Cunningham  Garroway 
Sr,  (Dave  is  actually  the  seventh  David  Cunningham  Garroway),  moved 
his  family  to  umpteen  different  cities  in  the  East  and  Midwest, 
before  the  family  settled  down  for  a  while  in  St.  Louis  so  that  Dave 
could  get  a  somewhat  more  steady  education.  A  psychology  and  English 
major,  Garroway  left  Washington  University  with  no  particular  idea  of 
what  he  wanted  to  do. 

A  chance  meeting  with  an  old  acquaintance  in  New  York,  who 
invited  him  to  a  bridge  party  attended  by  a  girl  from  the  NBC 
personnel  staff,  was  the  key  to  Garroway 's  entry  into  the  radio 
and  television  field. 

After  playing  bridge  half  the  night,  the  girl  finally 
succeeded  in  persuading  Garroway  to  apply  for  a  job  as  an  NBC  page, 
one  such  position  being  open.  That  was  in  1937.  Garroway  has  never 
worked  for  anyone  but  NBC  (and  one  of  its  affiliated  stations)  except, 
of  course,  for  Uncle  Sam  during  World  War  II. 

The  page  boy  job,  during  which  Garroway  studied  the 
rudiments  of  announcing,  and  incidentally  finished  23rd  in  a  class  of 
24,  led  to  an  offer  of  a  job  at  KDKA  11  months  later.  There  he 
handled  special  events,  announcing  from  the  backs  of  polo  ponies, 
from  submarines  at  the  bottom  of  the  Monongahela  River,  and  from  a 
canoe  on  that  same  river.  A  vacation  trip  to  Chicago,  a  visit  to  the 


(more) 


t'xoeftJiSno  IboIvJc  io  ' orT  sldu ona"  js  *50  non  odT 

rise-  yXIo  on  1//S  ,Y.M  <  v,I Bloor/sdoc  al  £.I.QI  <£I  y^L  mod  sew  \BwoeiiBO 
t .  oM  talooJ  .  jd  v.  i.  :  .  ■  .  ;•  T/' 

tns  loortoo  d^ld  cJ  cfnow  eit  eXJ.  iw  anesY  ctriyXo  *iol  bsvlX  sd  9fxeriv\ 
Yi  womciO  mBd^nlririuO  blveG  o.tJoJsql'isq  srtT  .Y^XmovinU  nolgriirfsfib 
d9vom  t(  Yrv/cm.cD  m6d&  ilnnwO  htv/Xt  rflaovos  s>rfl  vILbuJob  si  svbCI)  .*32 
tcfa9Wfci.M  dns  iaa'd  ©rW  ni  eelilo  JnortQ'llJ.b  noejcjr, nu  oJ  yltnaJ  slrl 
9v  gQ  o' jsrf  *  os  o.tuoJ  .  Id  nl  sliflw  £  sol  ft  wo boIlXos  YlXniBl  9 rid'  mole;' 
rial  land'  bne  ysc:  EorioYacf  A  .  no  its  oof- o  Yt’-oda  mom  tffiriwomoe  b  l9;_>  blr/oo 
*o  69  bl  nfiluoll'isg  on  dilw  Y^XansvInU  nctf^nlriafcW  tfleX  pwon.'O  triot6/f) 

.ob  ol  be^nsw  9d  Xsriw 

oriw  t'AnoY  woW  nl  9on£lnIj&upoB  bio  ns  rfliw  gniJeon  so nsrfo  A 

OoTd  9ril  monl  X  --  e  yg’  bsbneWB  YX'xnq  o^biicf  £  nl  min  bollvrfi 
oil  Bn  odd  oohX  Y'xXn  ■;  e'YBwomoO  oa  y3^  o  il  gbw  ,  Hsla  Isrrnoeisq 

. bloil  noti;  Lveloj  fraa 

Y lien 11  Xni’-i  9ril  tlrigln  odl  Usd  o^LIncf  gnlY/  IQ  *iollA 

I  :•  aO  gtfJtfc  81 •c'xoq  nl  fosbseoone 

-9V  1  V  womcD  ♦  TcCI  ■  I  s,:w  X«dT  ,r:o /o  ;•_•  si'T  nolllaoq  rfoi/e  sno 
tvtq9o;:9  (snorlBla  r  ojsill  Vis  rJ,L  r:o  enc  nc)  08H  lod  onoYna  nol  bojfnow 

•  II  irW  blnoW  ynlnc/b  /hb8  olonU  nol  1 93*111/00  lo 
sdJ  L  .  me  Y^wonnsO  riolrlw  Ynlnub  t'ror,  yod  e$eq  edT 
lo  bbbI.j  p  n I  ;.>n£S  bsd&  inll  YH^XrtSfc'Ioni  bnr:  t3nIom/ona6  lo  so'rrsmlOi/n 
:;-  •  fr-I  -dJnom  IT  ,\>K  ;i  >  d  8  lo  wlto  ntB  od  bsX  ^2 

l89'.noq  oloq  lo  sdond  sdd  mo*il  ^nloat/onan  ta^n©va  X£Xo©qs  beLbnsd 
b  mon’t  bus  t'xsviH  eXorls  -nonoM  9dX  lo  meTT  d  srfX  1b  esn Injsmc  /non': 
9'io  Go  Xlslv  c  to3£old0  ol  qlnl  ncj 3bobv  a  . nevln  8/hbs  j+Gdl  no  eonso 


( on  om ) 


3  -  Dave  Garroway  on  Monitor1 


NBC  studios  there,  and  an  audition  he  took  "just  for  the  heck  of  it," 
led  to  an  offer  from  WMAQ.  Garroway  settled  down  in  Chicago  in  late 
1939*  remaining  with  the  station  as  a  general  announcer  until  1942 
when  he  entered  the  Navy. 

As  a  lieutenant,  he  ran  a  yeoman  school  in  Honolulu  for 
most  of  the  war.  At  that  time.  Navy  personnel  were  allowed  to  take 
"after  hours"  jobs  when  they  finished  a  day's  work.  To  keep  his  hand 
in,  Garroway  ran  a  record  program  on  a  local  radio  station,  and  there 
began  to  develop  his  now  famous  intimate  and  casual  style.  He 
carried  it  back  to  another  record  program  in  Chicago  in  1946,  and  in 
a  matter  of  days  had  the  whole  town  talking. . .and  listening.  When 
television  came  to  Chicago  in  1948,  Garroway  had  a  half  hour  slot  of 

network  time,  during  which  he  presented  "Garroway  at  Large,"  a  classic 
in  variety  entertainment,  and  a  show  which  might  be  said  to  be  the 
first  to  introduce  the  camera  as  a  "living  eye"  for  the  audience. 

In  1952  he  came  to  New  York  at  the  behest  of  Sylvester  L. 
Weaver,  Jr.,  now  President  of  NBC,  who  was  about  to  introduce  another 
first,  "Today,"  the  news  and  special  events  program  which  was  to 
"open  up"  daytime  network  television  on  a  big  scale.  Garroway  i3 
still  at  it  three  hours  a  day,  five  days  a  week,  from  7-9  a.m.,  EST 
and  CST,  and  8-9  a.m.,  PST.  Added  to  this,  of  course,  is  his  "Friday 
with  Garroway"  radio  show,  and  now  "Monitor." 

Once  married,  and  the  father  of  a  10-year-old  daughter, 
Paris,  who  lives  with  her  mother  in  St.  Louis,  Garroway  is  now  one  of 
New  York's  most  eligible  bachelors. 

"I'll  get  married  again  sometime .. .maybe  sooner  than  you 
think"  he  says... "if  I  can  ever  stop  working  long  enough  to  find  the 
girl." 


NBC -New  York,  4/19/55 
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SEAFORTH  PRODUCTS  BECOME  FIRST  SPONSOR  ON  NBC  RADIO’S  "MONITOR” 


The  Alfred  D.  McKelvy  Company  has  become  the  first  sponsor 
to  sign  for  NBC  Radio’s  MONITOR,  the  new  weekend  radio  service  which 
will  be  introduced  Sunday,  June  12. 

McKelvy  signed  a  10-week  contract  for  participations  on  the 
five  NBC-owned  stations  to  advertise  its  Seaforth  Products  for  Men. 
The  contract  was  signed  on  Friday,  April  15  between  Morse  Inter¬ 
national,  representing  the  client,  and  NBC  Spot  Sales,  national  sales 
representatives  for  the  NBC-owned  stations.  H.W.  (Hank)  Shepard, 
director  of  NBC  Radio  Spot  Sales,  and  Patrick  H.  Gorman,  president  of 
Alfred  D,  McKelvy  Company,  announced  the  sales, 

"This  first  sale  is  an  indication  of  the  enormous  interest 
advertisers  are  expressing  in  ’Monitor’,"  Mr.  Shepard  said. 

Seaforth  Products  have  bought  time  on  "Monitor"  on  WRCA, 

New  York;  WRC,  Washington;  WTAM,  Cleveland;  WMAQ,  Chicago;  and, 

KNBC,  San  Francisco. 


NBC-New  York,  4/19/55 


"ffOTIWOM"  8»0iaAH  OSH  HO  HOoHOHS  T8HIH  SMOOSH  8T0UQ0HH  HTH01AS8 

rioen oqs  danl'i  odd  emoosd  eeri  ynBqmoO  yvXsJJoM  .0  boilXA  sriT 

rfoiriw  soiv'iQR  o15bi  bnetfsew  wen  arid  tflO TIMOM  e'oifc/jH  OHM  *io't  ogle  od 

. f.i  onah  .vgbnr/S  beoi/bondnl  ocf  XlJtw 
odd  no  anoldisqloXc.ijsq  nol  iosndnoo  >Io9w-0I  b  bongia  yvXeXoM 

♦n&M  *xol  8 J  1  ddiolxss'  ealdnsvbs  oJ  enfolded  a  bonwo-OSW  ovll 
-isdnl  ssnoll  fi99wd9d  c!I  IXnqA  tyj3uxr  '<1  no  b9ngla  sbw  do£ridnoo  sdT 
aslBS  Ixncldcn  ^39X^8  doq8  OHM  bnc  ,JroXX 0  9u  j  3a!  d  ns a o'i qo*i  tXfifioldjEn 
tbnsqsd^  (  in£il)  . W.H  .  anoxlada  uenw o-OHM  sdd  *iol  aovldednossTgen 
rio  dnsblasag  ^ennoO  ,H  Moi'idrH  brns  <  >3Ib8  doq8  olbeH  OHM  lo  nodoonlb 

.aoXee  odd  beont/onns  byneq/noO  yvXbMoM  ,d  bon  11 A 
dsooodni:  srjorrncno  add  lo  noldoolbnl  ns  si  9lea  dsox1  aldT" 

.  b  is  a  bacqorfC  ,iM  *  <.  'nod  inoM*  n.»  ,  nlaaG^qxo  bib  a'ieald,i9vbjB 
tAOflW  no  ,,'iodinoM"  rro  smld  driguod  9V£rf  sdouboil  rfd'io'leaS 

josBOlflO  ,  iMW  ; bneXsvsXO  tM/V.!  •  io*galrf  .  :, 

.ora  :: on eotH  n js8  t 0HH2J 

- o - 

t>bcoY  woM-OHM 


A  SERVICE  OP 


April  19,  1955 

NBC -TV  SALES  PRESENTATIONS  DEPARTMENT  EXPANDS 

Two  Separate  Units  Formed  to  Service  Network  and  Participating 

Programs  Sales  Departments 

An  expansion  of  staff  and  realignment  of  duties  in  the 
NBC-TV  Sales  Presentations  Department  wa3  announced  today  by  David 
Hedley,  manager  of  the  department. 

NBC-TV  Sales  Presentations,  which  creates  presentations  for 
specific  sales  prospects,  plus  special  visuals  and  booklets  for  group 
solicitations,  will,  under  the  new  set-up,  function  as  two  entities  -- 
one  servicing  NBC-TV1 s  Participating  Programs  Department,  and  the 
other  servicing  the  Network  Sales  Department.  Both  units  will  be 
under  supervision  of  Mr.  Hedley. 

Hal  Cranton,  who  joined  NBC  in  July,  1954,  after  serving  as 
assistant  director  of  national  promotion  for  the  Broadcast  Advertising 
Bureau,  has  been  named  supervisor  of  the  television  network  sales  unit. 
He  will  be  assisted  by  Norman  Kennelly,  who  has  resigned  as  copywriter 
for  Good  Housekeeping  Magazine's  promotion  department  to  join  the  new 
staff. 

Ira  Wolff  is  named  supervisor  of  the  Participating  Programs 
unit.  He  joined  NBC  in  July,  1954,  and  previously  was  a  copywriter 
for  Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample ,  Inc. 

Assisting  Mr.  Wolff  will  be  Jack  Wright,  who  came  to  NBC  last 
month  from  the  advertising  department  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
Company;  and  Herbert  Haddaway,  formerly  of  the  American  Weekly 
promotion  department. 

Both  Mr.  Cranton  and  Mr.  Wolff  will  report  directly  to 
Mr.  Hedley. 

- o - 
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NELSON  EDDY  AND  GALE  SHERWOOD  HEAD  CAST  OF  ’THE  DESERT  SONG, ’ 

NBC  COLOR  SPECTACULAR  OF  SATURDAY,  MAY  7  (9-10:30  P.M.,  EDT) 

Salvatore  Baccaloni,  Otto  Kruger,  John  Conte,  Bambi  Linn  and 
Rod  Alexander  to  Appear  in  Famous  Romberg  Operetta 

Nelson  Eddy  and  Gale  Sherwood  will  star  in  Sigmund  Romberg’s 
operetta  THE  DESERT  SONG  on  Saturday,  May  7  (9  to  10:30  p.m.,  EDT) 
when  Max  Liebman  presents  the  15th  of  his  NBC -TV  live  color 
Spectaculars,  The  operetta  with  music  by  Romberg,  book  by  Otto 
Harbach  and  lyrics  by  Oscar  Hammerstein  II  and  Frank  Mandel  also  will 
have  in  its  starring  cast  Salvatore  Baccaloni,  basso-buffo  of  the 
Metropolitan  Opera,  motion  picture  and  television  actor  Otto  Kruger, 
dancers  Bambi  Linn  and  Rod  Alexander  and  television  star  John  Conte. 
The  telecast  in  compatible  color  will  be  seen  on  standard  sets  in 
black  and  white. 

First  presented  in  New  York  in  1926  at  the  Casino  Theatre, 
"The  Desert  Song"  was  received  with  great  pleasure  by  Broadway  audi¬ 
ences  who  applauded  the  tuneful  score  --  particularly  the  rousing 
"Riff  Song"  and  the  romantic  ballad  "One  Alone."  Because  of  the  way 
in  which  the  story  and  music  were  woven  together,  critics  were  puzzled 
as  to  whether  to  term  "The  Desert  Song"  an  "operetta"  or  a  "musical 
play  in  two  acts." 

(more ) 
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'Desert  Song* 


The  story  line  of  ’’The  Desert  Song"  concerns  a  young  man 
Pierre  Birabeau  (Nelson  Eddy)  who  has  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Riffs 
(native  Moroccans)  to  protect  them  from  the  French,  He  is  opposed  in 
the  campaign  by  his  own  father.  General  Birabeau  (Otto  Kruger), 
Disguised  as  the  Red  Shadow,  the  younger  Birabeau  leads  the  Riffs  in 
many  successful  raids,  escaping  detection  at  home  by  pretending  to  be 
a  ne'er-do-well  playboy.  In  love  with  beautiful  Margot  Bonvalet  (Gale 
Sherwood),  Pierre  realizes  he  could  never  hope  to  win  her  in  his  pose 
as  a  playboy.  He  assists  the  Riffs  in  the  girl's  abduction  and  when 
she  is  brought  to  the  desert  he  makes  love  to  her  as  his  rebel  self, 
thus  winning  her  hand. 

In  the  original  production  Vivienne  Segal  played  Margot, 
Edmund  Elton  was  General  Birabeau  and  Robert  Halliday  played  the 
double  role  of  Pierre  Birabeau  and  the  Red  Shadow. 

"The  Desert  Song"  was  revived  at  the  New  York  City  Center 
on  Jan.  8,  1946,  by  Russell  Lewis  and  Howard  Young  for  45  performances 
with  Dorothy  Dandlin  and  Walter  Cassel  as  the  romantic  leads. 

(Eleven  NBC  Spectaculars  have  hit  the  Nielsen  top-10  rating 
list,  and  14  have  been  in  the  top  15). 
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NBC  COLOR  TELECAST  SCHEDULE 
April  24-30  (NBC -TV  Network  including  WRCA-TV) 

Sunday,  April  24 

7:30-9:00  p.m.,  EDT  --  Max  Liebman  Presents 

"Kaleidoscope"  --  with  Judy  Holliday,  Dick  Shawn, 

Bambi  Linn  and  Rod  Alexander,  and  special  guest  from 

Hollywood  --  Frank  Sinatra. 

Monday,  April  25 

7:45-8:00  p.m.,  EDT  --On  the  NBC -TV  "News  Caravan." 

The  eve  of  the  atomic  bomb  blast  at  Yucca  Flat,  Nev. 
showing  color  films  of  the  site  where  the  actual  blast 
will  take  place  the  following  morning  between  8  and 

8:30  a.m.,  EDT, 

Tuesday,  April  26 

7:45-8:00  p.m.,  EDT  --On  the  NBC -TV  "News  Caravan." 
Color  film  to  be  telecast  from  NBC's  Hollywood  studios 
showing  dramatic  scenes  from  the  morning's  atomic  bomb 
blast  at  Yucca  Flat,  Nev. 

(Note  to  Editors:  Please  add  to  listings  for  week  of 

April  17-23:  Saturday,  April  23  -  8:00-8:30  p.m., 

EST  —  "Square  Dance  Festival"  originating  from  Station 
WKY-TV  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  fourth  annual  Square 
Dance  Convention  marks  the  biggest  event  of  the  year 
for  the  more  than  20,000,000  square  dancers  in  the 
United  States . 

- o - 
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WALLY  COX,  FAMED  SCIENCE  TEACHER  OF  'MR.  PEEPERS’  SHOW, 

GETS  REAL  APPOINTMENT  AS  JUNIOR  PLANETARIUM  GROUP  HEAD 

Wally  Cox,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  alter  ego  of  MR. 
PEEPERS,  the  popular  comedy  series  in  which  he  stars  three  Sundays 
out  of  four  on  NBC-TV  at  7:30  p.m,,  EST,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  newly-fbrmed  Junior  Planetarium  Association.  The  honor  is  a 
fitting  one,  since  Cox,  in  the  guise  of  Robinson  J.  Peepers,  is 
probably  the  best-known  "science  teacher"  in  the  country. 

The  new  Junior  Planetarium  Association,  which  is  accepting 
applications  from  youngsters  throughout  the  world,  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Harmonic  Reed  Corporation  of  Rosemont,  Pa.,  inventors  and 
manufacturers  of  the  Spitz  Jr,  Planetarium,  a  small  hardy  plastic 
scale  model  for  home,  school  and  club  use.  The  Spitz  Jr.  Planetarium 
projects  over  400  stars  and  constellations  accurately.  It  comes 
equipped  with  an  attached  electronic  pointer  and  a  book  of  detailed 
instructions . 

Cox,  as  head  of  the  new  association,  will  periodically 
contribute  an  astronomy  column  to  the  club’s  quarterly  journal.  He  is 

himself  both  a  student  of  astronomy  and  an  amateur  astronomer. 

Tom  Liversidge,  president  of  Harmonic  Reed  Corporation, 
in  announcing  the  appointment  of  Cox  to  the  presidency  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  estimated  that  the  group  would  probably  total  about  100,000  in 

the  U.S.A,,  Canada  and  some  10  foreign  countries  by  the  year's  end. 
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EDDIE  FISHER  AND  HIS  FIANCEE,  DEBBIE  REYNOLDS,  RETURN 
TO  N.Y.  AFTER  HIS  COMMAND  PERFORMANCE  IN  ENGLAND 

Eddie  Fisher  and  his  fiancee  Debbie  Reynolds 
arrived  from  Europe  this  morning  (April  19)  at  Idlewild 
Airport  in  New  York  after  a  two-week  trip  to  England, 
with  side  trips  to  Paris  and  Lisbon. 

They  were  accompanied  by  Debbie's  mother,  Mrs. 
Maxine  Reynolds;  Eddie's  manager,  Milton  Blackstone, 
and  his  accompanist,  Harry  Akst. 

Eddie  and  Debbie  both  expressed  their  pleasure  at 
meeting  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  in  a 
private  interview  following  Eddie's  command  performance 
at  Blackpool  on  April  13* 

Eddie  returned  in  time  for  his  COKE  TIME  STARRING 
EDDIE  FISHER  show  of  Wednesday,  April  20  (NBC -TV, 

7:30  p.m.,  EST).  The  series  will  reach  its  200th  tele¬ 
cast  on  May  20. 
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NBC’S  REUVEN  PRANK  WINS  SIGMA  DELTA  CHI  AWARD 
FOR  "DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  IN  TV  NEWSWRITING" 

Reuven  Frank,  writer  on  the  news  staff  of  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company,  has  won  a  1954  Sigma  Delta  Chi  Award  for  "dis¬ 
tinguished  service  in  the  field  of  television  newswriting." 

Frank  was  honored  for  his  script  of  "The  Road  to  Spandau, " 
produced  on  June  27,  1954  by  the  NBC  News  Department  as  a  special 
television  documentary  portraying  the  prison  life  of  Nazi  war 
criminals , 

Frank  and  other  winners  of  the  23rd  annual  Sigma  Delta  Chi 
Awards  in  journalism  were  announced  today  by  Alden  C.  Waite,  national 
president  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi  and  president  of  Southern  California 
Associated  Newspapers.  The  announcement  wa3  made  at  the  mid-year 
meeting  of  the  professional  journalistic  fraternity’s  Executive 
Council  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  awards  will  be  formally  presented  May  17  at  a  dinner 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Professional  Chapter  of  the  fraternity  at  the 
Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel. 

The  citation  states:  "it  is  a  tense,  gripping  story  of  the 
Spandau  Prison  life  of  the  chief  partners  of  Hitler  who  lived  to  be 
tried  for  war  crimes  and  sentenced  to  varying  terms  behind  bars.  The 
drabness  of  their  life  in  prison,  contrasted  with  the  splendor  of  their 
brief  careers  as  aides  to  Hitler,  so  dramatically  told  by  Mr.  Frank, 
can  well  be  a  warning  to  ambitious  Fuehrers  of  the  future." 

Frank  came  to  NBC  in  1950  from  the  Newark  Evening  News,  where 
he  was  night  city  editor.  For  three  years  he  was  editor  of  the  "Camel 
News  Caravan."  He  is  now  producer  of  "Background,"  the  weekly  news- 
in-depth  television  program. 
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A  SERVICE  OF 


FRED  COE,  NOTED  TV  PRODUCER,  STRESSES  TIMELINESS 
AND  SUSPENSE  OF  'DARKNESS  AT  NOON,'  DRAMA 
TO  BE  COLORCAST  MONDAY,  MAY  2 


n 


& 
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Fred  Coe,  producer  of  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  on  NBC-TV  every 
fourth  Monday  night,  feels  that  while  a  prime  dramatic  series  should 
be  sound  entertainment,  first  and  foremost,  it  can  also  afford  to  be 
"semi -institutional"  and  say  something  when  it  has  something  to  say. 

"Producers'  Showcase"  gave  the  nation  Mary  Martin  in  "Peter 
Pan,"  in  a  joyous  performance  viewed  by  the  largest  single  network 
audience  in  TV  history.  In  Sidney  Kingsley's  exciting  anti -Communist 
drama,  "Darkness  at  Noon,"  Coe  is  of  the  opinion  that  viewers  will 
not  only  be  moved  by  a  modern  masterpiece  of  suspense  and  intrigue 
but  also  by  the  timeliness  and  urgency  of  the  play's  theme  --  the 
conflict  between  the  individual  and  the  state  in  a  totalitarian 
climate.  "Darkness  at  Noon,"  starring  Lee  J.  Cobb,  David  Wayne,  Ruth 
Roman,  Oscar  Homolka  and  Joseph  Wiseman,  will  be  telecast  on  Monday, 
May  2,  8-9:30  p.m.,  EDT,  in  color  and  black  and  white. 

"Kingsley's  drama,  based  on  Arthur  Koestler's  well  read 
novel,  couldn't  be  timelier,"  says  Coe.  "Daily  headlines  tell  us  of 
political  upheavals  in  Soviet  Russia,  in  Koestler's  own  native  Hungary 
and  other  areas  of  Red  influence.  And  the  way  Kingsley  originally 
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'Darkness  at  Noon' 


wrote  it  makes  it  ideal  for  TV  technique  --  almost  as  if  he  conceived 
it  with  video  in  mind  --  flashbacks,  fades,  dramatic  lighting  --  it's 
a  natural  for  television." 

Fred  Coe  is  exceptionally  well  qualified  to  discuss  the 
likeliness  of  a  vehicle  for  TV,  Possessing  a  rare  instinct  for  the 
world  of  drama,  Coe  is  one  of  the  most  respected  talents  in  his  field, 

A  well-known  interviewer  referred  to  him  as  "forthright,  creative,  the 
best  hope  of  TV  now  and  in  the  future."  His  success  is  no  lucky 
accident,  but  rather  the  result  of  harnessing  his  amazing  theatrical 
awareness  in  complete  dedication  to  the  medium  of  his  choice,  Coe  is 
a  product  of  television,  his  personal  star  having  risen  with  the 
growth  of  the  medium,  itself. 

In  1953i  his  work  won  no  fewer  than  three  major  awards  -- 
the  Syl vanla  Award  for  "Marty,"  which  he  produced  on  the  NBC-TV 
dramatic  series,  "Television  Playhouse,"  and  which  was  subsequently 
purchased  for  the  movies;  the  George  Foster  Peabody  Television  Award 
as  "the  most  consistent  producer  of  fine  television  drama,"  and  the 
annual  Look  magazine  TV  award  for  his  all-around  production  activities. 
Look  again  bestowed  this  honor  on  him  in  1954.  Last  year,  too,  he  won 
the  Variety  Showmanship  Award, 

Coe  was  born  in  Alligator,  Miss,,  Dec,  23 >  1914.  He  attended 
school  in  Buckhorn,  Ky.,  where  his  mother  had  gone  as  a  Presbyterian 
mission  nurse  in  what  was  considered  rough  mountain  country.  When  the 
family  moved  to  Nashville,  Tenn,,  Coe  later  attended  Peabody  College 
there,  from  1933  through  1937. 

Fred  was  only  12  when  he  wrote  his  first  class  play.  He  was 

campus  writer,  actor,  director  and  producer  by  the  time  he  was  18, 

During  1937-38,  he  directed  the  Nashville  Community  Theatre  on  a 

(more) 
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dramatic  fellowship.  At  the  same  time,  he  acted  before  the  microphones 
of  station  WSM  in  Nashville.  He  studied  at  the  Yale  Drama  School  in 
1938-1940.  After  completing  his  formal  dramatic  studies,  Coe  directed 
the  Civic  Theatre  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  for  four  years.  In  June,  1944, 
he  tried  his  luck  in  New  York  and  worked  as  stage  manager,  actor  and 
director  of  several  short-lived  productions.  When  the  going  got 
rough,  Coe  recalls,  he  got  a  job  packing  hats  in  a  factory,  part-time, 
so  he  could  continue  his  theatrical  quest.  The  young  man  was  about  to 
give  up  and  return  South  to  comparative  security  in  little  theatre 
work,  when  the  very  next  day  NBC  summoned  him  as  the  result  of  a 
previous  interview.  He  started  work  the  following  Monday. 

Joining  the  network  in  April,  1945*  as  production  assistant, 
Coe  advanced  rapidly.  By  January,  1946,  he  was  writing,  directing  and 
producing  network  TV  shows.  He  directed  and  subsequently  produced 
Theatre  Guild,  ANTA  and  Kraft  shows  and  became  the  producer,  as  well 
as  occasional  director  and  writer  of  the  famed  "Television  Playhouse" 
from  its  inception  on  Oct.  3*  1948,  until  the  advent  of  "Producers' 
Showcase"  in  the  Fall  of  1954,  which  now  occupies  most  of  his  time. 

Always  willing  to  venture  with  the  experimental,  Coe 
pioneered  in  adapting  "Lights  Out"  and  "The  Clock"  from  radio  to  TV, 
and  originated  "First  Person,"  a  novel  show  which  employed  the  camera 
subjectively,  as  if  it  were  the  viewer's  eye.  "Our  Town,"  "Cyrano," 
"Mary  Suratt,"  "Marty,"  "The  Trip  to  Bountiful"  and  "Young  Lady  of 
Property"  are  but  a  few  of  the  dozens  of  prime  dramatic  shows  he  has 
produced.  Two  seasons  back,  in  collaboration  with  the  Theatre  Guild, 
Coe  presented  Lillian  Gish  in  a  full-length  version  of  "The  Trip  to 
Bountiful"  on  Broadway. 
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Coe  was  instrumental  in  originating  --  and  remains  executive 
producer  of  --  the  popular  NBC-TV  comedy  series,  "Mr,  Peepers,"  which 
has  made  a  video  personality  of  Wally  Cox,  In  addition  to  this 
assignment  and  his  arduous  "Producers'  Showcase"  duties,  Coe  is  also 
general  consultant  on  dramatic  TV  programs  for  J,  Walter  Thompson, 
including  the  "Lux  Video  Theatre."  The  producer  is  credited  with 
almost  single-handedly  giving  television  writers  a  solid  financial, 
artistic  and  technical  status,  which  has  resulted  in  a  virtual  "stable" 
of  top  writing  talent  for  his  shows.  The  Peabody  Award  citation 
especially  commended  Coe  "for  his  firm  emphasis  on  good  writing." 

With  Coe,  the  public  comes  first.  He  feels  that  it  is 
entitled  to  the  best  and  biggest  entertainment  value  of  which  TV  is 
capable,  in  return  for  giving  its  time  as  an  audience.  To  accomplish 
this,  virtually  the  sky  is  the  limit  on  "Producers'  Showcase." 

"In  fact,"  says  Coe,  "we  refer  to  this  series  as  Operation 
Blue  Sky.  The  property  --  the  material  at  hand  to  work  with  --  is 
still  the  thing.  Stars  are  regularly  being  contacted  to  appear  in 
vehicles  best  suited  for  their  talents.  In  some  cases,  originals 
will  be  written  by  some  of  TV's  top  writers  for  specific  stars,  just 
so  the  finished  work  will  be  something  nearest  their  hearts  that  they 
can't  resist  doing. 

"With  an  expanded  budget  that  permits  us  more  rehearsal  time 
and  first  call  on  top  production  talent,  including  front-rank  directors 
and  writers,  it  is  our  desire  to  encourage  the  great  artists  of  the 
theatre  and  motion  pictures  who  have,  in  the  recent  past,  been  fearful 
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of  television.  We  will  continue  to  give  them  assurance  of  'safe 
conduct'  at  the  hand3  of  an  experienced  staff  of  professionals  who 
will  translate  and  interpret  their  superb  artistry  flawlessly,  in 
concert  with  our  guest  producers  and  directors." 

Coe  is  six  feet -one-inch  tall,  weighs  l80  pounds,  has  sandy 
crew-cut  hair  and  hazel  eyes.  He  presents  an  unusually  youthful 
appearance  for  a  TV  veteran.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Joyce 
Beeler . 


NBC -New  York,  4/19/55 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


MANY  NBC  AFFILIATES  IN  CONTEST  BIDDING  FOR 

VISIT  OF  'TODAY'  PROGRAM  TO  THEIR  CITIES 

The  visit  of  NBC -TV's  TODAY  to  Detroit  this 
week  has  set  off  expressions  of  civic  pride  in  many 
cities  in  which  the  program  is  seen.  Essay  writing 
contests  on  why  "Today"  should  visit  the  city  are 
being  conducted  in  many  communities,  with  local 
awards  and  a  national  prize  of  a  trip  to  New  York  to 
read  the  grand  prize -winning  letter  to  Dave  Garroway. 

Cities  and  stations  participating  in  the 
contests  include  Norf olk-Portsmouth-Hampton,  Va., 
WVEC-TV;  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  KSTP;  Springfield,  Ill., 
WICS;  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  WSJS-TV;  Little  Rock,Ark., 
KARK-TV;  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  WKY-TVj  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  WATE-TV;  Greenville,  S.C.,  WFBC-TV;  Rochester, 
Minn.,  KROC-TV;  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  WBRE-TV;  Houston, 
Tex.,  KPRC-TV;  Austin,  Tex.,  KTBC-TV;  Wichita,  Kans., 
KEDD;  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  WJHP-TV;  Chicago,  Ill., 
WNBQ;  Bangor,  Me.,  WABI-TV;  Quincy,  Ill.,  WGEM-TV; 
New  Orleans,  La.,  WDSU-TV;  Milwaukee,  Wise.,  WTMJ-TV; 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  WGR-TV;  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  WKJG-TV. 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 
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AC¬ 


CREDITS  FOR  SIDNEY  KINGSLEY'S  "DARKNESS  AT  NOON"  DRAMA  ON 
"PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE"  MONDAY,  MAY  2,  8-9:30  P.M.,  EDT, 
NBC -TV,  IN  COLOR  AND  BLACK  AND  WHITE 


Produced  By . 

Director . 

Associate  Producer . 

Author . 

Based  on  the  novel  by... 

Adapted  for  TV  by . 

Settings . 

Costumes . . . 

Unit  Manager . . . 

Associate  Director . 

Music  Director . 

Technical  Director . 

Lighting. . . 

Makeup . 

NBC  Press  Representative 


, Fred  Coe 
.Delbert  Mann 
.Bill  Nichols 
.Sidney  Kingsley 
.Arthur  Koestler 
.Robert  Alan  Aurthur 
.Otis  Riggs 
Jerome  Boxhorn 
Perry  Cross 
Dominick  Dunne 
Harry  Sosnik 
Lawrence  Elikann 
Jack  Fitzpatrick 
Dick  Smith 
Alec  S.  Nyary 
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AC- 


NBC -New  York,  4/19/55 


RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 
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April  20,  1955 
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COVERING  PARIS  FOR  'MONITOR'  IS  AN  ART-- 
ART  BUCHWALD,  THAT  ISJ 

■55* - - - - •55’  -  *5 5* 

Breezy  as  a  stroll  through  Montmarte  perhaps  best  describes 

Art  Buchwald,  the  droll,  occasionally  zany  and  always  entertaining 
New  York  Herald  Tribune  columnist  who  will  serve  as  a  roving  European 
correspondent  on  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC  weekend  radio  service  which 
will  be  introduced  on  the  network  Sunday,  June  12, 

Armed  with  his  trusty  tape  recorder,  Buchwald  will  take 
"Monitor"  listeners  behind  the  scenes,  treat  them  to  tete-a-tetes 
with  famous  Americans-in-Paris,  foreign  diplomats  and  the  little 
wheels  --  from  cab  drivers  to  maitres  d' hotel  --  that  keep  Paris 
spinning.  This,  of  course,  in  addition  to  periodic  forays  across  the 
continent  to  see  who's  where.  Buchwald  is  at  his  best  when  recording 
off-the-cuff  remarks  of  the  picturesque  people  he  meets. 

Buchwald 's  emergence  as  one  of  America's  most  delightful 
reporters  is  the  happy  outcome  of  a  slightly  Horatio  Algeresque 
beginning.  In  June  of  19^8,  ex-Marine  Buchwald  found  himself  with 
a  $250  war  bonus  and  an  urge  to  see  France.  He  ran  down  to  the  U.S, 
Lines  and  bought  himself  a  ticket  --  one-way.  For  a  while  he  had  the 
time  of  his  life,  studying  French  under  the  G.I,  Bill  and  "beach¬ 
combing"  his  way  around  Paris,  Fast  dwindling  resources,  however,  led 
him  to  a  job  as  a  stringer  for  "Variety,"  the  showbusiness  trade  paper. 

(more) 


0  %  i  i  it-  • 

■  V  • 

il  f  :  -  v 

. 

i 

. 

’  ri  .. 

. 

. 

ftfl  ^  A  !  rf  » 

•  V 

o<-  w ; i  ji  il  noo 

-  Ict-llo 

\ 

or!i 

.  i.  i  •:  ; 

• 

••  •:  ' 

r3  r  r " 

f  f  ' 

c*  '  i 

t 

. 

'i/  • 

. 

-■  -  i  • 

■ 

Y-QW 

. 

Jc  c  ml  S 

10  t 


2 


'Monitor* 


In  January  of  19^9#  acting  on  a  hunch.  Art  took  a  column  he 
had  been  working  on  to  the  Herald  Tribune's  European  edition.  Entitled 
"Paris  after  Dark,"  the  column  was  filled  with  humorous  tidbits  about 
Parisian  night  life.  The  feature  caught  on  quickly  and  was  succeeded 
in  1951  by  "Mostly  about  People,"  interviews  and  intimate  glimpses 
along  the  celebrity  belt  in  Paris. 

Early  in  1952,  the  New  York  editors  of  the  Herald  Tribune 
decided  to  extend  the  fast-growing  Buchwald  audience  by  importing  his 
reports.  By  combining  two  successful  columns,  the  newspaper  distilled 
the  best  of  Buchwald  in  "Europe's  Lighter  Side,"  which  is  now  known 
as  "P.S,  from  Paris." 

The  response  with  which  Americans  greeted  the  Buchwald 
prose  was  well  expressed  recently  by  Fred  Allen,  who  said:  "Mr. 
Buchwald  raises  the  stature  of  ink.  He  is  a  fresh  and  welcome  relief. 
Most  columnists  today  are  so  busy  chronicling  the  capers  of  drab 
characters  that  they  have  become  nothing  but  disc  jockeys  with 
ink,  Mr.  Buchwald  sounds  a  happy  note  in  this  sorry  symphony." 

Thirty  years  old,  happily  married  and  "gaining  weight 
every  day,"  Art  Buchwald  has  come  a  long  way  by  obeying  his  impulses. 
At  16,  he  ran  away  from  his  Mount  Vernon,  N.Y.,  home  to  join  the 
Marine  Corps,  He  spent  18  months  in  the  South  Pacific.  In  1945# 
after  a  brief  stint  of  public  relations  work  for  the  Special  Services 
department,  Buchwald  was  discharged.  For  the  next  three  years  he 
studied  at  the  University  of  Southern  California.  Then  came  the 
bonus  check.  And  Paris. 
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April  20,  1955 

PEABODY  AWARDS  GO  TO  NBC’S  GEORGE  GOBEL  ("REFRESHINGLY  ORIGINAL") 

AND  PAULINE  FREDERICK  (FOR  HER  "INTEGRITY  AND  SKILL") 

NBC  Radio's  "Conversation"  and  Affiliate  Station  WJAR-TV  Honored 

As  NBC  winners  of  195^  George  Foster  Peabody  Awards,  George 
Gobel  was  cited  today  (April  20)  by  the  awards  committee  for  his 
"refreshingly  original  material"  and  Pauline  Frederick  for  her 
"integrity  and  skill." 

Other  NBC  winners  were  the  radio  program,  "Conversation," 
which  was  honored  as  "intelligent  talk,  spiked  with  humor";  and  NBC 
affiliate  station  WJAR-TV,  Providence,  R.I.,  which  was  singled  out  for 
its  "courageous  and  costly  story"  of  Hurricane  Carol. 

The  awards  were  presented  formally  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of 
the  Radio  and  Television  Executives  Society  of  New  York  in  the  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Roosevelt.  Master  of  ceremonies  was  Bennett 
Cerf,  author,  publisher  and  broadcaster.  ' 

Also  participating  was  John  E.  Drewry,  dean  of  the  Henry  W. 
Grady  School  of  Journalism,  University  of  Georgia,  which  administers 
the  Peabody  Awards.  In  his  address.  Dean  Drewry  declared  that  "good 
programs  and  good  business  go  hand  in  hand." 

(more ) 
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2  -  Peabody  Awards 


"We  must  not,  as  we  reward  artistic,  professional,  and 
technical  achievement,  forget  that  ours  is  a  capitalistic  and  democratic 
society  in  which  radio  and  television  must  have  a  sound  financial 
underpinning,  through  advertising,  to  go  forward  in  the  American 
way,"  he  said. 

The  citations  for  the  four  NBC  programs  were  as  follows: 

TELEVISION  ENTERTAINMENT:  George  Gobel  (NBC )  --  "What 
TV  audiences  had  been  craving,  obviously,  was  a  new  person¬ 
ality  they  could  love  and  laugh  with.  Droll,  soft-spoken 
George  Gobel,  blessed  with  refreshingly  original  material  for 
good  measure,  has  been  the  answer  to  their  prayers." 

RADIO  CONTRIBUTION  TO  INTERNATIONAL  UNDERSTANDING: 

"Pauline  Frederick  at  the  UN"  (NBC)  --  "To  Pauline  Frederick, 
outstanding  network  woman  commentator,  a  Peabody  Award,  for 
her  independent  mind  and  her  consistently  fair  appraisal  of 
the  news.  Her  distinguished  services  in  interpreting  the 
United  Nations  and  its  agencies  not  only  indicate  her  concern 
for  world  peace  but  reflect  credit  upon  the  NBC  network  for 
its  recognition  of  Miss  Frederick's  integrity  and  skill," 

RADIO  ENTERTAINMENT:  "Conversation"  (NBC )  --  "The 
heartening  response  to  this  program  is  proof  that  spontaneous, 
intelligent  talk,  spiked  with  humor,  can  still  hold  its  own 
against  card  games.  Scrabble,  sportscast3  and  soap  operas  -- 
for  a  half-hour  stretch,  at  any  rate.  The  Peabody  Committee 
hopes  that  the  success  of  this  consistently  entertaining 
program  reflects  a  definite  trend." 


(more ) 
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TELEVISION  REGIONAL  PUBLIC  SERVICE:  WJAR-TV,  Providence 
Rhode  Island,  for  ’’Hurricane  Carol."  --  "Twenty  camera  teams 
covered  the  devastation  from  Cape  Cod  to  Westerly,  from 
stricken  southern  shores  of  Rhode  Island  to  Providence  itself 
their  films,  shown  at  hourly  intervals  through  five  con¬ 
secutive  days,  told  the  courageous  and  costly  story  and  have 
led  to  constructive  precautions  for  such  emergencies  in  the 
future.  To  the  reporter  teams  and  the  station  executives 
great  credit  is  due." 
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’TONIGHT’  TO  ORIGINATE  FROM  LOS  ANGELES  FOR  8  WEEKS  THIS  SUMMER 

WHILE  STAR  STEVE  ALLEN  PORTRAYS  TITLE  ROLE  IN  FORTHCOMING 
MOTION  PICTURE,  ’THE  BENNY  GOODMAN  STORY’ 

- y<,  - - - 

**  4\  %V 

TONIGHT,  NBC-TV’s  late-evening  show  starring  Steve  Allen, 
will  originate  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  for  eight  weeks  beginning 
June  27  in  order  to  permit  Allen  to  portray  the  title  role  in  the  new 
Universal-International  motion  picture,  "The  Benny  Goodman  Story, "  it 
was  announced  today  by  Mort  Werner,  director  of  participating  programs 
for  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

Mr.  Werner  said  that  "Tonight’s"  entire  cast  and  staff  will 
fly  to  Los  Angeles  via  United  Air  Lines  immediately  following  the 
program's  June  24  telecast  in  New  York.  While  in  Los  Angeles,  the  show 
will  come  from  the  NBC  studios  on  Sunset  Boulevard  and  the  El  Capitan 
Theatre . 

Announcement  of  Allen’s  being  chosen  to  portray  the  famous 
musician  and  orchestra  leader  in  the  movie  was  made  April  19  by 
Universal-International.  The  motion  picture  company  said  that  "the 
naming  of  Allen  for  the  coveted  role  marks  the  end  of  many  months  of 
testing  a  number  of  outstanding  male  personalities  for  the  part, 

Allen’s  choice  for  the  leading  role  marks  the  initial  and  only  casting 

(more ) 
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2  -  tonight1  --  Los  Angeles 


for  the  film  up  to  the  present  time.  In  bringing  'The  Benny  Goodman 
Story'  to  the  screen,  U-I  will  be  transferring  to  film  the  story  of 
one  of  the  most  significant  figures  in  the  history  of  modern  jazz." 

"Tonight’s"  California  origination  will  be  a  homecoming  for 
Allen,  for  it  was  in  Hollywood  that  he  became  a  broadcasting  celebrity. 
He  started  there  as  a  television  quizmaster,  then  came  to  New  York  on 
a  Summer  replacement  shov;  on  another  network.  He  soon  joined  WRCA-TV, 
the  NBC-owned  station  in  New  York,  and  saw  his  program  become  so 
popular  that  the  network  expanded  into  the  11:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m,,  EST 
spot,  taking  with  it  one  of  nighttime’s  favorite  denizens  --  Steve 
Allen. 

The  Los  Angeles  telecasts  of  "Tonight1,  mark  the  fifth  out- 
of-town  origination  of  the  show  (following  visits  to  Cleveland  and 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.)  since  the  pro- 
gram’s  inception  last  Fall.  When  at  home,  the  program  originates  from 
New  York’s  Hudson  Theatre. 

Featuring,  in  addition  to  Allen,  regulars  Gene  Rayburn, 

Skitch  Henderson  and  his  band,  and  vocalists  Eydie  Gorme  and  Steve 
Lawrence,  the  program  is  produced  by  William  Harbach  and  directed  by 
Dwight  Hemion. 

- o - 
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April  20 ,  1955 

ONE  OP  MOST  NOTABLE  CASTS  ASSEMBLED  FOR  DAYTIME  SERIES 
WILL  APPEAR  IN  5-PART  DRAMA  ON  NBC'S  "WAY  OP  THE  WORLD" 

Top-flight  theatrical  luminaries  are  not  only  moving  into 
television  in  general  but  into  daytime  television  in  particular.  One 
of  the  most  notable  casts  ever  assembled  for  a  daytime  television 
show  will  appear  in  a  five -part  story  on  WAY  OP  THE  WORLD  during  the 
week  of  April  25  (NBC-TV,  Mondays  through  Fridays,  10 : 30-10 : 45  ajn.,EDT). 

Edna  Best,  an  outstanding  personality  of  the  legitimate 
stage,  will  appear  for  the  second  time  on  "Way  of  the  World"  in  a 
dramatic  story  about  the  effect  that  a  forced  landing  in  an  isolated 
wilderness  has  on  six  dissimilar  people.  Miss  Best  appeared  this 
season  with  Alfred  Lunt,  Lynn  Fontanne  and  Brian  Aherne  in  the 
Broadway  production  of  "Quadrille,"  and,  last  season,  received 
critical  raves  for  her  performance  in  the  Broadway  play  "Ladies  of  the 
Corridor. " 

Supporting  Miss  Best  will  be  her  daughter  Sara  Marshall  who 
is  also  making  her  second  appearance  on  the  morning  television  series. 
Miss  Marshall  received  acclaim  last  year  when  she  was  seen  with 
Montgomery  Clift  in  ‘The  Sea  Gull,"  an  off -Broadway  production,  and  in 
"Charlie's  Aunt"  at  the  New  York  City  Center. 

(more ) 
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'Way  of  the  World1 


Also  in  the  cast  will  be  Bill  Tabbert  one  of  the  3inging 
stars  of  the  current  hit  Broadway  musical*  "Fanny,"  who 
also  sang  and  acted  for  five  years  in  "South  Pacific." 

Other  cast  members  will  be  Meg  Mundy,  who  starred  in  the 
Broadway  hit,  "Detective  Story";  Kathleen  Maguire  of  Broadway' 3 
"Harvey"  and  "Come  Back,  Little  Sheba";  William  Prince,  who  appeared 
in  the  stage  productions  of  "Ah  Wilderness"  and  "I  Am  a  Camera"; 
Claudia  Morgan,  who  was  seen  in  "The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner";  and 
Paul  McGrath,  who  appeared  with  Gertrude  Lawrence  in  the  hit  play 
"Susan  and  God." 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


ADVENTURES  IN  WORLD  OF  'X  MINUS  ONE' 

New  Science -Fiction  Series  to  Be  Sunday  Radio  Feature 

Adventures  through  the  infinite  sea  of  space  to  the  world 
of  X  MINUS  ONE  will  be  dramatized  in  a  special  series  of  science  - 
fiction  programs  starting  Sunday,  April  25  and  continuing  weekly  until 
June  5  on  NBC  Radio  (8  to  8:30  p.m.,  EDT) . 

Time  machines,  invasion  from  other  planets,  the  forces  of 
the  planet  Earth  competing  with  the  rest  of  the  universe,  and 
interstellar  expeditions  will  be  some  of  the  exciting  features  in  the 
"X  Minus  One "  world  of  the  future . 

The  first  program  will  be  "No  Contact!"  --  a  tale  of  mutiny 
in  a  space  ship  bound  for  a  planet  named  Volta.  The  mutiny,  which 
occurs  at  the  point  where  two  previous  rocket  ships  mysteriously 
disappeared  while  on  the  same  mission,  builds  up  to  a  bizarre  high- 
tension  climax. 

"No  Contact!"  was  written  by  George  Lefferts  of  the  NBC 
Script  Division,  who  won  a  Peabody  Award  in  1949  for  an  "NBC 
University  Theatre"  script  adaptation.  Other  stories  in  the  series 
will  be  written  by  Ernest  Kinoy  of  the  NBC  Script  Division  and  Ray 
Bradbury  and  Robert  Heinlein,  science -fiction  writers. 

Fred  Weihe  is  the  director  of  "X  Minus  One."  The  series  will 
be  edited  by  Van  Woodward. 
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MICHIGAN  EDUCATOR  HAILS  USE  OP  TV  IN  CLASSROOM 
AND  WELCOMES  ‘TODAY1  DETROIT  VISIT  AS  EXAMPLE 

This  week,  fourth  grade  students  at  Edgewood  School  in 
Roseville,  Michigan,  a  suburb  of  Detroit,  have  an  unusual  assignment. 
Class  opens  each  morning  with  the  group  watching  NBC -TV’s  TODAY, 

The  school  principal,  Rudolph  Heino,  explained  that  the 
youngsters  are  studying  the  chapter  on  mass  production  in  social 
science  classes  and  that  he  decided  to  tie  this  in  with  "Today's" 
five-day  origination  from  this  city  (April  18-22), 

Mr,  Heino  declares  that  he  believes  watching  "Today"  this  week 
will  give  youngsters  a  graphic  picture  of  the  area  in  which  they  live, 
its  economy  and  its  people.  He  related  that  he  recently  returned  from 

an  educational  convention  in  Chicago,  where  the  use  of  television  in 
the  classroom  was  highlighted  and  that  he  felt  "Today"  Detroit 
originations  would  be  an  ideal  testing  ground  for  the  idea. 

Since  Edgewood  school  has  double  sessions,  it  was  possible  for 
the  children  to  view  the  program  during  class  time.  The  youngsters 
are  in  school  from  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and  thus  are  able  to  see  the 
8-9  a.m.  hour  of  "Today." 

"Today"  is  seen  on  NBC -TV,  Mondays  through  Fridays, 

7-9  a.m.,  EST,CST  and  PST. 
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color  television  presents 

A  MAX  LIEBMAN 


'KALEIDOSCOPIC'  ANNIVERSARY  DATE 
FOR  COSTUME  DESIGNER  DU  PONT 
-SC-  -  *35  - •55- 

Costume  designer  Paul  du  Pont,  of  the  Max  Liebman 
Spectaculars,  will  celebrate  his  20th  anniversary  with  the  Eaves 
Costume  Company  Sunday,  April  24,  which,  coincidentally,  is  his 
birthday.  His  double  anniversary  will  be  the  occasion  for  a  full 
working  day  since  Liebman  is  producing  a  musical  review  "Kaleidoscope" 
that  night  (7:30  to  9  p.m.,  EST),  starring  Judy  Holliday,  Dick  Shawn 
and  Frank  Sinatra . 

In  the  past  five  years,  Paul  du  Pont  has  designed  more  than 
90,000  costumes.  By  the  conclusion  of  the  1954-55  season  of  Spec¬ 
taculars  the  tally  should  be  close  to  100,000  costumes.  Prior  to 
television,  du  Pont  designed  the  costumes  for  64  Broadway  shows  and 
has  worked  extensively  with  the  St.  Louis,  Toronto  and  Atlanta 
Municipal  Opera  Companies. 
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April  21,  1955 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE  CO.  TO  SPONSOR  COMPLETELY  NEW  VARIETY  SERIES, 
SPEARHEADED  DY  DEAN  MARTIN  AND  JERRY  LEWIS, 

OVER  NBC -TV  STARTING  JUNE  12 

Advertiser  Renews  Sponsorship  of  Sunday 
Nights,  8-9  P.M.  for  1955-56 

The  Colgate-Palmolive  Company  will  sponsor  a  completely  new 
variety  series  spearheaded  by  Dean  Martin  and  Jerry  Lewis  over  the  NBC 
Television  Network  on  Sunday  evenings,  8-9  p.m.,  EDT,  beginning  June  12, 
it  was  announced  today  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  announced  that  the  Colgate- 
Palmolive  Co.  of  Jersey  City,  N.J.,  has  renewed  its  sponsorship  for 
this  time  period  for  the  1955-56  season. 

The  new  Colgate  series,  untitled  as  yet,  will  feature  39 
shows  to  be  seen  three  Sundays  out  of  four  over  a  span  of  52  weeks. 

The  series  will  include  a  minimum  of  five  Martin  and  Lewis  programs. 
NBC-TV's  color  Spectaculars,  which  cover  the  whole  field  of  show- 
business  and  embrace  the  most  celebrated  stars,  producers  and  di¬ 
rectors,  will  be  seen  every  fourth  Sunday,  from  7:30  to  9  p.m.,  EDT. 

Plans  for  the  new  Colgate  series  of  variety  shows  include  a 
permanent  master  of  ceremonies  who  will  be  host  to  the  top  names  in 

(more ) 
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2  -  'Colgate  Comedy  Hour ' 


the  entertainment  business,  from  television  to  Hollywood  to  Broadway. 
Pull  details  will  be  announced  shortly. 

The  new  series  will  be  produced  by  the  York  Pictures  Corp., 
with  the  William  Esty  Company,  advertising  agency  for  Colgate- 
Palmolive,  as  the  producing  agency. 

The  1955-56  period  will  mark  the  sixth  season  for  the 
Colgate-Palmolive  Company's  sponsorship  of  the  8-9  p.m.  Sunday  time 
period  over  NBC -TV,  having  begun  its  "Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  on  the 
network  Sept.  10,  1950.  During  this  time,  NBC  has  compiled  an 
impressive  list  of  "firsts"  with  the  show.  It  was  the  first  program 
to  bring  big-name  comedians  to  TV  on  a  regular  basis.  It  was  the 
first  to  evolve  the  rotating  format  for  stars,  and  it  was  the  first 
commercial  program  to  be  beamed  across  the  country  on  the  coaxial 
cable . 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


STATION  WXEX-TV  JOINS  NBC-TV  NETWORK 


Affiliation  of  WXEX-TV,  Channel  8,  as  the  basic  NBC 
Network  facility  for  Richmond,  Va,,  was  announced  today  by 
Harry  Bannister,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Station  Re¬ 
lations  for  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 

Now  in  construction,  the  station  will  commence 
operations  on  full  power,  318  kw,  in  mid-summer,  with  a 
transmitter  location  12  miles  from  downtown  Richmond. 

The  Petersburg  Television  Corporation  is  the  licensee; 
Thomas  G.  Tinsley,  Jr.  president;  and  Irvin  G.  Abeloff, 
general  manager. 

NBC  is  presently  affiliated  with  television  station 
WTVR  in  Richmond,  Va. 
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SECRETARY  GENERAL  DAG  HAMMARSKJOLD  OP  UN  EXTENDS  CONGRATULATIONS 
TO  NBC  RADIO'S  PAULINE  FREDERICK  FOR  WINNING  PEABODY  AWARD 


A  handsome  touch  of  added  glory  went  to  Pauline  Frederick  of 
NBC  News  yesterday  (April  20)  when  United  Nations  Secretary  General 
Dag  Hammarskjold  wired  her  his  personal  congratulations  on  winning  the 
Peabody  Award. 

The  wire,  which  was  read  aloud  at  the  Peabody  presentation 
ceremonies  at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  said: 

"Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  receding  the 
distinguished  Peabody  Award  for  your  coverage  of  the  United  Nations 
news . " 

Miss  Frederick  received  the  award  for  her  program,  PAULINE 
FREDERICK  AT  THE  UN,  a  show  judged  to  have  made  "the  best  radio 
contribution  to  international  understanding"  during  1954. 

The  full  citation  read  as  follows:  "To  Pauline  Frederick, 
outstanding  network  woman  commentator,  a  Peabody  Award,  for  her 
independent  mind  and  her  consistently  fair  appraisal  of  the  news.  Her 
distinguished  services  in  interpreting  the  United  Nations  and  its 
agencies  not  only  indicate  her  concern  for  world  peace  but  reflect 
credit  upon  the  NBC  network  for  its  recognition  of  Miss  Frederick's 
integrity  and  skill." 


(more ) 
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NBC  TO  SIMULCAST  PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER'S  ADDRESS 
AT  ANNUAL  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  MEETING 

President  Eisenhower's  address  before  the 
annual  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Associated  Press, 

Monday,  April  25 ,  in  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel, 

New  York,  will  be  simulcast  from  2  to  2:30  p.m., 

EDT,  by  NBC -TV  (including  WRCA-TV)  and  NBC  Radio 
(network  except  WRCA;  time  for  WRCA  only  to  be 
announced).  The  address  is  described  as  a  "major 
talk. " 

Robert  McLean,  president  of  the  A.P.,  will 
introduce  President  Eisenhower. 

- o - 

■ft  - - -  -ft 


NBC-New  York,  4/21/55 


...  .  ■  .  '  /  ...  DcJAC  ■  :  ,  .  P  0 i 

•  •  -V-V:  ■  r-  :  •  ,  >,  \  • 

.  ■  :  -  :  r  a  Si  ■  .  r 

■  : 

0£:j  ...  .  t  ..  io1 

tV  •'  f  .  U)  VT-0QJ1  ..  . 

•OflW  '  tv  •  V; 

.J  r- *-:i 

-  •  •  -  •  •  ./  .  ■  • 


* - * 

I  NBC -TV  NEWS  I 
*  -  * 

GALE  ("MY  LITTLE  MARGIE")  STORM  IS  SURPRISED  SUBJECT 
OP  HOST  RALPH  EDWARDS  ON  NBC'S  "THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE" 

Gale  Storm,  star  of  NBC-TV's  "My  Little  Margie"  (Wednesdays, 
8:30  p.m.,  EST)  became  the  principal  subject  of  Ralph  Edwards' 
Wednesday,  April  20  program  of  THIS  IS  YOUR  LIFE  (NBC-TV,  10  p.m., 

EST)  in  one  of  Edwards'  most  intricate  surprises. 

The  pretty  comedy  star,  accompanied  by  her  husband  and 
agent  made  a  dinner  date  to  discuss  a  record  contract  at  a  restaurant 
located  several  blocks  away  from  the  El  Capitan  Theatre  in  Hollywood. 

A  TV  camera  was  hidden  in  the  restaurant  and  when  the  hostess  took  a 
telephone  to  Miss  Storm's  table,  Ralph  Edwards  told  her  by  phone  that 
her  life  story  was  about  to  be  told  coast -to-coast .  Then  he  hurried 
the  startled  actress  into  a  cab  and  to  the  theatre  for  the  telling 
of  her  life  story. 

Edwards  traced  the  NBC  star's  life  from  her  childhood  in 
Houston,  Tex.,  to  the  day  when  she  won  a  "Gateway  to  Hollywood" 
contest,  the  meeting  with  her  husband  (another  "Gateway"  winner),  her 
marriage,  the  abandonment  of  her  movie  career  in  the  interests  of  her 
home  and  children,  her  extensive  church  work  and  the  beginning  of  her 
television  career. 

Among  those  present  to  pay  tribute  to  the  diminutive  star 
were  her  three  children,  her  mother,  her  two  sisters  and  two  brothers, 
two  of  her  high  school  teachers,  Charles  Farrell  (co-star  of  the  "My 
Little  Margie"  program)  and  the  Rev.  Cleveland  Cleihauer  (pastor  of 
the  Hollywood  Beverly  Christian  Church) . 
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SIX  GOVERNORS,  OTHER  NOTABLES,  WORKERS,  FARMERS  TO  BE  HEARD 
IN  'NEW  ENGLAND:  A  REGIONAL  SURVEY,'  NEW  SERIES 
STARTING  MAY  3  ON  NBC  RADIO 

X- - -  -X  -X - X 

Changing  New  England  will  be  the  subject  of  a  14-week 

"portrait  in  sound"  to  be  presented  by  NBC  Radio  under  a  grant  from 
the  Alfred  P.  Sloan  Foundation. 

NEW  ENGLAND :  A  REGIONAL  SURVEY  is  the  title  of  this  weekly 
series  which  will  start  Tuesday,  May  3  (network  except  WRCA,  10: So¬ 
il  p.m.,  EST),  with  a  call  on  the  six  governors  of  the  New  England 
states  and  an  audit  of  the  region's  composite  population. 

For  several  weeks  an  NBC  documentary  team  traveled  through 
the  entire  six-state  region  to  capture  this  "on  location"  story  with 
their  tape-recorders.  The  team  interviewed  several  hundred  N ew 
Englanders  in  all  kinds  of  places  --  from  a  busy  shipyard  in  Southern 
Connecticut,  where  atomic  submarines  are  built,  to  the  quiet  hillside 
of  a  Vermont  sugar  maple  farm.  Listeners  will  hear  such  voices  as 
those  of  the  novelist  John  P.  Marquand,  a  Cape  Cod  cranberry  farmer, 
an  old  New  Hampshire  logger,  a  railroad  president. 

What  emerges  is  a  comprehensive  on-the -scene  report  on  the 
problems  New  Englanders  are  facing  today  and  how  they  are  seeking  to 
solve  them.  Included  is  a  full  account  of  how  the  region  has 

withstood  the  loss  of  part  of  its  principal  industry,  textiles, 

(more) 
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'New  England:  A  Regional  Survey1 


The  NBC  team  was  made  up  of  producer  James  Fleming  (now 
executive  producer  of  "Monitor"),  associate  producer  Arthur  llepner 
(now  of  the  "Monitor"  staff)  and  engineer  Hal  Schneider. 

The  first  broadcast  --  "Who  Are  the  New  Englanders?"  -- 
will  feature  a  check  on  gubernatorial  problems  and  prospects  for  1955 
plus  an  audit  of  the  region's  composite  Italian,  Irish,  Polish,  French 
Canadian,  Portuguese,  Negro,  Jewish  and  Yankee  population. 

A  look  at  New  England  men,  women  and  humor  will  follow, 

May  10,  in  a  broadcast  titled  "The  New  England  Character,"  with  John 
Marquand,  Esther  Forbes,  the  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  biographer,  and 
Charles  Morton,  the  Atlantic  Monthly's  associate  editor. 

The  region's  oldest  industry,  fishing,  will  be  the  theme 
for  May  17.  Subjects  for  subsequent  weeks  will  be  New  England's 
economic  maturity  with  an  on-the-scene  report  on  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where 
maturity  can  be  studied  at  first  hand.  May  24;  textiles,  "the 
vanishing  standby,"  with  a  report  on  the  fate  of  Lawrence,  Mass., 
hardest-hit  textile  community  in  New  England,  May  31;  a  visit  to  a 
Jet  Fighter  Command  (Westover  Air  Base,  Springfield,  Mass.)  and  the 
great  defense  support  behind  it,  June  7;  activity  along  the  seacoast, 
June  14 ;  the  forest  and  its  products,  June  21 j  transportation  and 
recreation,  June  28. 

Also,  life  down  on  the  farm,  July  5;  a  contrast  between 
private  and  public  school  education,  July  12;  New  England's  great 
craftsmanship,  plus  an  appraisal  of  labor -management  relations, 

July  19;  brains  at  work,  a  report  on  research  and  how  it  is  changing 
our  whole  way  of  life,  July  2o;  money  in  New  England,  including  a 
check  on  insurance  companies,  a  word  about  mutual  funds  and 
development  corporations,  and  a  final  look  at  New  Englanders  with  a 
sense  of  where  they  go  from  here,  August  2 . 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


LES  PAUL  AND  MARY  FORD  TO  BE  SUBJECTS 
OF  SPECIAL  1-HOUR  NBC  RADIO  SHOW 

Dave  Garroway  to  Be  Host  to  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Music' 

Les  Paul  and  Mary  Ford,  the  musical  pair  who  created  a  "new 
sound"  by  taping  and  re-taping  their  voices  and  guitar  music,  will  be 
the  subject  of  a  special  radio  program  on  Saturday,  April  23  (NBC 
network  except  WRCA,  10-11  p.m.,  EDT) . 

Dave  Garroway  will  act  as  host  and  the  pair  will  discuss  their 
professional  and  private  lives,  relating  the  triumphs,  near  triumphs 
and  defeats  encountered  along  the  way. 

There  will  be  music,  of  course,  the  distinctive  brand  of  music 
that  has  caused  fan  clubs  all  over  the  world  to  dub  Les  and  Mary 
"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Music." 

- o - 

MARGARET  TRUMAN  JOINS  'CONVERSATION'  PANEL 
IN  NBC  RADIO  DISCUSSION  ON  'MANNERS' 

Margaret  Truman  will  make  her  first  appearance  Saturday, 

April  30  (8  p.m.,  EDT),  on  CONVERSATION,  the  NBC  Radio  program  that 
this  week  won  a  Peabody  Award  for  "best  radio  entertainment"  of  the 
year. 

She  will  join  historian  Jacques  Barzun,  commentator  Alistair 
Cooke  and  host  Clifton  Fadiman  in  table-talk  about  "Manners." 

Future  broadcasts  will  take  up  these  subjects:  "Is  Modern 
Music  Bankrupt?"  "How  to  Waste  Time,"  "Are  We  Rescued  by  the 
Unpredictable?"  "The  Hub  of  the  Universe,"  "Detective  Stories,"  and 
"What  Would  I  Do  If  I  Had  Only  Six  Months  to  Live?"  Visitors  will 
include  John  P.  Marquand,  Stephen  Potter,  Henry  Morgan,  Jerome 
Weidman,  Edward  A.  Weeks  Jr.,  H.  Allen  Smith,  Rex  Stout,  Henry 
Pleasants,  Goddard  Lieberson  and  Alfred  N.  Goldsmith. 

- o - 
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NANCY  HERBERT 


April  21,  1955 

ROBERT  W.  SARNOPP,  NBC  EXECUTIVE  VICE  PRESIDENT, 

NAMED  ’YOUNG  MAN  OP  THE  YEAR  IN  MARKETING' 

Receives  'Mark  of  Distinction'  Trophy  from  Association 

of  Advertising  Men  and  Women 

Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company,  was  proclaimed  "Young  Man  of  the  Year  in 
Marketing"  last  night  (Thursday,  April  21)  by  the  Association  of 
Advertising  Men  and  Women. 

The  award,  first  in  an  annual  series,  was  made  at  a  dinner 
climaxing  the  AAMW's  "Inside  Advertising  Week,"  at  the  Hotel  Biltmore 
in  New  York.  It  carries  with  it  a  "Mark  of  Distinction"  trophy,  which 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Sarnoff  during  the  dinner. 

Mr.  Sarnoff,  who  is  36  years  old,  was  cited  for  building 
new  sales  and  program  patterns  designed  to  make  broadcasting  more 
useful  to  advertisers]  for  his  interest  in  the  problems  of  marketers; 
for  creating  "the  most  comprehensive  merchandising  program  in  the 
history  of  broadcasting";  and  for  "the  combination  of  youth, 
experience  and  leadership  which  he  embodies,  and  which  are  an 
inspiration  to  young  people  entering  the  field  of  marketing  and 
advertising. " 

(more) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


1  I 


2  -  Robert  W.  Samoff 


Principal  speaker  was  Robert  M.  Watson,  President  of 
Ruthrauff  &  Ryan.  Presentation  of  the  award  was  made  by  R.  Steele 
Sherratt,  co-chairman  of  "Inside  Advertising  Week." 

During  the  dinner,  "graduation  diplomas"  were  presented  to 
the  50  college  students  from  all  over  the  United  States  and  from 
Canada,  Australia  and  the  Philippines  who  participated  in  "Inside 
Advertising  Week,"  fourth  in  an  annual  series  sponsored  by  the  AAMW. 
The  students,  all  interested  in  advertising  careers,  visited  various 
advertising,  public  relations,  marketing,  publishing  and  broadcasting 
operations  in  New  York  as  part  of  the  program. 

The  citation  for  Mr.  Samoff  states: 

"For  creating  sales  and  program  patterns  in  television  and 
radio  to  make  the  tremendous  impact  of  these  mediums  available  to 
smaller  advertisers  seeking  national  exposure; 

"For  developing  a  flexibility  in  television  and  radio  sales 
patterns  that  increases  the  usefulness  of  the  medium  to  marketers; 

"For  his  intensive  interest  in  the  special  problems  of 
marketers  as  a  base  for  his  forward  planning  in  the  area  of 
television  and  radio  sales; 

"For  creating  the  most  comprehensive  merchandising  program 
in  the  history  of  broadcasting; 

"For  the  combination  of  youth,  experience  and  leadership 
which  he  embodies,  and  which  are  an  Inspiration  to  young  people 
entering  the  field  of  marketing  and  advertising; 

"The  Association  of  Advertising  Men  and  Women  hereby 
selects:  Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President  of  the  National 


(more) 
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3  -  Robert  w.  Sarnoff 


Broadcasting  Company ,  as 

YOUNG  MAN  OP  THE  YEAR  IN  MARKETING 
and  bestows  on  him  its 

MARK*  OP  DISTINCTION. " 

Mr.  Sarnoff  was  elected  Executive  Vice  President  of  NBC 
Dec,  4,  1953.  He  joined  NBC  Jan.  1,  1948,  as  an  account  executive  in 
the  Sales  Department.  After  serving  in  a  variety  of  capacities, 
including  television  production  manager  and  sales  manager,  he  was 
appointed  director  of  unit  production  for  television  in  1951. 

It  was  in  this  capacity  that  he  launched  "Victory  at  Sea," 
the  famous  NBC -Navy  documentary  of  the  Navy's  role  in  World  War  II, 
for  which  he  received  the  Navy's  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award. 

In  June,  1951*  Mr.  Sarnoff  was  elected  a  Vice  President  of 
NBC  and  a  year  later  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  newly  created  NBC 
Film  Division.  He  was  appointed  executive  assistant  to  Sylvester  L. 
Weaver,  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  in  September,  1953*  and  wa3  elected 
to  the  NBC  Board  of  Directors  the  following  month. 

Students  participating  in  "Inside  Advertising  Week,"  and 
their  colleges,  were: 

Adelphi  College  —  Lee  M.  Cassidy 
Akron,  University  of  --  Thomas  J.  Hillery 
Babson  Institute  --  Paul  P.  McPherson 
Baltimore,  University  of  —  J.  Donald  Gerding 
Boston  University  --  George  W.  Mingels 
Bridgeport,  University  of  --  Mrs.  Marion  Fry 


(more ) 
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4  -  Robert  W.  Sarnoff 


Butler  University  —  Miss  Beverly  Siegel 

Cincinnati,  University  of  --  Thomas  T.  Green 

City  College  of  New  York  --  Stephen  E.  Silver 

Cornell  University  —  Henry  P.  Renard 

Creighton  University  --  Prank  J.  Gollon 

Drake  University  —  Richard  H.  Nelson 

Falrleigh  Dickinson  College  —  Duncan  E.  Hill,  Jr. 

Fordham  University  --  Arthur  L.  Bajart 

Fresno  State  College  —  Ivan  McAtee 

Georgia,  University  of  Mi3s  Kay  Sloan 

Kansas,  University  of  —  David  E.  Riley 

Keuka  College  --  Miss  Alba  Brogllo 

Long  Island  University  —  Norman  Willner 

Marquette  University  --  Wayne  Kirchoffer 

Maryland,  University  of  —  Peter  G.  Rou3hakes 

Michigan,  University  of  —  Thomas  J.  Forgacs 

Mississippi  State  College  —  Ted  Valias 

Missouri,  University  of  —  Howard  Chaikin 

Nebraska,  University  of  --  Howard  D.  Vann 

New  York  University  --  Warren  Soloway 

North  Carolina,  University  of  —  Barksdale  F.  Roberts 

Northeastern  University  —  Harold  P.  Watts 

Notre. -Dame,  University  of  --  Jack  Soranno 

Ohio  State  University  --  Ronald  Adams 

Ohio  Wesleyan  University  —  William  T.  Davies,  Jr. 

Oklahoma,  University  of  —  Douglas  A.  Stuart 


(more) 
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5  -  Robert  W.  Samoff 


Pennsylvania,  University  of  —  James  L.  Barnett 

Pittsburgh,  University  of  —  C.D.  Joseph  Lafferty 

Rhode  Island,  University  of  —  Miss  Prances  Bernstein 

Rochester,  University  of  —  Nelson  B.  Leenhouts 

Roosevelt  University  —  Leon  H.  Friedman 

Rutgers  University  —  Sal  A.  Fauci 

Seton  Hall  University  --  Richard  F.  Hennessy 

South  Dakota,  University  of  —  Larry  L.  Kracht 

Southern  Methodist  University  —  Horace  A.  Baker,  Jr. 

Syracuse  University  —  John  Riley 

Temple  University  —  Allen  Levit 

Washburn  University  —  Richard  D.  Hawks 

West  Virginia  University  —  Miss  Dorothy  Cashdollar 

Wisconsin,  University  of  —  George  W.  Bauder 

Youngstown  College  —  Jack  Hughes 

*  *  * 

From  Australia  (Melbourne)  —  Cecil  Burge 
From  Canada  (Alberta)  —  James  Ramsey 
From  Philippines  —  Miss  Violeta  G.  Saguin 

- o - 
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NANCY  HERBERT 


April  22,  1955 

NBC’S  PLANS  FOR  CONTINUED  TELEVISION  LEADERSHIP  OUTLINED 
BY  WEAVER  AND  SARNOFF  AT  MEETING  OF  AFFILIATES 

Network  Aims  for  Four  Hours  of  Color  Programming  Each  Week 
Beginning  This  Summer  and  Continuing  at  That  Rate  in  Fall 


The  National  Broadcasting  Company  today  presented  to  its 
television  affiliates  an  outline  of  NBC-TV's  color  programming  plans 
and  a  projection  of  the  network’s  program  and  sales  schedules  for  the 
Summer  and  Fall. 

A  team  of  NBC  executives,  headed  by  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr,, 
President,  and  Robert  W.  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President,  spoke  to 
the  affiliates  at  an  all-day  meeting  at  the  Waldorf -Astoria,  New  York. 

The  meeting  was  highlighted  by  these  announcements: 

NBC-TV  is  pointing  toward  the  objective  of  about  four  hours 
of  color  programming  each  week,  beginning  this  Summer  and  continuing 
at  that  rate  in  the  Fall.  This  is  exclusive  of  regular  daily  color 
operations  during  weekdays. 

The  network's  evening  time  this  Summer  is  practically  sold 


out . 

NBC-TV  will  continue  its  trend  toward  more  one-hour  and  90- 
minute  programs. 

The  network  estimates  it  will  have  a  total  of  250  advertisers 

(more) 
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2  -  'Affiliates1  Meeting* 


using  its  facilities  during  1955  --  a  reflection  of  NBC's  success  in 
attracting  more  and  more  advertisers  into  the  television  medium*  In 
1954,  a  total  of  210  advertisers  used  NBC-TV. 

NBC-TV' s  programming  during  the  past  season  has  substantially 
increased  its  national  rating  leadership. 

An  upsurge  of  interest  in  daytime  periods  on  NBC-TV  is 
indicated  by  recent  sales  on  "World  of  Mr.  Sweeney,"  "Modern  Romances" 
and  "The  Tennessee  Ernie  Ford  Show." 

Mr.  Weaver  stressed  in  his  speech  the  informational  content 
NBC  embodies  in  its  programming:  "We  have  attempted  to  lay  out  plans 
that  would  take  advantage  of  every  possible  usefulness  that  we  could 
contain  in  our  service  for  the  public.  Naturally  this  includes  the 
great  public  service  operations  like  the  NBC  Opera,  like  'Victory 
at  Sea,'  It  includes  the  policies  of  enlightenment  through  exposure, 
the  introduction  of  cultural  elements  in  shows  of  high  circulation 
done  adroitly  so  as  not  to  lose  audience  but  yet  to  show  the  people 
how  rewarding  cultural  experiences  can  be," 

"It  includes,"  he  continued,  "the  constant  leadership  to  all 
of  our  writers  and  producers  to  aim  up  to  get  the  big  audiences  rather 
than  down.  This  means  the  use  of  plot  that  reflects  credit  on  the 
human  side  instead  of  discredit,  that  brings  awe  and  wonder  and 
excitement  and  exhilaration  to  someone  because  of  the  solution  of  a 
human  problem  by  a  human  being  in  a  predicament, 

"It  includes  the  increase  of  actual  information  content  in 
every  program  possible.  Every  fact  we  regard  as  a  weapon  in  the  fight 
against  ignorance,  bigotry,  intolerance  and  insularity.  Every  fact 
that  we  transmit  somewhere  will  have  a  helpful  impact.  The  more  facts 

(more) 
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we  transmit  the  more  impact  we  will  have.  We  will  therefore  always 
try  to  increase  the  information  content  of  all  of  our  shews  and  we 
believe  we  are  doing  a  good  job,"  Mr.  Weaver  concluded. 

Discussing  the  network’s  color  programming  plans,  Mr* 

Sarnoff  said : 

"The  color  schedule  we’re  working  on  points  co  the  objective 
of  doing  about  four  hours  a  week  of  color  programming,  beginning  this 
Summer  and  continuing  at  about  that  volume  in  the  Fall," 

He  noted  that  in  addition  to  a  number  of  key  evening 
attractions,  NBC  hopes  to  do  the  5-6  p.m,  children’s  show  in  color 
in  the  Fall  and  also  expects  to  televise  certain  features  of  "Home" 
in  color  on  a  regular  daily  basis,  starting  this  Summer. 

"As  an  added  feature,"  Mr0  Sarnoff  said,  "we  expect  to  dc 
several  of  the  NCAA  football  games  in  color  --  perhaps  three  or  four 
before  the  end  of  the  year." 

Mr.  Sarnoff  reviewed  the  extensive  color  production  facili-. 
ties  of  NBC-TV,  and  concluded  that  the  network  now  has  more  facilities 
for  originating  color  "than  all  other  networks  combined.  Even  now," 
he  reported,  "we  are  planning  for  the  years  1956-57  we  are  planning 
to  increase  our  color  facilities  to  keep  abreast  of  what  we  believe 
will  be  a  rapid  expansion  of  color  requirements. 

"As  far  as  NBC  is  concerned,"  he  said,  "I  think  you  can  see  - 
even  without  the  details  of  a  specific  schedule  -  that  we  intend  to 
move  ahead  in  a  major  way  in  expanding  our  color  volume,  just  as  RCA 
is  expanding  its  color  tube  and  set  production." 


(more) 
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Other  NBC  speakers  at  the  meeting  were: 

Thomas  A.  McAvity,  Vice  President  in  Charge  of  the 
Television  Network,  who  reviewed  Summer  and  Fall  program  plans; 
Kenneth  W.  Bilby,  Vice  President  in  Charge  of  Public  Relations,  who 
outlined  publicity,  promotion  and  advertising  plans;  Richard  A.  R. 
Pinkham,  Vice  President  in  Charge  of  Television  Programs,  who 
discussed  special  program-sales  operating  questions;  Hugh  M,  Beville, 
Director  of  Research;  and  Matthew  J.  Culligan,  National  Sales  Manager 
who  discussed  new  selling  techniques. 


NBC-New  York,  4/22/55 
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NBC  ADDS  ’DING  DONG  SCHOOL'  AND  'NEWS  CARAVAN'  TO  PROGRAM 
SERVICE  PLAN  FOR  OPTIONAL  AFFILIATES 

Robert  W,  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President,  Announces 
Plan  at  Affiliates'  Meeting  in  New  York 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Broadcasting  Company's 
policy  of  making  more  top-quality  sponsored  programs  available  to 
unordered  optional  stations  as  an  additional  network  service, 

Robert  W,  Sarnoff,  Executive  Vice  President  of  NBC,  announced  today 
that  NBC-TV's  "Ding  Dong  School"  and  "News  Caravan"  will  be  offered 
to  optional  affiliates. 

Mr.  Sarnoff  stated  at  the  NBC  television  affiliates  meeting 
in  New  York  that  these  two  shows  will  join  "The  George  Gobel  Show," 
"Caesar's  Hour,"  "Today,"  "Howdy  Doody,"  "Home"  and  "The  Imogene 
Coca  Show"  as  top  calibre  network  programs  now  available,  under  the 
network's  Program  Service  Plan,  to  optionals  not  ordered  by  the 
advertisers. 

Plans  to  add  more  programs  as  soon  as  possible  were  also 
outlined  by  Mr.  Sarnoff,  who  said: 

"What  we've  accomplished  under  our  Program  Service  Plan  has 
brought  great  values  to  the  optional  stations  concerned.  These 
values  are  of  two  sorts:  First,  network  programming,  which  the 
unordered  stations  wouldn't  otherwise  have,  and  programs  which  help 
them  build  circulation  and  make  them  more  attractive  to  the  advertiser. 

(more ) 
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Second,  under  the  Plan,  the  stations  have  an  opportunity  for  local 
revenue  by  selling  spots  in  most  of  the  network  shows  we  furnish 
to  them." 

NBC  proposed  its  Program  Service  Plan  at  the  NBC 
television  affiliates  meeting  in  Chicago  last  September*  The  Plan 
was  welcomed  by  the  optionals  and  became  effective  Oct.  4,  1954. 

"Last  October  we  offered  ‘Home,1  'Howdy  Doody'  and  the 
'Coca'  show  to  unordered  stations.  In  January,  we  added  'Today*  to 
the  plan.  In  March,  we  added  the  Sid  Caesar  and  the  George  Gobel 
shows.  This  alone  adds  up  to  19i  hours  a  week,  carried  by  77 
different  unordered  stations--and  many  of  these  stations  are 
carrying  all  of  the  programs,  or  most  of  them,"  Mr,  Sarnoff  said, 

"We*ve  sold  over  7*000  participations  on  'Home*  on  these 
optional  stations  since  that  program  was  offered  under  the  Plan. 

And  the  stations  are  also  getting  local  revenue  from  many  of  the 
shows  --  a  total  of  about  $8,200  a  month  from  'Today,'  and  about 
$1,500  a  month  from  'Home,'  for  example." 

The  additional  programs  NBC  is  making  available  under  its 
Program  Service  Plan--the  award-winning  "Ding  Dong  School"  and  the 
nation'?  top-rated  news  program,  "News  Caravan"--wlll  total  3  3/4  hours 
a  week  of  sop -quality  programming.  Combining  this  vjith  the  19i  hours 
already  being  offered  to  the  optional  stations,  plus  the  5i  hours' 
cooperative  NBC  television  programming,  this  represents  a  total  of 
28  3/4  hours '  programming  available  to  optionals  apart  from  programs 
ordered  by  network  advertisers  and  apart  from  regular  sustaining 
prog',  ams . 


(more) 
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3  -  Optional  Plan 


Concurrently  with  last  September's  announcement  of  the 
Program  Service  Plan,  NBC  also  announced  the  establishment  of  a 
station  sales  unit  to  build  more  network  business  on  its  optional 
affiliates.  Headed  by  Richard  Soule,  the  sales  unit  assembles 
detailed  and  individualized  selling  information  on  the  market  and 
facilities  represented  by  NBC's  optional  affiliates;  conducts 
continuing  analyses  of  the  lineups  on  commercial  accounts;  and 
assists  in  the  sales  of  lineup  additions  on  an  account -by-account 
basis. 

In  conjunction  with  this,  Mr,  Sarnoff  said,  "Comparing 
January  1954  with  January  1955#  we've  brought  about  a  45  per  cent 
increase  in  sponsored  weekly  hours  on  the  90  optional  stations 
affiliated  with  us  over  that  period.  This  is  an  overall  figure. 

Some  stations  got  a  much  larger  increase;  some  got  a  smaller  increase 
--but  the  trend  is  upward,  and  we're  working  on  keeping  it  that  way," 
Mr,  Sarnoff  also  revealed  that  NBC  is  working  on  plans  for 
using  kinescopes  after  their  regular  commercial  plays  in  order  to 
give  non-interconnected  stations  late-run  kinescopes  of  NBC  programs 
on  the  basis  of  a  small  handling  charge, 

NBC  is  also  exploring  the  possibility  of  giving  network 
clients  some  sort  of  discount  incentive  for  increasing  their 
purchase  of  optional  stations,  Mr,  Sarnoff  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  NBC  leads  other  networks  in  the  volume 
of  programming  offered,  the  number  of  stations  served  with  the 
programs,  and  in  the  promotional  and  selling  support  provided  for 
its  optional  affiliates, 

- o - 
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NBC  TELEVISION  AFFILIATES  EXPRESS  RENEWED  CONFIDENCE 
IN  THE  NETWORK'S  PROGRAM  AND  SALES  POLICIES 

The  television  affiliates  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  today  expressed  renewed  confidence  in  the  program  and  sales 
policies  of  the  network  and  at  the  same  time  predicted  that  these 
policies  will  materially  increase  NBC's  leadership  as  the  Number  One 
advertising  medium. 

Meeting  at  the  Waldorf- Astoria  Hotel  in  New  York,  where 
they  heard  an  outline  of  NBC  plans  presented  by  top  network 
executives,  the  affiliates  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"The  NBC  television  affiliates  hereby  express  their  renewed 
confidence  in  NBC's  sales  and  program  policies  and  unanimously  feel 
that  the  accomplishments  in  sales  and  programming  concepts  as 
expressed  by  the  Summer  and  Fall  schedules  will  materially  increase 
NBC's  leadership  as  the  Number  One  advertising  medium," 

The  affiliates  also  elected  the  following  to  the  NBC-TV 
Affiliates  Executive  Committee: 

Walter  J.  Damm,  WTMJ-TV,  Milwaukee,  Chairman,*  Claire 
McCullough,  WGAL-TV,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Vice  Chairman;  William  Fay, 
WHAM-TV,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

(more ) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


,  , 


.i: 


> 

!. 


r- 


. 


r 


1 


i 


j 


t  * 


2  -  Resolution 


Prom  the  basic  stations:  Jack  Harris,  KPRC-TV,  Houston; 
Robert  Hanna,  WRGB,  Schenectady,  N.  Y, ,  and  W.  W.  Warren,  KOMO-TV, 
Seattle, 

Prom  the  optional  stations:  Fred  Mueller,  WEEK-TV,  Peoria, 
Ill,,  James  Moore,  WSLS-TV,  Roanoke,  Va.,  and  Robert  Lemon,  WTTV, 
Bloomington,  Ind, 

Mr,  Damm  said  that  Harold  P,  See  of  KRON-TV,  San  Francisco, 
and  E,  R,  Vadeboncoeur  of  WSYR-TV,  Syracuse,  had  disqualified 
themselves  from  re-election  to  the  Executive  Committee  because  of 
off icership  in  corporations  also  affiliated  with  other  networks. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  by-laws  of  the  NBC  affiliates, 

- o - 
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NEWS 


LEADING  NATIONAL  PATRIOTIC  SOCIETIES  PRAISE  ' DARKNESS  AT  NOON* 
AS  VIVID,  DRAMATIC  REVELATION  OP  COMMUNIST  BETRAYAL 

Commend  Colorcast  of  Play  Set  for  May  2  on  NBC 


National  patriotic  service  organizations  continue  to  offer 
full  cooperation  and  ready  endorsement  of  the  telecast  of  Sidney 
Kingsley's  dramatic  expose  of  Communism,  "Darkness  at  Noon,"  to  be 
seen  in  color  and  in  black  and  white  on  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE, 

Monday,  May  2  (NBC-TV,  8-9:30  p.m.,  EOT).  Lee  J,  Cobb,  David  Wayne, 
Ruth  Roman,  Oscar  Homolka  and  Joseph  Wiseman  will  be  starred. 

The  American  Legion,  through  its  National  Public  Relations 
Division,  has  apprised  its  membership  of  the  importance  of  the  show 
in  an  American  Legion  News  Service  release.  It  reads,  in  part: 

"The  telecast  of  this  absorbing  play  will  be  a  factual 
portrayal  of  life  and  betrayal  behind  the  Iron  Curtain.  It 
is  a  dramatization  of  the  novel  by  Arthur  Koestler.  The 
writer  transports  the  reader  into  a  Russian  prison  and  into 
the  very  consciousness  of  a  Communist  political  prisoner 
accused  of  crimes  he  never  committed.  'Darkness  at  Noon' 
is  an  ironic  and  scathing  criticism  of  the  Moscow  trials, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  represents  a  careful  analysis  of 
Soviet  concepts  and  tactics." 

A  National  Adjutant's  Letter,  signed  by  National  Adjutant 
Henry  H.  Dudley  and  issued  each  Friday  at  American  Legion  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  Ind,,  brings  "Darkness  at  Noon"  to  the 
attention  of  key  Legion  officials.  It  refers  to  the  production  as  "a 
factual  portrayal  of  Iron  Curtain  psychology  and  the  persons  who  live 
and  die  in  the  processes  of  the  propagation  of  Iron  Curtain  ideology.. !' 

(more ) 

RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
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2  -  'Darkness  at  Noon' 


The  American  Jewish  Committee,  with  headquarters  in  New 
York  City,  has  issued  the  following  statement,  signed  by  its 
president,  Irving  M,  Engel: 

"NBC  is  to  be  congratulated  for  its  splendid  public 
service  in  presenting  a  television  dramatization  of 
‘Darkness  at  Noon.'  This  revelation  of  the  Kremlin's 
contempt  for  the  individual  person  has  already  helped  many 
readers  and  playgoers  to  realize  to  what  depths  of  degra¬ 
dation  Communism  can  bring  its  followers.  The  American 
Jewish  Committee,  through  studies  of  Soviet  anti-Semitism 
which  have  been  conducted  for  many  years,  has  endeavored  to 
make  known  the  very  same  truths  concerning  Communism's 
cynical  disregard  for  human  rights  which  are  so  vividly 
underscored  in  Arthur  Koestler's  classic  work. 

"It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  NBC's  new 
presentation  coincides  with  the  Soviet  Union's  traditional 
celebration  of  May  Day,  thus  enabling  the  American  tele¬ 
vision  audience  to  perceive  the  falsehood  and  hypocrisy  of 
Communist  propaganda." 

Mrs.  Percy  A.  Lainson,  national  president  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  refers  to  the  forthcoming  telecast  of  "Darkness  at 
Noon"  as  "public  service  programming  at  its  best."  Mrs.  Lainson  has 
sent  the  following  memorandum  to  the  Auxiliary  membership  in  53 
state  and  territorial  departments: 

"The  announcement  that  NBC  will  present  a  color  tele¬ 
vision  production  of  'Darkness  at  Noon'  on  May  2  is  exciting 
news.  I  predict  that  it  will  be  acclaimed  alike  by  drama 
lovers  who  have  hungered  to  see  Broadway's  best  in  enter¬ 
tainment  brought  to  Main  Street,  and  by  freedom-loving 
peoples  to  whom  this  dynamic  portrayal  of  Communist  psychology 
would  be  a  revelation  in  itself.  Best  of  all,  it's  a  forth¬ 
right  and  factual  rebuttal  to  every  Communist -sponsored  May 
Day  parade  throughout  the  land.  Whether  for  entertainment 
or  for  education,  no  one  should  knowingly  miss  it.  I  hope, 
knowing  this,  nobody  shall." 

The  National  Society  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  is 
bringing  news  of  the  telecast  to  the  attention  of  its  Continental 
Congress,  currently  meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  a  letter  to  an  NBC 
official.  Miss  Gertrude  S.  Carraway,  president  general  of  the 
N.S.D.A.R.,  stated: 


(more ) 
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3  -  ’Darkness  at  Noon* 


I  can  assure  you  that  our  Motion  Picture  Committee 
and  our  members  in  general  will  be  solidly  behind  any  such 
fine  movement  to  fight  Communism  in  this  critical  period. 

The  television  screen  is  one  of  our  most  important 
mediums  for  anti -Communist  work. , .  My  congratulations  to 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company  for  sponsoring  such  a 
fine  type  of  American  doctrine." 

A  statement  from  Alvin  M.  Keller,  National  Public  Relations 
Director  of  the  AMV5TS ,  with  national  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  says: 

"AMVETS  are  extremely  interested  ...  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  American  public  to  the  presentation  of 
'Darkness  at  Noon.'  ...  AMVETS  wholeheartedly  endorse  this 
type  of  enlightening  entertainment." 

As  stated  in  an  earlier  NBC  press  release,  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  and  the  United  States  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  have 
already  publicly  endorsed  "Darkness  at  Noon."  The  U.S.  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  headquarters  in  Tulsa,  Okla,,  called  the 
program  "a  'must-see'  for  all  Americans."  (The  organization  was 
erroneously  referred  to  as  the  "U.S,  Chamber  of  Commerce"  in  the 
release;  please  note  correction). 

Louis  G.  Feldmann,  chairman  of  the  National  Loyalty  Day 
Committee  sponsored  by  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  has 

issued  a  special  bulletin  to  all  VfW  post  commanders.  "By 
bringing  this  powerful  indictment  of  Communism  into  the 
homes  of  millions,  NBC  is  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  in  support  of  the  patriotic 
purposes  of  Loyalty  Day,"  says  the  bulletin  in  part.  "I 
urge  all  my  comrades  to  tell  their  friends,  their  neighbors, 
their  newspaper  editors  that  'Darkness  at  Noon'  is  an 
absorbing,  moving  theatrical  triumph  —  one  no  American 
should  miss." 
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NEWS 


’KRAFT  TV  THEATRE,’  TRAIL-BLAZING  NBC  DRAMA  SERIES, 
TO  OBSERVE  8TH  ANNIVERSARY  WITH  COLORCAST  ON  MAY  11 


KRAFT  TELEVISION  THEATRE  celebrates  its  eighth  year  on 
television  Wednesday,  May  11  (NBC -TV,  9  p.m,,  EDT) • 

Its  anniversary  program,  will  be  "Judge  Contain' s  Hotel,"  a 
drama  of  a  judge  who  is  devoted  to  eradicating  juvenile  delinquency  arc 
.is  confronted  with  having  to  sentence  his  own  son.  The  play  will  be 
presented  in  color  and  in  black  and  white. 

In  its  eight  continuous  years  on  television,  "Kraft  Televisio 
Theatre"  has  been  first  among  dramatic  programs  to  project,  through 
its  use,  many  major  developments  in  the  video  medium.  In  popularity 
at  has  always  been  among  the  foremost  of  TV’s  hour-long  dramatic  shows. 
The  oldest  continuous  television  program,  "Kraft  Television 
Theatre"  started  May  7,  1947,  Its  first  production  was  housed  in  a 
tiny  studio  on  a  side  corridor  in  Radio  City  and  broadcast  to  an 
audience  of  less  than  40,000.  Its  eighth  anniversary  show  will 
originate  in  NBC's  color  studio  in  Brooklyn  and  will  be  seen  by  an 
audience  estimated  at  20,000,000. 

"Kraft  Theatre"  was  the  first  sponsored  full -hour  show  on 
television  (it  still  retains  its  original  sponsor). 

It  was  the  first  show  to  be  carried  on  the  Midwest  cable. 


color. 


It  was  the  first  dramatic  show  to  be  televised  in  compatable 

(more ) 
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•Kraft  Television  Theatre' 


It  was  the  first  to  repeat  a  drama  live  ("Patterns")  shortly 
after  its  initial  production,  in  response  to  unprecedented  public  and 
critical  acclaim, 

"KTT’s"  notable  career  on  television  reflects  a  happy 
blending  of  the  best  in  classic  and  contemporary  drama.  Although 
outstanding  players  often  are  featured,  its  concentration  is  on  story 
content  instead  of  on  star  personalities.  The  result  has  been  dramas 
the  entire  family  can  enjoy  and  an  audience  that  remains  appreciative 
and  growing. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC  TO  BROADCAST  EISENHOWER  TALK  AT  TEMPLE  DEDICATION 

President  Eisenhower's  address  at  the  dedication 
ceremonies  of  the  new  Temple  of  the  Washington  Hebrew 
Congregation  in  the  nation’s  capital  Friday,  May  6,  will 


be  broadcast  by  NBC  Radio  from  9:45  to  10  p.m,,  EDT. 
(The  program  will  be  recorded  earlier  in  the  evening 
for  presentation  at  this  time.) 


EDDIE  FISHER  TO  BE  HOST  TO  FAN  CLUB  PRESIDENTS 


Eddie  Fisher  will  be  host  to  a  special  party  for  presidents 
of  the  Eddie  Fisher  Fan  Clubs  and  school  editors  at  the  Governor 

Clinton  Hotel,  New  York,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

The  popular  baritone  often  meets  with  his  fans  and  counsels 
them  in  their  problems  as  youngsters  in  a  changing  world.  The  Eddie 
Fisher  Fan  Clubs  participate  not  only  in  collecting  material  on  their 
favorite  singer,  but  do  special  good  deeds  in  raising  hospital  funds 
and  performing  other  social  services. 

Eddie  Fisher’s  "Coke  Time"  show  on  NBC-TV  will  reach  its 

200th  telecast  on  May  20  (NBC-TV,  7:30  p.m.,  EDT). 

- o  — - 

GI  MUSICAL  RADIO  SERIES,  ’MANHATTAN  MOODS,’ 

TO  BE  PRESENTED  ON  NBC  FROM  FORT  DIX 

A  GI  musical  series  MANHATTAN  MOODS,  will  be  offered  on  NBC 
Radio  Sundays,  May  13,  22  and  29  and  June  5.(5  p.m.,  EDT), 

The  U.S.  Army  Orchestra  from  Fort  Dix,  N.J.,  will  be  heard 
in  the  half-hour  program  with  Private  Richard  Hayes  and  the  Soldiers 
Chorus.  Major  Hugh  Curry  is  music  director, 

- o - 
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CHOTZINOFF  TO  VISIT  EUROPE;  WILL  CONFER 
WITH  NOTED  BRITISH  COMPOSERS 

Samuel  Chotzinoff,  producer  of  the  NBC  Opera  Theatre,  will 
leave  for  Europe  on  Wednesday,  April  27.  He  will  be  gone  four  to  six 
weeks  and  will  spend  most  of  the  time  in  England  and  Italy. 

While  in  England,  Chotzinoff  expects  to  see  the  distinguisheo 
British  composers  Sir  William  Walton  and  Benjamin  Britten  to  discuss 
the  possibility  that  they  might  write  operas  especially  for  the  NBC 
Opera  Theatre. 

In  Italy,  Chotzinoff  will  attend  the  Maggio  Musicale  in 
Florence  and  also  will  go  to  Milan  for  the  European  premiere  of 
Menotti's  opera,  "The  Saint  of  Bleecker  Street,"  in  Italy.  The  NBC 
Opera  Theatre  at  the  same  time  will  be  producing  the  work  in  the 
U.S,  for  coast-to-coast  television  audiences  on  Sunday,  May  15 
(NBC,  3:30-5  p.m.,  EDT) * 

Chotzinoff  and  Peter  Herman  Adler,  music  and  artistic 
director,  are  cooperating  on  plans  for  next  season’s  NBC  Opera  Theatre 
schedule . 
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April  25,  1955 

NBC  HONORED  BY  AMERICAN  LEGION  FOR  PROGRAMS 
'REPRESENTATIVE  OF  OUR  AMERICAN  HERITAGE' 

Three  Awards  Go  to  Network,  Edward  Stanley  (Manager  of  Public 
Service  Programs)  and  'Inheritance'  Radio  Series 


The  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  been  honored  by  the 
American  Legion  for  broadcasts  appraising  the  Legion's  accomplishments 
and  for  "presentations  representative  of  our  American  heritage." 

The  American  Legion  awards  will  be  presented  formally 
tomorrow,  (April  26)  at  a  dinner  being  given  by  the  American  Legion 
Department  of  New  York  at  the  Commodore  Hotel  in  honor  of  National 

Commander  Seaborn  P.  Collins. 

The  NBC  awards  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  American  Legion  Radio  Award:  to  NBC  "for  apprais¬ 
ing  the  principles  and  accomplishments  of  the  American  Legion 
as  exemplified  in  its  program  for  1953-5^." 

2.  Department  of  New  York  Radio  Award:  to  Edward 
Stanley,  NBC  Manager  of  Public  Service  Programs,  "for  public 
service  programming  in  the  American  tradition  of  freedom  of 
communications  as  established  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the 
United  States  and  specifically  for  INHERITANCE." 

3.  Special  American  Legion  Award:  to  "Inheritance,"  NBC 
Radio,  for  dramatizing  "outstanding  scenes  in  American  history 
which  have  served  as  a  constant  reminder  to  the  people  of  this 
nation  of  the  sacrifices  and  victorious  achievements  of  our 
pioneers  and  patriots,  and  as  a  potent  weapon  against 
Communism. " 
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BOB  AND  RAY  —  TWO  MEN  OP  MADNESS  AND  MIRTH  — 

WILL  BECOME  "CRITICS -AT -LARGE” 

ON  NBC  RADIO'S  "MONITOR" 

-SC-  -  #  -55- - -55- 

Say,  friends  —  did  you  miss  out  on  Bob  and  Ray's  fabulous 

offer  (at  a  laughably  low  price)  of  their  home  brain  surgery  kit? 

Did  you  goof  when  they  invited  you  to  send  in  for  their  build-it- 
yourself  hydrogen  bomb,  so  that  you  can  be  the  first  in  your 
neighborhood  to  rule  the  world?  And  what  about  those  chocolate 
wobblies  --  the  slightly  melted,  left-over  Easter  eggs  they  were 
practically  giving  away? 

Slipped  up  again,  eh?  Well,  bear  up,  because  Bob  and 
Ray  —  Bob  Elliott  and  Ray  Goulding,  that  is  --  will  be  regularly 
featured  as  "critics-at-large"  on  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC  weekend 
radio  service  which  will  be  introduced  on  Sunday ,  June  12 . 

All  of  the  Bob  and  Ray  regulars  will  be  on  hand,  too  -- 
Mary  McGoon,  Arthur  Sturdley,  a  red-haired  man  who  works  in  tele¬ 
vision;  Mary  Backstage,  noble  wife;  and,  of  course,  sportscaster 
Steve  Bosco,  who  at  World  Series  time  a  couple  of  years  ago  reported 
to  Bob  and  Ray  from  Albany  because  he  figured  that  was  the  logical 
place  for  two  New  York  teams  to  be  playing. 


(more) 
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Bob  and  Ray,  who  just  a  few  years  ago  were  disc  jockeys  on 
a  Boston  radio  station,  were  brought  to  New  York  by  NBC  in  1951. 

Since  then  they  have  built  up  a  following  of  fans  so  devoted  that 
many  would  rather  skip  coffee  than  miss  Bob  and  Ray's  early-morning 
nonsense . 

Two  of  the  sharpest  satirists  in  showbusiness.  Bob  and  Ray 
specialize  in  zany,  offbeat  humor  and  spoofing  "the  dull,  conventional 
things  in  life." 

Bob  Elliott  --  he's  the  small  one  --  was  born  March  26, 

1923,  in  Boston  and  grew  up  in  the  suburb  of  Winchester.  After  high 
school.  Bob  attended  the  Peagin  School  of  Dramatic  Art  in  New  York, 

He  became  an  NBC  page,  getting  his  first  taste  of  radio  while  on 
duty  at  the  studios.  In  July  of  1941,  Bob  took  a  job  as  staff 
announcer  with  Boston  station  WHDH . 

Early  in  1943 ,  he  entered  the  Army  and  spent  the  next 
three  years  with  the  26th  Infantry  Division,  seeing  action  in  the 
Battle  of  the  Bulge.  He  returned  to  WHDH  after  his  discharge  in 
1946.  Previously,  in  September  of  1943 ,  he  had  married  the  former 
Jane  Underwood,  of  Boston. 

Ray  Goulding  --  he's  the  big  one  --  was  born  March  20,  1922, 
in  Lowell,  Mass.  After  graduating  from  high  school  in  1939 »  he 
worked  for  a  Lowell  radio  station  and  later  for  station  WEEI  in 
Boston.  He  entered  the  Army  in  November,  1942,  earned  a  commission 
and  served  as  an  instructor  at  Port  Knox,  Ky .  In  1946,  he  joined 
WHDH  and  began  his  association  with  Bob  Elliott.  Ray  is  married  to 
the  former  Mary  Elizabeth  Leader,  of  Springfield,  Ohio. 


(more ) 
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3  -  "Monitor1 


Bob  and  Ray  hit  it  off  from  the  start,  their  fresh  brand  of 
humor  soon  making  them  two  of  the  most  popular  radio  personalities 
in  New  England,  Since  coming  to  New  York,  they've  become  something 
of  a  national  institution.  They're  likely  to  turn  up  just  about 
anywhere  on  "Monitor"  which,  on  weekends  subsequent  to  June  12,  will 
be  heard  from  8  a.m.  Saturday  until  Sunday  midnight,  EDT, 

Meanwhile,  Bob  and  Ray  want  their  countless  loyal 
followers  to  know  that  many  of  their  famous  special  bargains  once 
again  will  be  available,  among  them  used  Christmas  cards  and  their 
get -rich-quick  burglary  kit.  All  at  laughably  lo w  prices,  of  course. 

- o - 


NBC -New  York,  4/25/55 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  25,  1955 

’THE  PSYCHIATRIST,'  PROGRAM  BASED  ON  MENTAL  HEALTH  CASE  HISTORIES, 

TO  HAVE  PREMIERE  IN  HALF-HOUR  SEGMENT  OF  NBC'S  'TONIGHT' 

Series  Representing  2  Years  Planning  by  Steve  Allen  and  Jayne  Meadows, 
May  Be  Presented  by  Network  on  a  Regular  Basis 

A  new  television  series,  "The  Psychiatrist, "  will  be  introduced 
on  Steve  Allen's  TONIGHT  program  (NBC-TV,  11:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m,,  EDT)  on 
Tuesday,  May  3  from  12:30  to  1  a.m.,  EDT,  The  series  represents  the 
culmination  of  two  years  planning  by  Allen  and  his  actress  wife,  Jayne 
Meadows. 

Basically  the  series  will  consist  of  case-history  stories  of 
psychoanalysis,  and  its  introduction  during  National  Mental  Health  Week 
is  looked  upon  as  the  predictable  TV  reaction  to  the  recent  wide-spread 
interest  in  the  subject  matter,  as  evidenced  by  the  large  number  of 
novels,  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  and  movies  pertaining  to 
mental  problems. 

Discussions  with  NBC  programming  executives  are  underway  rela¬ 
tive  to  producing  the  program  on  a  regular  basis.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
series  can  be  placed  in  the  first  available  time-spot.  Ownership  will 
be  a  Joint  arrangement  between  NBC  and  Allen’s  Bristad  Enterprises, 

Inc,  Allen  will  function  as  producer  and  unseen  narrator  of  the  show, 
while  Miss  Meadows  will  serve  as  production  advisor  and  occasionally 
play  a  dramatic  role. 

- o - 


PRESS  D  E  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T,  N  AT  I  O  N  A  L  BROADCASTING 


COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


\ 


.  '  ■ 
t  0  {  .!’ 


.  ?v.  ■. 

31 


*  • 


•••  ■ 

' 


.  . 


. 


. 


. 

...  .  >. ..  . v  .  . 

. 


■'rii 


■ 


■■  '  k  ■:  ■  ■ 

..  • 

o  o  r*f/\ 

'  *  .  • 

; ..  3 ■  .  3, 

'■  ' 

•  1  ■  ■! 

0 1 

. 

,  •• 

••  , 

'  l  '•  S 

■■  • 

,  ;  •  >  .  . 

....  '  •  .  . 


...  .  ; 

. 


COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  THE  CAST  OP  "DARKNESS  AT  NOON" 


Color  Telecast  to  be  seen  on  "Producers'  Showcase" 
on  NBC -TV,  Monday,  May  2,  8-9:30  P.M.,  EDT 

* - 4$=  * - % 

LEE  J,  COBB  (Rubashov)  is  one  of  America's  most  distinguished 

stage  and  screen  actors.  Moviegoers  currently  may  see  him  as  Johnny 
Friendly,  the  racketeer  dock  boss  who  battles  with  Marlon  Brando  in 
the  Academy  Award  film,  "On  the  Waterfront,"  Theatregoers  cheered 
him  a  few  seasons  ago  as  Willy  Lohman,  the  salesman  whose  goal  in  life 
was  to  be  well-liked,  in  "Death  of  A  Salesman."  Born  in  New  York 
City,  Cobb  is  the  only  member  of  his  family  to  have  chosen  show- 
business  as  a  career.  It  was  at  City  College  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  studying  aeronautical  engineering,  that  he  first  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  dramatics,  via  campus  plays.  After  trying  his  professional 
wings  at  the  Pasadena  (Calif.)  Community  Playhouse,  Cobb  returned 
East  for  his  Broadway  debut  in  "Crime  and  Punishment,"  hobbling  across 
the  stage  as  an  old  man  in  a  non-speaking  part.  The  bit  was 
impressive  enough  to  get  him  a  bid  from  the  famed  Group  Theatre,  then 
Broadway's  most  prestigious  acting  ensemble.  Cobb  was  cast  in 
"Waiting  for  Lefty,"  in  which  Elia  Kazan  made  his  acting  debut.  In 
"The  Gentle  People,"  Cobb  acted  with  Kazan  and  Karl  Malden.  Cobb 
added  to  his  reputation  in  such  well-remembered  dramas  a3  "Till  the 
Day  I  Die,"  "Johnny  Johnson,"  "Thunder  Rock,"  "Golden  Boy"  and  "The 
Fifth  Column."  He  was  Tallulah  Bankhead's  leading  man  in  Odets' 

(more ) 

RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
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2-  Who's  Who  in  "Darkness  at  Noon" 


"Clash  by  Night"  and  played  the  title  role  in  "Jason."  Between  these 
two  plays,  he  did  three  films:  "Paris  Calling,"  "This  Thing  Called 
Love"  and  "Men  of  Boys  Town."  He  acted  the  role  of  the  old  Italian 
father,  Mr.  Bonaparte,  in  "Golden  Boy"  on  the  West  Coast,  was  signed 
by  Columbia  for  the  same  part  in  the  film,  and  later  re-created  the 
character  when  the  late  John  Garfield  revived  the  play  on  Broadway. 

His  most  recent  Broadway  play  was  "The  Emperor's  Clothes."  Most  of 
his  screen  roles  have  called  for  him  to  play  men  much  older  than  his 
actual  age  at  the  time:  Anabella's  father  in  "Secret  Mission,"  old 
Dr.  Winter  in  "The  Moon  Is  Down,"  Jane  Wyatt's  father  in  "Buckskin 
Empire,"  the  father  of  nine  in  "This  Thing  Called  Love"  and  the  prime 
minister  in  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam."  His  more  recent  pictures 
are  "Miracle  of  the  Bells,"  "Call  Northside  777/'  "The  Luck  of  the 
Irish,"  "Thieves  Highway,"  "The  Man  Who  Cheated  Himself,"  "The 
Family  Secret,"  "Sirocco,"  "The  Fighter,"  "The  Tall  Texan"  and  the  as 

yet  unreleased  "Gorilla  at  Large." 

*  *  * 

DAVID  WAYNE  (Gletkin)  finds  it  a  rare  change  of  pace  for  him 
to  be  playing  an  unmitigated  villain  with  no  redeeming  qualities.  He 
originated  the  role  of  the  enchanting  rogue,  Sakini,  on  Broadway  in 
"The  Teahouse  of  the  August  Moon";  was  that  good-natured  "gold- 
brick,"  Ensign  Pulver,  in  "Mr.  Roberts";  and  won  the  hearts  of  all, 
as  well  as  stage  stardom,  as  Og  the  leprechaun  in  "Finian's  Rainbow." 
His  Sakini  won  the  1953-54  Drama  Critics  Circle  Award  as  the  best 
acting  performance.  Michigan-born  Wayne  also  was  smitten  by  the 
acting  bug  as  a  college  undergraduate,  at  Western  Michigan,  where  he 
majored  in  business  administration.  After  leaving  college,  he  joined 

(more ) 
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3  -  Who's  Who  in  "Darkness  at  Noon" 


the  Academy  Guild  in  Cleveland,  acting  at  night  while  working  as  a 
statistician  by  day.  He  quit  business  entirely  in  1936  when  a 
Shakespearean  repertory  company  set  up  shop  at  the  Cleveland  Exposi¬ 
tion,  giving  600  performances  of  the  Bard's  works  in  100  days.  After 
this,  he  trouped  with  a  marionette  show  until  he  reached  New  York  and 
his  first  Broadway  play,  "The  American  Way."  In  this  patriotic 
extravaganza,  he  acted  the  stage  son  of  Predric  March  and  Florence 
Eldridge .  With  the  out -break  of  war  in  Europe,  Wayne  volunteered  as 
an  ambulance  driver  with  the  British  army  in  Africa,  while  the  U.S, 
was  still  neutral.  Returning  here,  he  appeared  in  a  revival  of  "The 
Merry  Widow"  with  Jan  Kiepura  and  Marta  Eggerth,  then  joined  the  U.S. 
Army,  where  he  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant.  After  hi3  Army  dis¬ 
charge  came  a  part  in  a  Broadway  revue,  "Park  Avenue,"  followed  by 
"Pinian's  Rainbow"  and  overnight  stardom  as  the  leprechaun  who  sang 
"Something  Sort a  Grandish,"  While  in  "Mr.  Roberts"  at  night,  Wayne 
acted  before  the  cameras  by  day  in  his  film  debut  for  David  Selznick, 

"Portrait  of  Jennie."  He  went  to  Hollywood  for  M-G-M  and  a  fat  role 

in  "Adam's  Rib"  with  Katherine  Hepburn  and  Spencer  Tracy.  He  has 
made  over  two  dozen  films  since,  including  two  in  which  he  was 
Marilyn  Monroe's  husband:  "We're  Not  Married"  and  "How  to  Marry 
a  Millionaire."  Among  his  other  film  hits  are  "Up  Front,"  "M,"  in 
which  he  acted  his  only  previous  villainous  role;  "With  a  Song  in  My 
Heart"  and  "Tonight  We  Sing."  Wayne  is  the  father  of  twin  girls  and 

a  son.  His  wife,  Jane  Gordon,  was  a  former  actress.  Wayne  was  the 

star  of  the  recent  NBC -TV  color  series,  "Norby." 

*  *  * 
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4  -Who’s  Who  in  "Darkness  at  Noon" 


RUTH  ROMAN  (Luba)  has  appeared  in  over  60  films,  including 
"The  Par  Country,"  "Tanganyika,"  "Three  Secrets,"  "Invitation," 

"Always  Leave  ’Em  Laughing"  and  "The  Sinner,"  the  latter  made  in 
Italy  and  scheduled  for  future  release.  However,  it  was  two  films, 
"The  Window,"  which  she  made  for  Dore  Schary,  and  "Champion,"  with 
Kirk  Douglas,  in  which  Stanley  Kramer  cast  her,  that  marked  her  for 
stardom.  The  beautiful  brunette  (Ruth  Roman  is  her  real  name)  is 
Boston-born,  the  daughter  of  parents  who  operated  a  carnival  side¬ 
show.  Ruth  first  got  the  dramatic  "bug"  as  a  Boston  schoolgirl,  won 
a  scholarship  to  a  dramatic  school  there  and  later  acted  with  pro¬ 
fessional  repertory  and  Summer  theatre  companies  in  New  England.  Then 
she  headed  for  Broadway  with  high  hopes,  but  received  the  customary 
cold  shoulder.  She  took  the  usual  stop-gap  jobs  of  aspiring  actresses 
—  clerking,  modeling  and  even  hat -checking.  After  saving  $100 
in  cash,  Ruth  decided  to  try  Hollywood  and  put  up  at  a  theatrical 
boarding  house  she  nicknamed  "The  House  of  the  Seven  Garbos."  Another 
heart-breaking  employment  quest  followed,  leavened  only  slightly  by 
her  being  cast  as  a  jungle  queen  in  a  15-chapter  serial.  David 
Selznick,  impressed  with  a  test  he  saw,  signed  her  to  a  contract, 
paid  her  a  weekly  salary  for  over  a  year,  but  never  found  a  suitable 
vehicle  for  her.  After  securing  a  release  from  her  contract.  Miss 
Roman  worked  briefly  at  Paramount,  including  a  small  part  in  "Good 
Sam,"  starring  Gary  Cooper.  She  could  hardly  have  known  that  less 
than  two  years  later  she  was  to  co-star  with  Cooper  in  "Dallas." 
Following  a  lead  part  in  "Belle  Starr's  Daughter"  for  20th  Century- 
Pox  came  her  outstanding  successes  in  "The  Window"  and  "Champion" 
and  a  new  star  was  born.  Miss  Roman  is  married  to  Mortimer  Hall, 

(more) 
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radio  executive.  They  have  a  small  son,  Richard.  The  versatile 
actress  uses  ballet  exercises,  tennis  and  swimming  to  keep  in  con¬ 
dition  and  likes  to  write  for  relaxation.  Two  of  her  original 
stories,  "The  Whip  Song"  and  "House  of  the  Seven  Garbos,"  have  been 
sold  as  screen  stories. 

*  *  * 

OSCAR  HOMOLKA  (ivanoff)  has  earned  a  distinguished  reputa¬ 
tion  as  an  actor  on  two  continents.  Prior  to  winning  American 
audiences  with  his  heart-warming  characterisation  of  Uncle  Chris  in 
both  the  stage  and  screen  versions  of  "I  Remember  Mama,"  Homolka  was 
an  actor  of  note  in  England  and  on  the  continent.  He  scored  his  first 
theatrical  triumph  as  "Richard  III"  in  his  native  Vienna.  A 
repertory  career  in  Munich  and  Berlin  included  his  portrayal  of  "The 
Emperor  Jones"  in  the  first  European  production  of  the  O'Neill  classic 
in  Berlin.  Homolka  performed  for  nine  years  under  the  well  known 
banner  of  Max  Reinhardt.  Then  he  crossed  the  English  Channel  to  win 
the  applause  of  British  audiences  in  "Close  Quarters"  and  "The  Power 
and  the  Glory,"  as  well  as  in  the  films,  "Rhodes  of  Africa,"  "Every¬ 
thing  Is  Thunder"  and  "I  Married  a  Murderer."  In  1937  he  came  to 
America  on  a  film  loan-out,  stayed  to  play  on  Broadway  in  "Grey  Farm" 
and  "The  Innocent  Voyage,"  in  addition  to  the  Van  Druten  hit,  "I 
Remember  Mama."  Hollywood  employed  him  in  many  pictures,  including 
"Rage  in  Heaven,"  "Seven  Sinners,"  "Mission  to  Moscow"  and  "Hostages." 
His  latest  is  the  forthcoming,  "The  Seven  Year  Itch"  with  Mias  Monroe. 
Broadway  saw  him  also  in  "The  Last  Dance"  and  in  "Bravo."  He  has 
just  concluded  a  starring  engagement  at  the  Phoenix  Theatre  in  New 

(more ) 
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York  in  a  revival  of  Ibsen's  "The  Master  Builder,"  which  he  also 
directed,  a  facet  of  his  talents  he  employed  on  many  occasions  in 
Vienna  and  Germany,  Prior  to  this,  Homolka  made  an  honorary  re¬ 
entry  into  the  continental  theatre  by  a  performance  in  Kleist's 
"The  Broken  Jug"  in  Salzburg  and  a  Swiss  run  in  Sartre's  "The  Devil 
and  the  Good  God." 


*  *  * 

JOSEPH  WISEMAN  (402)  was  also  in  the  John  Garfield  revival 
of  "Golden  Boy,"  as  was  Lee  Cobb.  The  Canadian-born  actor  has  had 
the  distinction  of  appearing  in  important  roles  with  Katharine 
Cornell  in  three  of  that  star's  productions:  "That  Lady,"  "Antony 
and  Cleopatra"  and  "Three  Sisters."  Wiseman  was  in  the  company  of 
Louis  Calhern  in  the  latter's  notable  version  of  "King  Lear";  acted 
with  Ralph  Bellamy  in  "Detective  Story,"  with  Ingrid  Bergman  in  "Joan 
of  Lorraine,"  with  Helen  Hayes  in  "Candle  in  the  Wind,"  with  Raymond 
Massey  in  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  and  performed  also  in  "Storm 
Operation"  and  "Journey  To  Jerusalem."  He  was  prominently  cast  in 
Marlon  Brando's  picture,  "Viva  Zapata,"  as  well  as  in  "Les  Miserables," 
"Detective  Story,"  "With  These  Hands,"  "Champ  for  a  Day"  and  the 

current  costume  epics,  "The  Silver  Chalice"  and  "The  Prodigal," 

*  *  # 

MIKHAIL  RASUMNY  (Hrutsch)  made  his  English-speaking  stage 
debut  last  season  in  support  of  Edna  Best  and  Julie  Harris  in 
"Mademoiselle  Colombe . "  Born  in  Odessa,  Russia,  he  toured  the 
provinces  in  repertory,  later  heading  no  fewer  than  six  theatres  in 
St.  Petersburg  and  making  his  movie  debut  theatre  in  1918.  More 
fortunate  than  the  chief  protagonist  of  "Darkness  at  Noon,"  Rasumny 
barely  escaped  with  his  life  from  the  Bolshevik  revolution,  and 
finally  got  a  chance  to  act  again  in  China.  Ultimately  he  reached 
Berlin  and  a  new  career  under  Max  Reinhardt.  There,  too,  he  made  some 
30  German  films.  With  the  advent  of  Hitler,  he  left  Europe,  and 
arrived  here  with  the  Moscow  Art  Theatre  in  1935.  Hollywood  called, 

(more ) 
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and  the  brilliant  character  actor  played  in  more  than  40  pictures. 
Among  them  have  been  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls,"  "Practically  Yours," 
"A  Medal  for  Benny,"  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam,"  "Tonight  We  Sing" 
and  "Anything  Can  Happen."  Mr.  Rasumny  has  also  been  seen  in  lead 
roles  on  all  of  the  major  TV  networks, 

*  #■  * 

NEHEMIAH  PERSOFF  (Officer)  was  the  harassed  waiter  in 
last  month's  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  revival  of  "Reunion  in  Vienna," 
which  starred  Greer  Garson.  A  frequent  video  performer,  he  also 
has  numerous  Broadway  credits.  These  include  the  recent  comedy, 
"Reclining  Figure";  Williams'  "Camino  Real,"  "Flahooly,"  "Peer  Gynt," 
"King  Lear,"  Jean  Arthur's  "Peter  Pan,"  "Montserrat,"  "Richard  III," 
"Sundown  Beach"  and  "Galileo." 


*  *  * 

JAMES  MILLHOLLIN  (302)  is  one  of  TV's  busiest  actor3. 

Daytime  viewers  currently  see  him  as  Tex  in  the  serial,  "Valiant 
Lady."  He  is  also  Pete,  the  undertaker,  in  "The  World  of  Mr.  Sweeney,1' 
starring  Charlie  Ruggles.  He  has  been  a  regular  member  of  the  acting 
company  employed  on  "Omnibus."  Some  weeks  ago,  he  was  the  execution¬ 
er  in  "The  Hunchback  Of  Notre  Dame,"  telecast  on  "Robert  Montgomery 
Presents."  More  recently,  he  was  in  the  company  of  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke  in  "The  $1000  Dollar  Window."  Millhollin  has  had  10  seasons 
of  stock  and  Shakespearean  repertory  training. 

*  *  * 

FREDERICK  ROLF  (Richard)  has  been  kept  busy  in  TV  on  "You 
Are  There"  in  a  dozen  engagements,  as  well  as  on  "Television  Play¬ 
house,"  "Studio  One,"  "Danger,"  "Hollywood  Screen  Test"  and  others. 

He  was  Priam,  King  of  Troy,  in  the  recent  "Omnibus"  production  of 
Homer's  "Iliad."  He  made  his  Broadway  debut  as  the  Inquisitor  in 
the  Theatre  Guild  revival  of  Shaw's  "Saint  Joan,"  and  has  since 
appeared  in  "The  Strong  Are  Lonely,"  in  the  John  Houseman  production 
of  "Coriolanus"  and  in  this  season's  recent  "The  Immortal  Husband," 
as  both  the  father  and  the  son. 


*  *  * 

ALFRED  HESSE  (202)  is  a  theatrical  veteran  of  many  hits, 
which  he  has  performed  in  the  company  of  such  stars  as  Ethel 
Barrymore  (three  plays),  David  Warfield  ("The  Music  Master")  and 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  to  name  a  few.  "Reclining  Figure,"  "The  Searching 
Wind,"  "Letters  to  Lucerne,"  "Ten  Million  Ghosts,"  "French  Without 
Tears,"  "The  Left  Bank"  and  "Young  Sinners"  are  among  his  many 
credits.  He  is  equally  at  home  on  the  radio,  in  pictures  and  in  TV. 
The  latter  medium  has  kept  him  busy  on  such  popular  programs  as  "Mr. 
Peepers,"  "Man  Against  Crime,"  "Robert  Montgomery  Presents," 


(more ) 
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"The  Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  and  many  others.  He  has  adapted  plays  from 
foreign  languages,  is  a  qualified  consultant  wine  tester,  and  is  also 
a  collector  of  canes  and  old  china. 

*  *  # 

MICHAEL  GORRIN  (President)  enacted  the  role  of  the  colorful 
impresario  in  this  season's  Broadway  production  of  "Tonight  in 
Samarkand,"  which  starred  Louis  Jourdan.  Noted  for  his  authentic 
dialects  in  German,  Russian,  Polish,  Czech  and  Yiddish,  Gorrin  has 
been  employed  frequently  in  leads  and  featured  parts  on  "Armstrong 
Circle  Theatre,"  "Mr.  Peepers,"  "Television  Playhouse,"  "Studio  One," 
"The  U.S.  Steel  Hour,"  "Man  Against  Crime,"  "The  Goldbergs,"  "The 
Hunter,"  "The  Stranger,"  "Honestly  Celeste"  and  many  others. 
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JANE  AND  GOODMAN  AGE  WILL  BE  HEARD  AS 

COMMUNICATORS  ON  NBC  RADIO'S  "MONITOR" 

■ft  -  ft  ft  -  ft 

Jane  and  Goodman  Ace,  who,  as  the  "Easy  Aces,"  formed  one 
of  the  most  delightful  and  most  popular  teams  in  network  radio,  will 
be  heard  as  communicators  on  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC  weekend  radio 
service  which  will  be  introduced  on  Sunday,  June  12. 

The  Aces  will  preside  over  a  four-hour  block  of  entertainment 
and  information  and,  between  features,  will  exchange  the  sort  of 
hilarious  banter  that  for  years  kept  radio  listeners  in  stitches. 

"Easy  Aces"  featured  situation  comedy  of  the  domestic  variety  and  two 
wonderful  characterizations.  Jane  was  the  hare-brained  malapropist 
and  unconscious  comic.  Goodman  was  the  perfect  straight  man,  the 
intellectual  who  nevertheless  found  himself  involved  in  stupidities 
from  which  his  wife  had  little  or  no  difficulty  extricating  herself. 

It  was  consistently  called  the  funniest  show  on  radio. 

Who  can  forget  such  famous  Jane -isms  as  "She's  putting  on 
the  rich"  and  "Familiarity  breeds  attempt?"  Not  to  mention  "I 
couldn't  get  a  wink  of  sleep.  I  tossed  all  night,  first  heads,  then 
tails.  I  woke  up  this  morning  with  the  palms  of  my  feet  hanging  over 
the  side  of  the  bed." 

(more ) 
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This  immensely  popular  series  was  produced  and  written  by 
Goodman,  for  he  is,  essentially,  a  writer  —  and  one  of  the  best  in 
the  business.  His  writing  credits  also  include  Tallulah  Bankhead’s 
"Big  Show"  on  NBC  Radio  and  the  current  "Buick-Berle  Show"  on  NBC -TV. 

Ace  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Jan.  15*  1899.  He 
became  a  reporter  on  the  Kansas  City  Post  (later  the  Journal-Post) 
after,  chronologically,  editing  his  high  school  paper,  studying 
journalism  at  Kansas  City  Junior  College  and  selling  shoes.  Later 
promoted  to  drama  and  movie  reviewer,  Ace  alternately  infuriated  and 
delighted  his  publisher  with  his  barbed,  witty  criticisms. 

In  1927  he  married  Jane  Sherwood,  a  high  school  sweetheart 
who  was  "largely  unaware"  of  being  that,  since  she  was  several  years 
his  junior.  The  following  year,  Ace  inaugurated  a  15-minute  weekly 
radio  program,  at  $10  per  effort,  to  supplement  his  newspaper  income. 
He  read  the  comics,  broadcast  parts  of  his  column,  and  was  both 
informal  and  informative. 

"Easy  Aces"  evolved  one  day  when  the  performers  on  the 
following  quarter-hour  program  failed  to  arrive  at  the  station. 
Signalled  to  continue  talking,  Ace  called  in  Jane,  who  was  waiting 
outside,  and  they  ad-libbed  a  conversation  about  the  bridge  game  they 
had  played  the  night  before. 

Response  from  listeners  was  so  favorable  that  the  station 
gave  the  Aces  a  sponsored  show  heard  three  times  weekly.  "We  had 
a  lot  of  relatives  in  Kansas  City,"  Goodman  recalls. 

As  the  program  grew  in  stature,  Ace  gave  up  his  newspaper 
duties,  he  and  Jane  moved  to  New  York,  and  "Easy  Aces"  became  a 


(more) 
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network  feature.  Several  years  and  several  projects  later  (Ace  was 
for  a  time  a  program  executive  on  another  network,  advising  sponsors 
and  agencies  --  "I  tell  them  what  to  do,"  he'd  say,  "and  they  say  yes 
and  don't  do  it"),  the  Aces  wrote,  produced  and  performed  on  an  "Easy 
Aces"  sequel  called  "Mr.  Ace  and  Jane."  The  program  satirized  not 
only  life  in  general  but  also  radio  and  advertising  in  that 
"typical  little  Eastern  town  known  as  New  York  City." 

The  Aces  live  quietly  in  a  midtown  apartment.  Goodman,  in 
addition  to  turning  out  high-priced  comedy  scripts,  keeps  his  hand  in 
as  a  columnist  by  reviewing  radio  and  television  for  the  Saturday 
Review.  Jane  collects  records  and  is  an  avid  baseball  fan,  as  is  her 
husband.  When  either  the  Giants  or  Yankees  slump,  Jane  says  Goodman 
goes  around  for  days  with  a  "hangnail  expression." 


NBC -New  York,  4/26/55 
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NEW  HAVEN  H.R,  ORGANIZES  "CAESAR'S  SHOW  TRAIN" 

FROM  CONNECTICUT  TO  SID'S  MAY  7  TELECAST 

Event  Is  Salute  to  'Commuters'  Comedy  Sketch 
■ft - -ft  -ft- - * - -ft’ 

"All  aboard  for  'Caesar's  Show  Train'." 

This  cry  will  be  heard  in  railroad  stations  throughout 
Western  Connecticut  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  May  9>  when  blue- 
capped  conductors  will  call  passengers  aboard  a  special  New  Haven 
Railroad  train  bound  for  New  York  City  and  NBC-TV's  CAESAR'S  HOUR 
program . 

In  what  is  considered  the  first  television  show  train,  the 
New  Haven  will  bring  in  a  contingent  of  700  people  who  will  comprise 
the  theatre  audience  for  the  May  9  telecast  of  the  comedy  program 
(8  to  9  p ,m. ,  EDT ) . 

The  New  Haven  has  organized  this  special  show  train  in 
tribute  to  the  manner  in  which  Sid  Caesar  has  recognized  the  importance 
of  train  travel  via  his  comedy  sketch,  "The  Commuters."  The  feature 
which  has  become  a  popular  segment  of  the  program,  concerns  the 
adventures  of  three  men  who  live  in  the  same  suburban  community. 


(more) 


..  1.  i  •  :  lA 

•ft 

HO  .H.fl  H3VAH  waw 

TaAO-;jaT  V  YAM  S'ai3  OT  TUOITOSHKOO  MQHH 

. 

y;b-3mo0  *  .••••‘Jdu,mnoO*  d  ed;>l£S  el  dnavS 

M  x  •  l  •■'■•I  •"»'  r'  ■■  i  i/tjsoaVi  'LL):' 

twoiiQUQ^dft  <  60*1  II  Bn  jtfc  ij-iasci  sd  1 1  it*  yxo  HJtffT 

■  Hi  af  ?i«  :•  •  A’1  1 VT •  ■  i'j  .us  :r  IQ  >1* ;  /  '■  •'  aol  bnuocl  n’.-ad  . -il'i/.f 

igoT: 

arid '  livid  wort'.  ;oi -.Uvf’ T^d  3  '  iil  erld  i-o'iablanoo  si  d£/iw  r:I 

' 

•  .  ■  ..  -  *01  eonstbuG  s'idssrid  ak$j 

.  •' TJ>I  x.m.q  6  ol  c: 

.  '  i  t  1  ■ 

l  ■  Ifi  bi  ■  ■  X9/11  '  •  •  •' 

1  •  ■ 

'  .  '■  .  iluqoq  b  m  ^oed 

rid 


n) 


2  -  "Caesar's  Hour" 


Patrick  B.  McGinnis,  president  of  the  New  Haven,  will  be  a 
special  guest  on  the  program,  which  will  include  a  special  ''Commuters'' 
sketch. 

"Caesar's  Show  Train"  will  start  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  at 
4:15  p.m,,  and  stop  to  pick  up  passengers  at  Berlin,  Meriden, 
Wallingford,  New  Haven,  Bridgeport,  Westport,  Norwalk,  Darien, 

Stamford  and  arrive  in  New  York  City  at  7  p.m.  Special  buses  will 
take  the  Caesar  commuters  from  Grand  Central  Station  to  the  Century 
Theatre  where  the  program  originates  and  back  again.  The  return 
train  leaves  New  York  at  10  p.m. 

Special  excursion  rates  are  being  offered  to  Connecticut's 
Caesar  fans  wishing  to  join  the  special  show  train.  The  ladies  will 
be  given  corsages  from  Sid  and  there  will  also  be  free  door  prizes. 


NBC-New  York,  4/25/55 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


A  SERVICE  OF 
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STARK  REALISM  OP  COMMUNIST  PRISON  IS  CAPTURED 
IN  INVENTIVE  SCENERY  BY  OTIS  RIGGS  FOR 
'DARKNESS  AT  NOON'  COLORCAST 


tf- 


A 


"Darkness  at  Noon,"  Sidney  Kingsley's  revealing  anti¬ 
communist  drama  to  be  seen  on  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  Monday,  May  2  in 
color  and  black  and  white  (NBC-TV,  8-9:30  p.m.,  EDT) ,  sets  its  stage 
in  a  dank  Soviet  prison. 

Based  on  Arthur  Koestler's  trenchant  novel,  the  Kingsley 
work  explores  the  mind  of  a  deposed  official,  Rubashov  (to  be  played 
by  Lee  J.  Cobb),  imprisoned  deep  in  a  tomb-like  jail  until  a 
"confession"  is  extorted  from  him  to  acts  of  sabotage  he  never  com¬ 
mitted.  While  awaiting  "trial,"  the  former  people’s  hero  has  time  to 
ruminate  on  the  meaning  of  his  blind  devotion  to  a  cause  that  puts  the 
state  first  and  foremost  and  negates  the  individual  as  a  mere  cipher, 
"Ruba3hov's  body,"  says  playwright  Kingsley,  "must  remain 
inside  the  granite  and  iron  of  the  prison.  He's  in  prison  two  ways, 
really,  because  he's  in  a  mental  prison  as  a  believer  in  the  so- 
called  scientific  materialism  of  the  Communists.  Yet  his  mind  breaches 
the  walls  and  he  experiences  the  sensation  of  beauty  and  feels  the 
appeals  of  his  humanity,  like  any  of  us  simple-minded  beings  who 
think  there  is  something  to  philosophical  idealism.  To  put  this  on 
the  stage  and  also  to  reveal  the  dramatic  conflict  with  the  Communist 

oligarchy  --  well,  it  has  been  a  job." 

(more) 
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2  -  1  Darkness  at  Noon' 


Helping  with  the  material  as  well  as  the  spiritual  atmosphere 
so  important  to  the  dramatist’s  intention  is  designer  Otis  Riggs, 

He  has  set  the  main  scene  of  "Darkness  at  Noon"  in  a  prison  of  granite 
and  iron,  the  tomb  of  living  corpses  where  there  is  neither  night  nor 
day  but  only  endless  time,  often  laden  with  terror.  In  one  of  these 
cells  sits  Rubashov,  sometimes  communicating  with  his  fellow  prisoners 
by  the  only  means  available  --  tapping  on  the  wall,  floor  or  ceiling. 
At  other  times  he  sits  quietly  thinking  and  his  mind  flashes  back  to 
other  scenes  of  his  life  --  a  museum  where  he  angrily  spouted  the 
philosophy  of  his  cult  to  a  wavering  comrade;  a  factory  office  where 
he  first  met  the  one  woman  he  ever  loved;  her  home,  where  he  knew 
fleetingly  a  romance  he  sacrificed  ruthlessly  to  a  false  cause.  There 
is  also  the  interrogation  room  of  the  prison,  which  is  starkly 
realistic,  even  to  the  Red  flag  and  the  large  framed  portrait  of 
"No.  One"  --  Stalin. 

As  Rubashov  is  brought  into  the  jail  early  in  the  first 
act,  the  camera  will  precede  him  and  his  jailors,  in  a  vividly 
dramatic  walk  through  the  dungeon-like  corridor.  The  camera  will 
seem  to  pull  the  ominous  group  as  it  marches,  first  under  an  iron 
gate,  then  through  steel  bars,  and  finally  down  a  grim  stairway  to 
the  cell  block  proper.  Heavy,  low  catacomb-like  arches  will  line  the 
way  as  the  party  passes  16  cells  to  the  end  one,  reserved  for 
Rubashov.  All  the  cell  doors  will  be  of  solid  black  iron,  with  only 
a  small  "Judas  hole"  in  each,  through  which  16  pairs  of  eyes  will 
stare  despairingly.  The  "march"  will  be  dramatically  highlighted  by 
overhead  lamps,  bleakly  illuminating  the  scene  from  on  high  at  regular 
intervals. 


(more) 
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3  -  ’Darkness  at  Noon* 


Each  cell  will  be  furnished  only  with  a  single  cot.  Walls 
will  be  treated  with  a  special  material  so  that  the  sound  of  tapping 
will  sound  as  if  it  were  made  on  stone. 

The  cell  block  will  be  designed  in  double  tiers,  to  give 
the  true  illusion  of  height  and  the  feeling  of  prisoners  above  as 
well  as  below.  A  so-called  "Houston  Dolly,"  capable  of  considerable 
vertical  extension,  will  carry  the  camera  to  the  upper  story  on 
cue,  to  catch  the  action  above  stage  level, 

A  scene  for  example,  will  picture  Rubashov  tapping  a 
signal  against  the  stone  wall.  The  camera  will  pass  right  through 
the  cross-section  separating  the  next  cell  and  the  one  adjacent, 
as  each  prisoner  picks  up  the  message  and  taps  it  out  to  his  neighbor. 
The  last  prisoner  will  stand  on  his  cot  ar.d  tap  on  the  ceiling.  The 
"Houston  Dolly"  will  extend  to  the  floor  above  and  pick  up  a  prisoner 
with  his  ear  to  the  floor,  receiving  the  message.  Then  he  will  be 
seen  tapping  it  out  anew  to  the  next  cell. 

In  place  of  the  usual  fade-out  and  fade-in  used  ordinarily 
for  flash-back  sequences,  a  novel  technique  will  be  tested  in  this 
production.  As  Rubashov  reminisces  in  his  cell,  some  "business"  will 
be  devised  to  permit  him  to  cross  into  an  identical  version  of  the 
cell  which  will  have  removable  walls.  The  "fake"  cell  will  be  placed 
in  the  rear  of  the  upcoming  flash-back  scene,  be  it  a  museum,  office 
or  bedroom.  The  camera  will  find  Rubashov  again,  this  time  in  the 
mobile  cell,  continuing  the  scene.  Another  camera  will  next  pick 
him  up  at  a  different  angle,  permitting  the  wall  of  the  cell  to  be 
removed,  meanwhile.  On  cue,  Rubashov  will  be  ready  to  move  with  a 
mere  few  steps  into  the  flashback  set,  which  has  been  only  temporarily 

(more ) 
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4  -  ’Darkness  at  Noon’ 


and  partially  masked  by  the  movable  cell  walls.  The  technique,  it 
is  hoped,  will  make  for  a  readier  illusion  of  immediacy  and 
actuality,  since  the  character  will  be  seen  walking  into  the  locales 
of  his  past  in  a  continuous  pattern  and  with  a  minimum  of  delay. 

Co-starring  with  Cobb  in  the  production  are  David  Wayne, 
Ruth  Roman,  Oscar  Homolka  and  Joseph  Wiseman,  "Darkness  at  Noon," 
described  by  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune  drama  critic  as  "a 
fiercely  lucid  arraignment  of  communism  and  an  affirmation  of  the 
democratic  way  of  life,"  is  being  directed  by  Delbert  Mann. 

- o - 
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•36* 


J'o 


Jo 


(May  1-7) 

(NBC-TV  Network  Including  WRCA-TV) 

Monday,  May  2 

8:00-9:30  p.m.,  EDT  --  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  presents 
"Darkness  at  Noon,"  Sidney  Kingsley's  stirring  anti¬ 
communist  drama  based  on  the  widely  read  novel  by  Arthur 
Koestler,  an  ex-member  of  the  Communist  Party.  Story  of 
an  ex-general  of  the  Red  Army  who  falls  out  of  step  with 
the  party  and  how  Communist  "justice"  goes  ruthlessly  to 
work.  Starring  Lee  J.  Cobb,  David  Wayne,  Ruth  Roman, 
Oscar  Homolka,  and  Joseph  Wiseman. 

Saturday,  May  7 

9:00-10:30  p.m.,  EDT  --  Max  Liebman  Presents  Sigmund 
Romberg's  operetta,  "The  Desert  Song."  With  Nelson 
Eddy  and  Gale  Sherwood  playing  the  romantic  leads,  and 
also  Salvatore  Baccaloni  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera,  Otto 
Kruger,  John  Conte,  Bambi  Linn  and  Rod  Alexander, 
ballerina  Viola  Essen  and  tenor  Earl  William, 
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CREDITS  FOR 

PRODUCER: 

DIRECTOR: 

WRITERS : 

SETTINGS: 

COSTUMES : 

UNIT  MANAGER: 
ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR: 
TECHNICAL  DIRECTOR: 
LIGHTING: 

MAKEUP : 

TIME: 

AGENDA: 


’FRONTIERS  OF  FAITH1  ON  NBC -TV 


Doris  Ann 
Martin  Hoade 
Various 

Wallace  Clymer 

Rose  Bogdanoff 

Monty  Morgan 

Julie  Light 

Cliff  Paul 

William  Raker  (cq) 

Bob  O'Bradevich 

Sundays,  3-3:30  p.m.,  EDT 

A  four-week  drama  cycle  will  be  present¬ 
ed  on  this  NBC  Television  religious  pro¬ 
gram  under  auspices  of  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary  of  America  start¬ 
ing  Sunday,  May  1.  The  schedule 
follows : 

May  1... "Bible  Detective  of  the  Holy 
Land,"  by  Marc  Siegel. 

May  8... "The  Second  Commandment,"  by 
James  Yaffe. 

May  15.. "An  American  Ballad,"  by 
Irve  Tunick, 

May  22.. "Mrs.  Steinberg's  Partner  in 
Heaven,"  by  Sylvia  Berger. 

*  *  * 

May  29.. Produced  in  cooperation  with 

the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion. 

June  5*  12,  19  and  26,  and  July  3j  10, 
17  and  24. . .Produced  in  cooperation  with 

the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the 

U.S.A. 

July  31 .... .Produced  in  cooperation  with 

the  American  Council  of 
Churches , 

#  *  * 

Aug.  7,  14,  21  and  28... 

"The  Catholic  Hour,"  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  National 
Council  of  Catholic  Men,  fill: 
this  time  period.  All  credits 
same  as  listed  above. 


NBC -New  York,  4/26/55 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  26,  1955 

NBC'S  ’’ONE  MAN'S  FAMILY,”  PIONEER  RADIO 
DRAMA  SERIES,  REACHES  23RD  BIRTHDAY 

The  popular  radio  series,  "One  Man's  Family,"  will  celebrate 
its  23rd  birthday  on  the  air  Friday,  April  29  (NBC  Radio,  7:45  p.m., 
EDT) .  This  series  originated  on  NBC  in  San  Francisco  April  29*  1932, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  heard  regularly.  It  is  now  broadcast 
Mondays  through  Fridays . 

Five  members  of  the  original  cast  are  still  playing  the  same 
roles.  They  are  J.  Anthony  Smythe  and  Minetta  Ellen  as  Father  and 
Mother  Barbour,  Michael  Raffetto  as  Paul,  Bernice  Berwin  as  Hazel, 
and  Page  Gilman  as  Jack. 

When  Carleton  E.  Morse  wrote  the  first  episodes  of  "One 
Man's  Family,"  the  show  was  intended  to  run  for  eight  weeks  as  a 
sustaining  filler.  But  it  was  an  immediate  hit  and  the  public,  through 
the  years,  has  intently  followed  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  Barbours. 

The  program's  audience  today  continues  to  be  large  and  loyal.  Whenever 
there's  a  birth,  death  or  crisis  in  the  family's  lives,  the  mail  pours 
into  NBC.  Radio  audiences  consider  the  Barbours  a  real  family  rather 
than  a  fictional  one. 


(more ) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


■  ■  ; 


' 


•  • 


* 


♦  »  f. 


*•  .  .  . 

,  i  '  • 


;  :  h  ;  ;'T  ‘  :  1  i1 

'  •  •• .  ‘  •  ■  i  i  t  i  ■  i*i  ;  S  SCf  Jt 

,>  • 


i  i  . 


■  ■  :  •<  ■  .... 
.  ..  : 


„ii 

i  i  ■:  »,v; 


.. 


•'  ,•*  -  ‘  k 


i  • 

.  ii< vt 

•  •  ■ 


•  r' 


.  •  •  .t 

■  :  ' 

r  ■  \ 

.  ■  :  •• 


m  ,  ..  j 


'  I.  .  I  ■ 

.  ~'r”  :  ' 


...  ■  - 


: 


•  ■  1 


'  ■  ‘  •  .)  '  .• 

■  .  .  ■  ■  • 

...  •  ■  :  ..•■  •• 

;icf 

>.:•  t 


■■  rf  f.  J-  j 


"i  I 


2 


"One  Man  *  s  Fami ly " 


When  this  pioneer  radio  network  dramatic  program  celebrated 
its  22nd  anniversary  last  year,  San  Francisco's  Mayor  Elmer  E. 
Robinson,  claimed  the  week  of  April  26  through  May  6  "San  Francisco 
Family  Week"  and  urged  the  people  to  recognize  the  importance  of  this 
fictional  family.  "It  has  become  part  of  our  traditions  and  our  daily 
existence,"  said  Mayor  Robinson,  adding  "'One  Man's  Family'  may  be 
considered  an  example  of  the  typical  American  family,  and  the  family 
is  our  strongest  bulwark  against  the  forces  of  evil."  Mayor  Robinson 
added  that  Carleton  E.  Morse,  creator  of  the  program,  had  made 
worthwhile  contributions  to  our  freedom  loving  society. 


NBC -New  York,  4/26/55 
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DONALD  VOORHEES  OP  'TELEPHONE  HOUR'  WINS  LOWELL  MASON  AWARD 

FOR  DISTINGUISHED  CONTRIBUTION  TO  MUSIC  EDUCATION 

The  Lowell  Mason  Award  for  Distinguished  Contribution  to 
Music  Education  was  presented  to  Donald  Voorhees  (April  25)  for  his 
work  in  conducting  THE  TELEPHONE  HOUR  on  NBC  Radio. 

The  award  was  given  to  Voorhees  by  Helen  Bonney  Kilduff, 
associate  editor  of  Keyboard  Jr.  Magazine,  which  sponsors  the  award. 
The  citation,  read  by  Mrs.  Kilduff  in  Carnegie  Hall,  New  York,  prior 
to  the  start  of  the  "Telephone  Hour"  broadcast,  said  in  part:  "On 
Monday  evenings  you  have  brought  into  our  homes  the  great  artists  of 
the  concert  world  and  the  superb  playing  of  your  orchestra.  You  have 
made  music  an  important  part  of  family  life  in  America." 

The  Lowell  Mason  Award  is  named  for  the  Massachusetts-born 
musician  and  composer  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  study  of 
music  in  the  public  schools.  The  award  is  presented  by  the  editors  of 
Keyboard  Jr.  Magazine  only  when  it  is  merited  by  special  work.  This 
is  the  first  time  the  award  has  been  presented  since  1950. 

Donald  Voorhees  has  conducted  the  "Telephone  Hour"  since  its 
inception.  The  program  will  celebrate  its  15th  birthday  on  May  16 
(8:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  EDT)  with  a  special  full-hour  program. 

- o - 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  26,  1955 

NBC -TV  OFFERS  TO  MAKE  AVAILABLE  5 -MINUTE  AND  1 -MINUTE 
TIME  PERIODS  FOR  POLITICAL  TELECASTS  IN  1956  CAMPAIGN 

Network  Would  Also  Reserve  Blocks  of  Prime  E/ening  Time 
For  Political  Parties,  NBC's  Joseph  V.  Heffernan  Tells 
Senate  Subcommittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections 

WASHINGTON,  April  26  --  The  National  Broadcasting  Company 
today  offered  to  make  available  for  sale  both  five -minute  and  one- 
minute  time  periods  on  its  television  network  for  political  broadcasts 
during  the  1956  election  campaign.  It  also  offered  to  reserve  for 
political  sale  blocks  of  regular  commercial  time,  normally  half  hours, 
in  the  Fall  of  1956. 

The  proposals  were  made  by  Joseph  V,  Heffernan,  NBC  Financial 
Vice  President,  in  a  statement  before  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections . 

"We  are  prepared  to  cut  short  by  five  minutes  our  regular 
one-hour  and  half-hour  programs  during  the  1956  campaign,  and  make 
these  five -minute  periods  available  to  the  candidates  and  parties," 

Mr,  Heffernan  said.  "These  offerings  will  be  on  a  rotation-of- 
schedule  basis. 

"As  a  result  of  this  action  by  NBC,  the  candidates  can  broad- 

(more ) 
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2  -  Election  Campaign 


cast  more  frequently  or  at  less  cost,  or  both,  NBC’s  action  in  this 

respect  will  also  help  the  candidates  reach  a  greater  number  of 

* 

voters  than  would  otherwise  be  possible." 

Mr.  Heffernan  also  said  that  for  the  first  time  on  the  NBC- 
TV  network,  one -minute  announcements  will  be  made  available  for  use  by 
candidates  and  parties.  He  pointed  out  that  these  one-minute  periods 
would  be  available  in  the  "Today,"  "Home"  and  "Tonight"  programs  and 
would  enable  candidates  to  reach  "a  large  cumulative  audience  at 
minimal  cost." 

The  offer  to  make  five  and  one -minute  network  time  periods 
available  to  candidates  was  part  of  a  four-proposal  program  outlined 
by  Mr.  Heffernan,  which  NBC  believes  will  serve  the  dual  objective  of 
reducing  costs  and  creating  flexibility  in  the  use  of  television  during 
political  campaigns.  The  other  two  proposals  put  forward  by  NBC  were: 

1  --  That  the  network  will  withhold  from  sale  to 
regular  commercial  sponsors  a  reasonable  number  of  prime 
evening  time  periods  in  the  Fall  of  1956,  leaving  these  time 
periods  avaixable  to  political  parties  on  a  rotation-of- 
schedule  basis . 

2  --  That  the  network  will  make  available  five  and  one- 
minute  periods  for  sale  for  local  political  broadcasts  on  its 
five  owned  television  stations  and  five  owned  radio  stations. 

Explaining  the  proposal  to  withhold  certain  time  periods 
from  regular  commercial  use  for  availability  to  political  parties  and 
candidates,  Mr.  Heffernan  said: 

"NBC  is  prepared  to  work  out  with  the  national  committees 

(more) 
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3  -  Elec t ion  Campai gn 


blocks  of  time  which  NBC  would  withhold  from  regular  commercial  sale 
and  reserve  for  political  sale  in  the  Fall  of  1956.  These  time 
periods  would  normally  be  half  hours,  to  carry  the  main  speeches  of 
the  Presidential  candidates.  The  principal  objective  here  is  to 
schedule  the  broadcasts  early  enough  to  avoid  the  costly  preemption 
charges  which  would  otherwise  result." 

Reviewing  the  background  of  the  proposal,  he  pointed  out 
that  during  the  1952  Presidential  campaign,  preemption  costs  in 
connection  with  political  broadcasts  on  NBC-TV  alone  amounted  to 
about  $175 s 000. 

The  NBC  executive  emphasized  that  the  proposal  would  be 
effective  only  if  the  network  received  advance  cooperation  from  the 
national  committees . 

"First  of  all,"  he  said,  "they  must  work  out  with  us 
immediately  what  blocks  of  time  they  want  reserved.  Next,  they  must 
place  a  firm  order  for  the  reserved  time  well  in  advance  of  November, 
1956  --  say  by  May,  1956.  We  shall,  of  course,  balance  the 
availability  of  these  time  periods  among  the  various  parties," 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 

A  SERVICE  OF 

Pittsburgh  manufacturers  see  impact  of  color  on 

THEIR  PRODUCTS  VIA  NBC  CLOSED  CIRCUIT  TELECAST 


Richard  A.R.  Pinkham,  NBC -TV  Programming  Vice  President,  and 
National  Sales  Manager  Matthew  J.  Culligan  Preview  'Color  Spread1 


The  impact  of  color  television  on  advertisers  1  products  was 
demonstrated  "live”  by  means  of  a  half-hour  NBC  closed  circuit  color¬ 
cast  to  500  businessmen  and  manufacturers  assembled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
yesterday  (April  26). 

Richard  A.R.  Pinkham,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  Television 
Programs  for  NBC,  spoke  from  the  network's  studios  in  New  York,  to  the 
members  of  the  Pittsburgh  Advertising  Club,  where  Matthew  J.  Culligan, 
NBC -TV  National  Sales  Manager,  previously  had  addressed  the  group's 
luncheon  on  "The  Magazine  Concept  of  TV  --  Color  Spread," 

Mr.  Pinkham  "guided"  the  Pittsburgh  businessmen  through  live 
color  demonstrations  of  their  individual  products,  including  those  of 
H.J.  Heinz,  Pittsburgh  Paint,  Alcoa,  Westinghouse,  American  Radiator 
Co,,  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Co.  and  U.S.  Steel,  and  outline,-,  the 
network's  recently  announced  "Color  Spread’  concept  of  TV  advertising. 

Color  Spread,  to  be  introduced  next  Fall,  will  be  a  series 
of  13  color  Spectaculars  to  be  presented  in  the  prime  f:30-9  P*rn*  ^ST, 
Sunday  time  period,  and  will  combine  the  impact  of  color  with  the 
flexibility  of  the  magazine  concept.  They  will  be  produced  about  once 

(more) 


RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
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2  -  Pittsburgh  Closed  Circuit 


every  four  weeks,  their  appearances  coinciding  with  the  big  seasonal 
sales  periods  --  Christmas,  Easter,  Mother's  Day,  Graduation,  Summer 
Travel  and  Back  to  School. 

Appealing  to  both  large  and  small  advertisers,  the  shows 
will  be  sold  under  the  participations  sales  plan,  whereby  each  90- 
minute  program  will  offer  six  commercial  positions  to  as  many  as  six 
advertisers . 

The  April  26  closed  circuit  telecast  was  a  feature  of  NBC 
Telesales  and  was  produced-directed  by  Peter  J.  Smith. 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  27 j  1955 

MENTAL  PATIENTS  TO  PRESENT  THEIR  OWN  STORY  IN  PERSON  ON  TV 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  ON  NBC  ‘MARCH  OF  MEDICINE’  PROGRAM 

FOR  RELEASE  FRIDAY.  APRIL  20 

Mental  patients  are  going  to  present  their  own  story  in 
person  to  the  American  public  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  TV 
and  medicine. 

In  an  unprecedented  MARCH  OF  MEDICINE  telecast,  "We,  the 
Mentally  Ill, "  narrated  and  enacted  from  start  to  finish  by  the  patients 
themselves,  they  will  appear  without  the  secrecy  which  has  shrouded  the 
mentally  ill  since  earliest  times.  The  only  exceptions  in  the  unusual 
cast  will  be  a  group  of  medical  authorities  to  be  presented  as  "guests" 
of  the  patients. 

The  telecast,  sponsored  by  Smith,  Kline  &  French  Laboratories 
in  cooperation  with  the  American  Medical  Association,  will  be  the  next 
installment  in  the  "March  of  Medicine"  series  on  NBC-TV,  Sunday , 

May  15  (10-10:30  p.m.,  EDT),  following  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

Patients  of  St.  Elisabeth’s  Hospital  in  Washington,  D.C., 
will  enact  a  TV  play  based  on  the  life  of  Dorothea  Lynde  Dix,  19th 

(more ) 
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* March  of  Medicine  ’ 


century  American  benefactor  in  the  cause  of  the  mentally  ill,  The 
play  will  be  part  of  a  penetrating  survey  of  the  nation’s  achievements 
and  goals  in  the  conquest  of  mental  disease.  Dr.  Winfred  Overholser, 
world-renowned  figure  in  the  field  of  mental  illness  and  director  of 
St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital,  will  contrast  the  conditions  in  today’s 
modern  mental  institutions  with  the  insane  asylums  of  dark  ages  when 
fear  and  superstition  reigned. 

There  also  will  be  a  report  direct  from  the  first  institution 
Miss  Dix  was  responsible  for  founding  during  her  dedicated  lifetime. 

At  New  Jersey  State  Hospital,  in  Trenton,  the  growing  serious  problems 
of  over-crowded  institutions,  lack  of  trained  doctors  and  attendants, 
and  the  need  for  funds  for  modern  medical  care  will  be  reported  from 
the  patients’  point  of  view  and  will  be  substantiated  by  Dr.  Harold  S. 
Magee,  superintendent  of  the  hospital,  and  members  of  his  staff. 

Another  patient,  from  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  New  York, 
will  report  on  her  experiences  with  the  remarkable  new  tranquilizing 
drugs  which  have  opened  up  a  whole  new  area  of  thought  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  mentally  disturbed.  Dr.  Herman  C.B.  Denber,  director  of 
psychiatric  research  of  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  will  talk  from  a 
scientific  viewpoint  about  these  new  drugs  which  have  given  promise  for 
the  future  in  the  battle  against  mental  illness. 

The  "March  of  Medicine"  series,  initiated  three  years  ago  at 
the  101st  meeting  of  the  A.M.A.  in  Chicago,  is  designed  to  give  the 
American  public  the  latest  developments  in  medical  research  direct  from 
the  nation’s  great  medical  centers.  The  first  of  this  year’s  Spring 
series,  March  29,  was  an  on-the-spot  report  on  the  effects  of  atomic 
radiation  on  the  people  of  Hiroshima,  Japan,  10  years  after  the  his¬ 
toric  A-blast.  Previous  telecasts  have  given  up-to-the-minute  accounts 
of  medical  developments  in  treatment  of  cancer,  arthritis  and  heart 
disease . 

Procter  &  Gamble  has  relinquished  its  scheduled  "Loretta 
Young  Show"  telecast  time  on  this  date  so  that  Smith,  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories  might  purchase  time  for  the  "March  of  Medicine"  presen¬ 
tation  on  140  stations. 
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M  D  'P  color  television  presents 

■"  A  MAX  LIE B M A N  PRODUCTION 


STARS  FOR  'THE  DESERT  SONG,'  COLORCAST  SATURDAY,  MAY  7  ON  NBC -TV 
9  TO  10:30  P.M.,  EDT;  A  MAX  LIEBMAN  SPECTACULAR 


Pierre  Birabeau . . . 

Margot  Bonvalet . 

General  Birabeau. . . . 

Captain  Paul  Fontaine . 

Ali  Ben  Ali . 

Azzuri . 

Hassi . 

*  *  * 


Nelson  Eddy 

Gale  Sherwood 

Otto  Kruger 

John  Conte 

Salvatore  Baccaloni 

Viola  Essen 

Earl  William  (cq) 


SYNOPSIS  OF  SCENES  FOR  'THE  DESERT  SONG' 

ACT  I 


Scene  1. 
Scene  2. 
Scene  3. 
Scene  4. 

Scene  1. 

Scene  2. 
Scene  3. 
Scene  4. 


Desert  Oasis 

Street  Setting  near  Cafe 
General  Birabeau 's  Mansion  and  Terrace 
General  Birabeau 's  Mansion  and  Patio 
ACT  II 

Ali  Ben  Ali's  Desert  Fortress,  the 
Courtyard  of  the  Fortress  and  the  Harem 

Patio  of  General  Birabeau 's  Mansion 

Ali  Ben  Ali's  Harem 

Ali  Ben  Ali's  Desert  Fortress 


(more ) 
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♦The  Desert  Song* 


ACT  III 

Scene  1.  Terrace:  General  Birabeau's  Mansion 

Scene  2.  Town  Square 


Scene  1. 
Scene  2. 


Scene  3. 


Scene  4. 


Scene  1. 


Scene  3. 
Scene  4. 

Scene  1. 
Scene  2, 


MUSICAL  NUMBERS  FOR  ♦THE  DESERT  SONG1 

ACT  I 

"Riff  Song" .. .Nelson  Eddy  and  Men 

"Why  Do  We  Marry  Soldiers?" *. .Girls  in  Cafe 

"French  Marching  Song" .. .Nelson  Eddy  and  Men 

"Pretty  Maid  of  France"  and  "Girls,  Girls,  Girls" 
...John  Conte  and  Gale  Sherwood 

"Romance " . . .Gale  Sherwood 

Dance .. .Viola  Essen  and  Dancers 

"Then  You  Will  Know" .. .Nelson  Eddy  and  Gale  Sherwood 
"I  Want  a  Kiss"... Gale  Sherwood  and  Nelson  Eddy 
Reprise:  "Romance" .. .Gale  Sherwood 
"Desert  Song" .. .Nelson  Eddy 

ACT  II 

"My  Little  Castagnette ".. .Dancers 

"Eastern-Western  Love ".. .Salvatore  Baccaloni, 

Earl  William,  Nelson  Eddy  and  Men 

"Sabre  Song" . . .Gale  Sherwood 

Reprise:  "Desert  Song" .. .Nelson  Eddy 

ACT  III 

Dance  of  Triumph. . .Viola  Essen 

"French  Military  Song"  John  Conte  and  Men. 

"One  Alone" .. .Gale  Sherwood  and  Nelson  Eddy 

*  *  * 


(Eleven  NBC  Spectaculars  have  hit  the  Nielsen  top-10 
rating  list,  and  14  have  been  in  the  top  15). 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  27,  1955 

#  - - SC- 

RED  BARBER  TO  PRESIDE  OVER  4 -HOUR  NBC  RADIO 

'MONITOR 1  SESSION  AS  A  COMMUNICATOR 
$5* - St  St - * - - -  St 

Perched  in  his  customary  catbird  seat,  Red  Barber,  one  of 

the  most  popular  personalities  in  broadcasting,  will  preside  over  a 
four-hour  segment  of  entertainment  and  information  as  a  communicator 
on  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC  weekend  radio  service  which  will  be 
introduced  on  Sunday,  June  12. 

The  Old  Redhead  joins  Dave  Garroway  and  Jane  and  Goodman  Ace 
in  the  lineup  of  prominent  personalities  to  serve  on  "Monitor,"  which 
on  weekends  subsequent  to  June  12  will  be  heard  from  8  a.m.,  Saturday 
until  Sunday  midnight,  EDT. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  Red  will  keep  an  eye  peeled  on 
the  sports  world  in  his  "Monitor"  stint,  for  he  has  spent  25  years  of 
his  life  reporting  on  the  American  sporting  scene.  In  that  span  he 
has  covered  13  World  Series,  four  All-Star  baseball  games,  and  five 
Army-Navy,  Orange  Bowl  and  Rose  Bowl  football  classics. 

Perhaps  if  Walter  Lanier  Barber  hadn't  had  to  worry  about 
where  his  next  meal  was  coming  from  when  he  was  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Florida  back  in  1930,  he  might  never  have  entered 
broadcasting.  And  if  he  hadn't  been  offered  a  free  meal  in  return  for 
doing  a  one-shot  radio  stint.  Red  might  have  been  a  college  professor 
today. 

(more ) 
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‘Monitor ' 


But  he  was  hungry  and  he  was  offered  a  free  meal  --so  now, 
25  years  later,  he  rates  at  the  top  of  his  profession. 

Barber  was  working  his  way  through  the  university,  waiting 
on  tables  for  his  meals.  The  boarding  house  in  which  he  hustled 
trays  was  closing  for  Christmas  vacation  and  Barber's  chances  of 
eating  regularly  were  not  exactly  bright.  When  he  was  asked  to 
substitute  for  a  professor  on  a  farm  hour  program  over  Station  WRUF 
in  Gainesville  --  and  the  fee  offered  was  a  free  meal  --  he  accepted 
with  alacrity. 

As  a  result  of  his  reading  of  the  script  --  an  epic 
concerned  with  "Bovine  Obstetrics"  --  he  was  offered  a  job  as  a  part- 
time  student  announcer.  Red  asked  the  station  director  for  a  salary 
of  $50  a  month  and,  to  his  utter  consternation,  got  it. 

Actually,  Barber  desired  the  more  sedentary  career  of  a 
university  professor,  but  once  in  radio  he  fell  inextricably  in  love 
with  it.  During  his  four  years  with  WRUF,  where  he  eventually  became 
chief  announcer,  he  hammered  out  something  of  a  broadcasting  technique. 

"Whether  it  was  good,  bad  or  indifferent,  I  don't  know," 
says  Barber,  "but  it  was  my  own.  I  wouldn't  listen  to  other 
announcers  because  I  didn't  want  to  copy  anybody." 

Barber's  big  break  as  a  sportscaster  came  in  193*+ j  when  he 
was  signed  to  broadcast  the  Cincinnati  Reds'  baseball  games  on 
WLW-WSAI,  He  had  never  before  announced  a  big  league  ball  game,  but 
he  was  more  than  willing  to  stick  his  neck  out  with  such  a  big  chance 
at  stake.  Needless  to  say,  he  surmounted  that  first  hurdle  and  has 
been  calling  ball  games  ever  since. 


(more ) 
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Red  was  happy  in  Cincinnati,  but,  "like  most  country  boys," 
he  had  dreams  of  someday  going  to  New  York.  The  dream  came  true  in 
1939#  when  he  was  signed  to  broadcast  the  Brooklyn  Dodger  games.  He 
caught  on  immediately,  his  authoritative  commentary  and  easy-going 
Southern  style  ("Yessir,  the  ducks  are  on  the  pond.  F ,  0>  B „  --  full  of 
Brooklyns")  winning  him  a  huge  audience.  After  15  years  with  his 
beloved  Dodgers,  Red  wrote  a  book  about  them,  entitled  "The  Rhubarb 
Patch."  In  1954,  he  moved  over  to  the  American  League  to  cover  the 
Yankees . 

Barber  was  born  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  on  Feb.  17 >  1908.  He 
and  his  lovely  wife  live  with  their  17 -year-old  daughter,  Sarah,  in 
Scarborough,  N.Y.,  which  is  a  mighty  long  way  from  Gainesville,  any 
way  you  look  at  it . 


NBC -New  York,  4/27/55 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


KINGSLEY'S  RESEARCH  FOR  "DARKNESS  AT  NOON"  WAS  "MOST  FASCINATING 
AND  ARDUOUS  TASK"  OF  CAREER]  ANTI -COMMUNIST  DRAMA 
WILL  BE  COLORCAST  MONDAY,  MAY  2 

- &  X - ft 

When  Sidney  Kingsley  finished  his  prize -winning  expose  of 

Communist  philosophy,  "Darkness  at  Noon,"  he  referred  to  the 
experience  as  "the  most  fascinating  and  arduous  task  of  my  writing 
career."  Kingsley's  play,  based  on  Arthur  Koestler's  provocative 
novel,  will  be  telecast  in  color  and  in  black  and  white  on  PRODUCERS ' 
SHOWCASE  Monday,  May  2  (NBC-TV,  8-9:30  p.m.,  EDT) .  The  play,  with  an 
impressive  cast,  stars  Lee  J.  Cobb,  David  Wayne,  Ruth  Roman,  03car 
Homolka  and  Joseph  Wiseman. 

Kingsley  undertook  a  tremendous  labor  research  before 
putting  a  word  to  paper,  for  his  drama  had  to  stand  up  as  a  valid  and 
thoroughly  actable  work  in  its  own  right,  just  as  the  novel  was  a 
complete  entity  as  a  book.  The  dramatist  read  every  pamphlet  and 
book  by  the  old  Bolsheviks  he  could  obtain  --  Lenin,  Trotsky  and  many 
other  comrades  of  the  Revolution,  some  of  whom  were  victims  of  the 
purges  of  the  '30s  and  who  thus  were  very  pertinent  to  Kingsley's 
scene . 

Kingsley  also  consulted  the  writings  of  "No.  One,"  himself  — 
Stalin,  and  carefully  consulted  such  official  Russian  publications  of 
the  Moscow  trials  as  were  extant.  This  painstaking  research  paid  off. 

(more ) 

RCA  PIONEERED  AND  DEVELOPED  COMPATIBLE  COLOR  TELEVISION 
PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  2  0,  NEW  YORK 
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2  -  'Darkness  at  Noon' 


It  enabled  Kingsley  to  give  his  characters,  mainly  his  chief 
protagonist,  Rubashov,  a  deposed  Communist  official  facing  the  same 
grim  fate  he  often  imposed  on  others,  the  very  words  spoken  and  written 
by  actual  Red  leaders. 

For  example,  Rubashov  (to  be  played  by  Lee  J.  Cobb),  warns 
the  woman  he  loves  against  listening  to  Beethoven's  "Appassionata, " 
during  a  scene  in  the  play.  Kingsley  claims  that  this  was  a  literal 
statement  of  Lenin  to  Gorki,  Lenin  contending  that  hearing  something 
so  moving  and  praising  its  beauty  was  an  undisciplined  sign  of 
weakness  that  could  readily  render  the  praiser  vulnerable  to 
subsequent  attack. 

Continuing  his  first-hand  probe  into  the  Communist  mentality 
while  gathering  background  for  the  play,  Kingsley  talked  to  Communist 
officials  then  stationed  in  Europe,  as  well  as  with  former  Reds  who 
had  managed  to  flee  and  escape  Rubashov *s  fate.  Out  of  this  close 
observation  came  the  moving,  dramatic,  composite  figure  of  a 
disillusioned  man  who  realizes  how  truly  false  was  the  god  he  had  so 
blindly  worshipped. 

"In  Rubashov,"  said  playwright  Kingsley  in  an  interview,  "is 
the  fiery  quality  of  Trotsky,  the  hardness  of  Lenin  and  the  gentleness 
of  Bukharin.  The  girl  in  the  play  (Luba,  enacted  by  Ruth  Roman)  is  one 
representative  of  the  wonderful,  long-suffering  people  of  Russia,  con¬ 
testing  against  the  Communist  monsters, 

"Actually,"  Kingsley  continued,  "the  Communists  of  today  are 
really  the  most  extreme  Fascists,  but  they  try  to  confuse  the  liberals 
by  the  claim  of  being  anti-Fascist .  Of  course,  the  Communists  hate  all 
real  liberals  as  their  most  dangerous  enemies.  This  is  a  play  for 

(more) 
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3  -  "Darkness  at  Noon1 


liberals  who  know  that  one  must  be  anti -Communist  to  be  whole¬ 
heartedly  anti-Fascist . " 

For  Kingsley,  writing  the  play  was  a  dramatic  means  of 
reiterating  a  theme  which  has  held  his  attention  increasingly  since 
1939.  "The  important  issue  of  today,"  he  says,  "is  that  institutions 
of  government  must  foster  human  rights,  or  else  these  precious  rights 
will  vanish  and  the  principle  of  the  all-important  state  will  become 
dominant . " 

Kingsley’s  efforts  won  for  "Darkness  at  Noon"  the  New  York 
Drama  Critics  Circle  Award  as  the  Best  American  Play  of  the  1950-51 
theatrical  season.  The  work  also  won  the  Donaldson  Award  in  the  "Best 
Play"  category. 

So  exhausting  and  depressing  were  the  concentrated  mental 
and  physical  rigors  of  writing  "Darkness  at  Noon"  that  author  Kingsley, 
"in  an  effort  to  cancel  out  some  of  the  black  despair,"  wrote  a  gay 
and  breezy  comedy,  "Lunatics  and  Lovers,"  as  a  respite.  The  current 
success  of  this  carefree  romp,  currently  at  the  Broadhurst  Theatre  on 
Broadway,  attests  readily  to  Kingsley’s  versatility  and  attainment 
of  his  interim  mission  of  levity. 

*  *  * 

Note  to  Editors: 

Please  make  following  last-minute  changes  in  credits  for 
"Darkness  at  Noon,"  to  be  presented  in  color  and  in  black  and  white  on 
PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  Monday,  May  2  (NBC -TV,  8-9:30  p.m.,  EDT) :  Rose 
Bogdanoff  replaces  Jerome  Boxhorn,  who  is  ill,  as  costume  designer. 


(more ) 
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4  -  'Darkness  at  Noon' 


Norman  Roland  has  been  ca3t  as  Bogrov,  formerly  listed  for  Robert 
Gibbons.  Gibbons  will  be  seen  as  a  sailor,  as  will  Prank  Grosso, 

Jerry  Stiller,  Joe  Abdullah  and  Bill  Lazarus.  Robert  McQueeney  is 
now  cast  as  "102,"  instead  of  the  Storm  Trooper.  James  Elward  has 
the  latter  part.  Lois  Holmes  will  be  seen  as  a  neighbor  woman.  Judge 
and  guards  will  be  played  by  Steve  Gray,  Steve  Gravers,  Charles  Rae 
King  and  Richard  Bull, 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


CORRECTION: 

The  NBC  release  concerning  "Caesar's  Show  Train" 
in  the  Daily  News  Report  of  Tuesday,  April  26,  was  on 
the  right  track.  But  the  heading  was  derailed  with 
the  wrong  date  for  the  telecast.  The  story  and  all 
program  details  referred  to  CAESAR'S  HOUR  of  Monday, 

May  9  (8-9  p.m,,  EDT) .  That's  the  correct  date. 

The  heading  incorrectly  read  "May  7." 

STEVE  ALLEN’S  "PSYCHIATRIST"  SERIES  WILL  BE  FEATURED  ON 
"TONIGHT"  ONE  HOUR  EARLIER  THAN  ANNOUNCED  SCHEDULE 

"The  Psychiatrist,"  the  new  series  which  Steve  Allen  will 
introduce  during  his  Tuesday,  May  3  TONIGHT  program  (NBC-TV,  11:30  p.m. 
to  1  a.m.,  EDT,  Monday  through  Friday)  will  be  scheduled  during  the 
segment  from  11:30  p.m,  to  12  midnight,  rather  than  at  12:30  a.m.  as 
originally  announced. 

The  case-history  stories  of  psychoanalysis  which  constitute 
the  subject  matter  of  the  series  will  be  particularly  apropos  at 
that  time  since  the  week  of  May  2  is  National  Mental  Health  Week. 

"The  Psychiatrist"  is  the  culmination  of  two  years  planning  by  Allen 
and  his  actress  wife,  Jayne  Meadows,  who  will  serve  as  production 
adviser  for  the  series. 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  28,  1955 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  SCHOLARSHIP  AND  FELLOWSHIP  PROGRAMS 
ANNOUNCED  BY  RCA  AND  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 

Yale  University,  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  and  Iowa  Stace 
University  Each  Receive  Grants;  Special  NBC  'Presidents  Award' 

Established  in  Field  of  Drama 

The  establishment  of  an  RCA-NBC  scholarship  and  fellowship 
program  to  help  perpetuate  high  standards  in  radio  and  television 
drama  was  announced  today  by  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr.,  President  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company. 

Mr.  Weaver  also  announced  the  establishment  of  a  special  NBC 
"Presidents  Award,"  of  between  $4,000  and  $6,000,  for  an  individual  who 
has  demonstrated  unusual  creative  promise  in  the  field  of  drama. 

The  drama  schools  of  Yale  University,  Carnegie  Institute  of 
Technology  and  Iowa  State  University  will  share  in  the  RCA-NBC  scholar¬ 
ship  and  fellowship  grants,  aimed  at  helping  to  replenish  the  fund  of 
talent  from  which  the  network  constantly  draws  for  its  many  dramatic 
productions . 

"It  is  RCA  and  NBC's  intent  in  establishing  this  scholarship 
and  fellowship  program  to  aid  in  the  development  of  young  men  and 

(more) 
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2  -  RCA-NBC  Scholarships 


women  who  show  unusual  skill  and  promise  in  the  drama  field,  and  to 
assist  them  in  attaining  the  necessary  education  and  experience," 

Mr,  Weaver  said. 

The  RCA-NBC  Scholarships  at  Yale  University,  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology  and  Iowa  State  University  are  for  a  sum  of 
$800  a  year  for  each  student  selected.  The  scholarships  will  be 
granted  each  year  to  undergraduate  students  selected  by  the 
universities , 

The  RCA-NBC  Fellowships  which  have  been  established  at 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  and  Yale  University  will  each  provide 
a  grant  not  to  exceed  $3 >500  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the 
education  of  graduate  students  who  have  demonstrated  unusual  talent  in 
the  field  of  dramatic  arts.  Of  this  amount,  $750  per  year  is  a  grant 
in  aid  to  each  university.  Selection  of  the  graduate  students  will  be 
made  by  the  universities. 

The  NBC  "Presidents  Award"  of  not  less  than  $4,000  and  not 
more  than  $6,000  will  be  established  as  a  grant  to  an  individual 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  35 >  who  has  shown  outstanding  talent  and 
creativeness  in  the  field  of  drama.  The  award  will  give  the 
recipient  an  opportunity  to  study  and  work  under  great  directors  or 
producers  of  the  theatre,  both  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 
Competition  for  this  award  will  be  open  to  all,  and  final  selection 
will  be  made  by  NBC. 

All  three  programs  are  designed  to  provide  adequate 
assistance  to  the  individuals  at  various  stages  of  professional  and 
academic  development. 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  28,  1955 

UNIVERSITY  OP  CHICAGO  SERIES— 'NEW  WORLD  ' —REPLACING  'ROUNDTABLE' 

ON  NBC  RADIO;  WILL  BE  A  REGULAR  FEATURE  ON  NEW  'MONITOR'  PROGRAM 

"New  World,"  a  radio  program  with  a  flexibility  of  format 
and  variety  of  theme  new  to  educational  broadcasting,  will  be  in¬ 
corporated  as  a  regular  feature  on  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC  weekend  radio 
service  which  will  be  introduced  on  Sunday,  June  12. 

Produced  in  cooperation  with  the  University  of  Chicago, 

"New  World"  replaces  that  institution's  famous  "Roundtable."  "New 
World"  will  occupy  one  of  the  largest  single  blocks  on  "Monitor,"  as 
it  will  be  heard  each  Sunday  from  11:35  a.m.  until  noon,  EDT. 

James  Fleming,  executive  producer  of  "Monitor"  and  himself 
an  alumnus  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  said,  "'New  World'  promises 
to  become  one  of  'Monitor's'  most  exciting  features.  We  are  delighted 
that  the  University  of  Chicago  has  made  its  vast  resources  available 
to  our  new  broadcasting  service." 

The  purpose  of  "New  World"  will  be  to  illustrate  the  dual 

role  of  universities  in  contributing  to  the  rapidly  changing  pattern 

of  modern  civilization  and  in  solving  the  problems  scientists  and 

scholars  have  helped  to  create.  Having,  for  example,  been  largely 

responsible  for  the  atomic  age,  specialists  of  the  universities  are 

now  working  on  the  answers  to  the  problems  which  the  world  faces 

because  of  nuclear  energy.  ,  . 

(more ) 
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2  -  ‘Monitor' 


In  the  judgment  of  Edward  W.  Rosenheim,  Jr.,  radio  director 
at  the  University  of  Chicago,  "New  World"  will  provide  a  new  and 
broader  opportunity  for  educational  network  broadcasting. 

"This  new  program,"  he  said,  "will  have  the  flexibility  to 
present  many  interesting  aspects  of  the  relations  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  of  education  and  research,  to  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

The  work  of  natural  scientists,  social  scientists,  humanists  and  all 
other  specialists  in  the  academic  community  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
the  issues  unique  to  our  times.  It  is  this  aspect  of  the  world  of 
learning  which  'New  World'  will  interpret." 

As  did  the  "Roundtable,"  "New  World"  will  draw  not  only  upon 
the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  but  also  will  use  many  out¬ 
side  authorities  as  the  needs  of  the  particular  program  indicate. 

The  "University  of  Chicago  Roundtable"  will  be  heard  for  the 
last  time  on  Sunday,  June  12.  A  pioneer  educational  broadcast  and  the 
first  to  be  presented  without  a  script,  it  began  locally  over  Station 
WMAQ  in  Chicago  on  Feb.  1,  1931*  and  became  an  NBC  network  feature  on 
Oct.  15,  1933.  "Roundtable"  has  been  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Judith  Waller,  NBC's  Chicago  director  of  public  affairs  and  education, 
since  its  inception.  Miss  Waller  will  serve  as  NBC  supervisor  of  the 
"New  World"  series  for  "Monitor." 
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COLOR  TELEVISION  NEWS 


A  SERVICE  OF 

"DARKNESS  AT  NOON"  IS  "HONEST  EXPOSE  OF  COMMUNIST  MYTH," 
SAYS  DELBERT  MANN,  DIRECTING  TV  PRODUCTION  FOR 
"PRODUCERS T  SHOWCASE"  MONDAY,  MAY  2 


Delbert  Mann,  young  director  whose  personal  star  rose  in  the 
video  medium,  believes  that  "Darkness  at  Noon"  is  the  challenging  type 
of  show  about  Communism  that  TV  can  do  graphically  and  with  documentary 
candor. 

Mann  is  directing  Sidney  Kingsley's  prize-winning  anti¬ 
communist  drama  on  PRODUCERS'  SHOWCASE  Monday.  May  2  (NBC-TV, 

8-9:30  p.m,,  EDT)  The  production,  to  be  presented  in  color  and  in 
black  and  white,  stars  Lee  J.  Cobb,  David  Wayne,  Ruth  Roman,  Oscar 
Homolka  and  Joseph  Wiseman. 

"So  far  as  we  in  the  Western  world  know, "  says  Mann,  "the 
premise  put  forth  in  'Darkness  at  Noon'  is  essentially  a  truthful  story. 
The  script  doesn’t  attack  Communism  on  wild  charges  of  radicalism  or 
similar  cliches.  Rather  it  tells  the  deeply  moving  story  of  a  sincere 
man  who  had  ideals  and  who  believed  in  the  truth  of  his  ideology,  only 
to  be  disillusioned  by  what  he  sees.  This  is  an  honest  expose  of  the 
Communist  myth,  rather  than  a  merely  sensational  fiction,  A 3  srch  it 
has  validity  and  timeliness.  It  is  also  challenging,  exciting  and  very 
stimulating  from  the  physical  production  standpoint,  as  pure 
television. " 

Delbert  Mann  is  especially  qualified  to  know  a  likely  TV 
script  when  he  sees  one.  Since  the  autumn  of  19^9*  he  has  been  a 

(more ) 
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’  Darkness  at  Noon’ 


director  on  one  of  video fs  most  highly  considered  dramatic  programs, 
"Television  Playhouse,"  Among  the  widely  acclaimed  teleplays  he  has 
directed  have  been  "Van  Gogh,"  Henry  James’  "The  Marriage,"  F,  Scott 
Fitzgerald’s  "The  Rich  Boy,"  Sinclair  Lewis’  "Bethel  Merriday"  (which 
introduced  Grace  Kelly  to  TV  for  the  first  time),  and  Paddy  Chayef sky’s 
stirring  works,  "The  Mother,"  "The  Bachelor  Party"  and  "Marty,"  When 
Chayefsky  adapted  "Marty"  for  the  screen,  Mann  went  to  Hollywood  to 
re-create  his  directorial  efforts  and  again  produced  a  smash  hit. 

Mann  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  on  Jan.  30,  1920.  His 
father  is  a  college  professor  and  the  family  moved  to  Pennsylvania, 
Chicago  and  ultimately  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as  the  commitments  of  Mann, 
pere,  dictated.  Delbert  attended  high  school  in  Nashville,  and  earned 
his  B.A.  from  Vanderbilt  University  there  in  1941.  From  1945  to  1947 
he  immersed  himself  in  theatrical  studies  at  the  Yale  Department  of 
Drama . 

Del  Mann  first  met  Fred  Coe,  now  executive  producer  of  the 
"Producers’  Showcase"  series,  at  the  Nashville  Community  Playhouse  when 
both  were  neophyte  actors.  Later  Mann  was  assistant  director  and  actor 
in  Summer  shows  Coe  directed  there  in  1938-39.  He  subsequently 
succeeded  Coe  as  director  of  the  Town  Theatre  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  for 
two  years.  He  furthered  his  experience  by  becoming  stage  manager  of 
the  Wellesley  Summer  Theatre,  where  he  had  his  first  taste  of  working 
closely  with  top-level  stars, 

Coe  had  meanwhile  become  a  production  official  for  NBC-TV, 
and  he  invited  Mann  to  join  the  organization  as  an  assistant  director 
in  June,  1949.  Within  a  few  months  Mann  was  busy  in  the  new  medium  as 
director  of  such  shows  as  "Lights  Out,"  "Waiting  for  the  Break,"  "Mary, 
Kay  and  Johnny"  and  "Theatre  of  the  Mind."  However,  directing  for 

(more ) 
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8  ~  ’  Darkness  at  Noon* 


"Television  Playhouse"  has  occupied  him  chiefly  since  late  in  1949. 

He  remains  one  of  the  three  alternate  directors  of  this  popular 
series . 

Mann's  chief  ambition,  which  he  may  realize  next  season 
should  his  schedule  permit,  is  to  direct  TV,  films  and  play,  alter¬ 
nately.  The  current  screen  version  of  "Marty"  has  resulted  in  many 
bids  for  him  to  return  to  Hollywood,  though  he  is  also  reading  scripts 
with  his  eye  on  Broadway. 

Mann  is  married  to  the  former  Ann  Caroline  Gillespie,  with 
whom  he  once  worked  on  the  college  newspaper.  They  were  both  graduates 
of  the  same  class  in  1941.  The  Manns  now  have  three  children:  David, 

9 i  Frederick  (named  after  Fred  Coe),  4J,  and  Barbara  Susan,  2|-,  who 
was  born  while  her  father  was  in  the  midst  of  directing  a  "Television 
Playhouse"  show  on  the  air  I  Mann’s  father  is  a  professor  of 
sociology  at  no  fewer  than  three  institutions  of  higher  learning  in 
Nashville,  His  mother  is  an  official  of  the  State  Welfare  Department 
of  Tennessee.  He  also  has  two  younger  sisters. 

The  handsome  young  director  is  6’  2-|"  tall,  weighs  165 
pounds  and  has  brown  hair  and  brown  eyes, 

- o - 
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_ 

NOTED  FIGURES  OF  THEATRE  TO  APPEAR  ON  HELEN  HAYES 

TRIBUTE  ON  NBC  RADIO’S  "BIOGRAPHIES  IN  SOUND" 

■$$>  - 

Helen  Hayes  will  be  the  subject  of  the  Sunday ,  May  8 .  edition 

of  NBC  News1  radio  series,  BIOGRAPHIES  IN  SOUND  (7-7:55  p.m.,  EDT). 

Everyone  from  a  boyhood  sweetheart  (who  will  recite  a  love 

poem  —  lo,  these  many  years  later)  to  critic  John  Mason  Brown  (who 

will  probe  dispassionately  into  the  elements  of  her  acting  technique) 

will  discuss  the  great  actress. 

Husband  Charles  MacArthur  will  get  into  the  act,  as  will  Ben 

Hecht.  The  playwrighting  team  was  working  on  "The  Front  Page"  v/hile 
MacArthur  was  courting  Miss  Hayes. 

Another  who  will  talk  of  Miss  Hayes  will  be  Bethel  Leslie,  the 

best  friend  of  the  actress’  late  daughter,  and  the  girl  she  took  on  as 
a  protege  after  Mary  MacArthur  died. 

Mark  Hanna,  Miss  Hayes'  manager  of  20  years’  standing,  will  be 
heard  -  -  as  will  Lawrence  Langner  and  Theresa  Helburn,  co-directors  of 
the  Theatre  Guild;  producer  Margaret  Webster,  and  Mary  Chase,  author  of 
"Mrs.  McThing." 

And  then,  of  course,  there  will  be  Miss  Hayes  herself, 
declaiming  scenes  from  some  of  her  great  plays. 

"Biographies  in  Sound"  are  produced  by  Joseph  0.  Meyers. 

Leon  Pearson  will  narrate  the  Helen  Hayes  show. 
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JUDITH  ANDERSON  HONORED  FOR  PORTRAYAL  OF  LADY  MACBETH 

IN  'HALL  OF  FAME'  COLORCAST 

Judith  Anderson  has  been  cited  by  the  American  Shakespeare 
Festival  for  her  individual  contribution  during  the  past  year  to 
Shakespearean  drama  and  the  Elizabethan  theatre,  specifically  "for  her 
performance  as  Lady  Macbeth  in  the  Hallmark  Television  production  of 
TMacbeth',"  Miss  Anderson  co-starred  with  Maurice  Evans  in  his  two- 
hour  version  of  Shakespeare's  classic  on  NBC-TV's  HALLMARK  HALL  OF 

FAME  Sunday,  Nov.  28,  1954,  in  color  and  in  black  and  white. 

The  award  to  Miss  Anderson  was  in  the  form  of  a  bronze  medallion 
with  a  bas  relief  of  Shakespeare,  appropriately  engraved,  Lawrence 
Langner,  president  of  the  Festival,  presented  seven  awards  for  special 
contributions  during  a  cocktail  party  given  recently  for  the  Sponsor¬ 
ing  Theatre  Committee  at  the  Waldorf -Astoria  Hotel  in  New  York  City, 
especially  for  the  presentation  of  the  Second  Annual  Shakespeare 
Awards.  Miss  Anderson  was  the  only  actress  so  honored.  In  her 
absence,  the  award  was  accepted  for  Miss  Anderson  by  Armina  Marshall, 
a  co-director  of  the  Theatre  Guild, 

GEORGE  GOBEL,  CHILD  GUIDANCE  EXPERT, 

GIVES  VIEWS  IN  COLLIER'S  ARTICLE 

George  Gobel  reveals  some  interesting  ideas  on  child  guidance 
in  an  article  in  the  current  (May  13)  Collier's  Magazine,  He  includes 
some  of  his  own  problems  as  the  father  of  three  youngsters, 

"Don't  get  the  idea  that  I  don't  like  children,"  says  George. 
"Especially  in  the  Summer .. .when  they're  away  at  camp.  Or  in  the 
Winter , ..when  they're  away  at  school.  Or  between  dark  and  daylight 
when  the  night  is  beginning  to  lower,  when  there's  a  pause  in  the  day's 
occupations  that  is  known  as  bedtime.  And  that's  when  children  are 
really  a  joy.  When  they're  in  bed.  Asleep." 

THE  GEORGE  GOBEL  SHOW  is  seen  on  NBC-TV  Saturdays  at  10  p.m., 

EDT. 
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CREDITS  FOR  "THE  DESERT  SONG/'  MAX  LIEBMAN 1 S  NBC-TV  COLOR  SPECTACULAR, 

SATURDAY,  MAY  1,  9  TO  10:30  P,M.,  EDT 


PROGRAM: 


TIME: 

STARS : 

PRODUCER- DIRECTOR: 


THE  DESERT  SONG,  a  Max  Liebman  Spec¬ 
tacular,  In  color  and  in  black  and 
white . 

NBC-TV,  Saturday,  May  7,  9  to 
10:30  p . m . ,  EDT . 

Nelson  Eddy,  Gale  Sherwood,  Otto 
Kruger,  Salvatore  Baccaloni,  John 
Conte,  Viola  Essen,  Earl  William. 

Max  Liebman 


ASSOCIATE  PRODUCER- DIRECTOR: 
MUSIC  BY: 

LYRICS  BY: 

BOOK  BY: 

TELEVISION  ADAPTATION  BY: 


Bill  Hob in 
Sigmund  Romberg 

Oscar  Hammerstein  II,  Frank  Mandel 
Otto  Harbach 

William  Friedberg,  Neal  Simon, 

Will  Glickman 


BOOK  DIRECTOR: 


Milton  Lyon 


COSTUMES  BY: 
SCENIC  DESIGNER: 
MUSIC  DIRECTOR: 


Paul  du  Pont 
Frederick  Fox 
Charles  Sanford 


ARRANGEMENTS  BY: 

CHORAL  DIRECTOR: 

CHORAL  ARRANGEMENTS: 
CHOREOGRAPHY: 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PRODUCER: 
NBC  SUPERVISOR: 

NBC  PRESS  REPRESENTATIVE: 


Irwin  Kostal 
Clay  Warnick 

Clay  Warnick  and  Mel  Pahl 

Rod  Alexander 

Max  Siegel 

Hal  Janis 

Betty  Ann  Lanigan 
*  *  * 


(Eleven  NBC  Spectaculars  have  hit  the  Nielsen  top-10  rating 
list,  and  14  have  been  in  the  top  15.) 
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TRADE  NEWS 


April  29,  1955 

NBC  PRESIDENT  SYLVESTER  L*  WEAVER  JR.  ANNOUNCES  NETWORK'S 
MULTI -MILLION  DOLLAR  PLAN  FOR  TALENT  AND  SHOW  DEVELOPMENT 

Tells  Chicago  Executives  Club  of  TV’s  Opportunities  And 
Responsibilities  in  Growing  Age  of  Automation 

CHICAGO,  APRIL  29  --  NBC  is  undertaking  a  multi-million 
dollar  talent  and  show  development  program  including  an  international 
search  for  new  performing  and  writing  talent,  it  was  announced  today 
by  Sylvester  L.  We aver  Jr.,  President  of  NBC,  in  an  address  before  the 
Chicago  Executives  Club  at  the  Morrison  Hotel  here. 

Mr,  Weaver  said  the  project  would  be  aimed  at  uncovering 
new  sources  of  writing,  of  comedy,  of  dramatic  acting,  dancing  and 
singing,  direction  and  production  talent.  He  said  it  represented  an 
expression  of  NBC's  faith  in  the  future  of  network  television  and  an 
indication  of  its  determination  to  keep  television  alive,  fresh  and 
exciting  in  the  years  ahead. 

As  the  first  step  in  the  new  project,  Mr.  Weaver  announced 
that  the  NBC  Comedy  Development  Plan,  an  organized  nationwide  plan 
for  the  discovery,  development  and  maturing  of  the  comedians  of  the 
future,  is  being  broadened  and  expedited.  In  the  field  of  music,  NBC 

(more) 
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2  -  Sylvester  L.  Weaver  Jr. 


is  now  negotiating  with  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein  to  do  an  original 
opera  for  television,  he  revealed,  adding  that  the  noted  Broadway 
collaborators  "are  excited  and  want  to  do  such  a  piece," 

Mr,  Weaver  listed  the  following  as  typical  of  other  projects 
now  under  consideration: 

Use  of  NBC's  television  interconnection  facilities,  now 
idle  during  local  programming  time,  as  an  "audition  cable" 
that  will  permit  programming  executives  to  see  acts  or 
programs  developed  by  local  stations  with  local  talent  for 
possible  network  use. 

Development  of  network  programs,  possibly  on  a  monthly 
schedule,  from  local  programs  picked  up  from  various  origina¬ 
tion  points  around  the  country. 

Providing  scholarships  for  outstanding  graduates  of 
dramatic  schools. 

Assisting  Broadway  producers  in  casting  their  plays  with 
the  eventual  hope  of  building  fresh  talent  for  future  tele¬ 
vision  roles. 

Using  radio  programs  as  showcases  for  testing  future 
television  performers, 

Mr.  Weaver  pointed  out  that  NBC  is  already  searching 
European  nations  for  new  artists  to  appear  on  network  programs.  Sol 
Hurok,  the  noted  impresario,  is  now  abroad  on  this  phase  of  NBC's 
continual  quest  for  fresh  talent,  he  pointed  out.  And  Samuel 
Chotzinoff,  producer  of  the  NBC  operas,  is  now  in  England  talking  with 
Benjamin  Britten  and  Sir  William  Walton,  on  commissions  for  two  new 
original  operas. 


(more) 
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3  -  Sylvester  L,  Weaver  Jr, 


"We  plan  to  explore  every  conceivable  source  of  writing,  of 
comedy,  of  dramatic  acting,  dancing  and  singing,  direction  and 
production  talent,"  Mr.  Weaver  said.  "We  are  convinced  that  only 
through  development  of  fresh  ideas  and  formats,  of  new  talents  and 
new  shows,  can  television  sustain  and  broaden  the  sense  of  excitement 
and  public  interest  that  has  been  apparent  in  its  first  eight  years. 

"Of  course,  this  type  of  talent  research  project  can  be 
under-written  only  through  profits  from  other  broadcasting  operations. 
Broadcast  company  profit  today  is  modest  compared  to  returns  from  many 
other  American  industries." 

NBC  executives  have  tried  to  shape  television  as  a  great 
enterprise  to  serve  all  segments  of  the  public,  all  segments  of  the 
advertising  world  and  to  serve  them  well  and  positively,  Mr.  Weaver 
explained . 

"In  the  course  of  accomplishing  these  objectives,  we  have 
made  decisions  and  taken  action  again  and  again  that  would  be  in 
conflict  with  the  safe,  quickly  profitable  action,"  he  continued.  "We 
have  built  projects  that  required  large  gambles  and  that  pay  off  when 
successful  only  by  almost  getting  back  the  money  we  put  into  them.  It 
is  true  that  in  the  great  network  enterprise,  the  payoff  is  in  more 
than  intangibles.  But,  still  the  projects  would  be  hard  to  sell 
except  in  the  frame  of  reference  of  the  great  network  service. 

"A  program  company  would  find  it  hard  to  sell  such  programs 
as  "Today"  and  "Home"  or  even  consider  things  like  the  Spectaculars 
or  the  Telementaries .  And,  of  course,  no  program  service  can  under¬ 
write  the  news  service,  the  real  world  coverage,  the  sports  world 
coverage  like  a  network  operation.  Rather,  a  program  enterprise  would 

(more ) 
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aim  always  at  the  conventional  program,  at  the  lowest  possible  cost 
per  thousand,  at  the  heavy  user  group  and  not  worry  about  the  decline 
in  total  audience,  in  cumulative  audience,  in  total  service  to  all 
elements.  This  is  a  part  of  our  investment  in  prestige  and  stature.” 

Reviewing  the  fabulous  success  of  "Peter  Pan,”  a  Spectacular 
which  attracted  an  audience  of  67>000,000,  a  feat  never  before 
attained  in  the  history  of  entertainment,  Mr.  Weaver  said: 

"That  was  a  costly  show  by  any  entertainment  standard.  No 
single  station,  no  group  of  stations,  would  have  resources  to  under¬ 
take  it.  Only  the  strong  national  network  could  have  attempted  it, 
only  one  with  great  resources  would  have  gambled  so  much  on  a  single 

show. " 

Turning  to  the  future,  Mr.  Weaver  pointed  out  that  automated 
factories  will  give  America  super-mass  production  including  a 
tremendously  increased  flood  of  products  heretofore  impossible  of 
manufacture  because  of  limitations  on  the  human  mind  and  body. 
Automation  in  the  factory  will  bring  about  new  concepts  in  selling  in 
which  more  and  more  of  the  responsibility  for  the  total  selling 
process  will  be  placed  upon  advertising,  he  predicted.  While  much 
of  the  increase  in  production  achieved  through  automation  will  be 
absorbed  by  an  increased  population  perhaps  exceeding  220  millions  in 
20  years  the  real  key  to  total  absorption  is  mass  communications, 

he  declared. 

"Network  television,  particularly  color  television,  has  the 
unique  and  powerful  ability  to  move  goods  on  a  massive  scale,  to 
maintain  formidable  upward  production  schedules  required  for  the 
impending  age  of  automation,"  Mr.  Weaver  said.  Of  all  mass 

(more) 
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advertising  media,  television  has  made  the  greatest  progress  in  the 
past  decade  in  selling  the  products  of  American  industries." 

Television  will  measure  up  fully  to  its  increased 
responsibility  in  the  era  of  automation,  Mr.  Weaver  assured  his 
audience.  Color,  luminescent  screens  and  smaller,  lighter,  portable 
sets  may  make  it  possible  to  predict  set  circulation  of  100  million 
or  more  by  1975  and  saturation  as  high  as  90  per  cent,  he  asserted. 

"The  truth  is  that  television  will  be  much  bigger  than  it 
is  today,"  Mr.  Weaver  concluded.  "It  will  have  far  greater 
responsibility  in  entertainment  and  enlightenment.  More  than  ever 
it  is  going  to  be  vital  to  have  strong  network  organizations  so  that 
television  remains  an  influence  for  good  --  that  it  lives  up  to  its 
potential  --  that  it  be  not  depressed  into  a  living  room  toy. 

"We  are  entering  an  age  of  automation  wherein  the  age-old 
dream  of  Western  Man  for  a  Good  Society  can  rapidly  be  reached  if 
the  incentive  system  is  catalyzed  by  the  power  and  impact  and  all¬ 
pervasiveness  and  unanswerable  sales  effectiveness  of  color  tele¬ 
vision.  We  need  this  power  to  electrify  our  people  and  to  make  them 
work  harder  and  produce  more  and  consume  more  and  know  more  and 
learn  more  and  be  better  informed  and  better  people." 
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VETERAN  NEWSMEN  TO  HOLD  KEY  POSTS  ON  'MONITOR' 

C-l,  - £1,  s*. - J 

A  A  V  *i» 

Occupying  key  spots  on  the  staff  of  MONITOR,  the  new  NBC 
weekend  radio  service  which  will  be  introduced  with  a  one-hour 
simulcast  on  Sunday,  June  12  (4-5  p.m.,  EDT)  are  veteran  newsmen 
Burroughs  H.  (Buck)  Prince  and  Mike  Zeamer. 

Prince  serves  as  managing  editor  of  "Monitor"  which, 
following  the  introductory  simulcast,  will  be  heard  each  weekend, 
beginning  Saturday,  June  18,  from  8  a.m.  Saturday  until  Sunday 
midnight,  EDT.  Zeamer  is  entertainment  producer  on  the  new  unit. 

I 

Both  Prince  and  Zeamer  were  associated  with  Jim  Fleming, 
executive  producer  of  "Monitor,"  on  two  other  shows,  NBC-TV's  "Today" 
and  NBC  Radio's  "Voices  and  Events." 

Buck  Prince,  who  was  born  in  Loris,  S.C.,  is  a  newsman  with 
years  of  solid  experience  on  both  newspapers  and  in  broadcasting. 

He  began  his  news  career  as  a  future  writer  for  the  Greenville  (S.C.) 
News  while  still  an  undergraduate  at  Furman  University. 

After  his  graduation  from  Furman,  Prince  joined  the 
Spartanburg  (S.C.)  Herald -Journal  as  a  reporter.  He  then  moved  on  to 
the  Columbia  (S.C,)  Record,  starting  as  a  news  reporter  and  subse¬ 
quently  becoming  city  editor  and  then  managing  editor.  At  23,  Prince 
was  the  youngest  managing  editor  of  a  daily  newspaper  in  the  nation. 

(more) 
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Monitor ' 


The  genial  South  Carolinian  then  jumped  a  long  way  from 
home,  joining  the  Binghamton  (N.Y«)  Press  as  news  editor.  He  did 
later  hitches  with  the  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Standard -Times  as  city 
editor  and  with  the  Providence  Journal  as  foreign  editor.  In  1942, 
he  resigned  from  the  Journal  to  come  to  NBC  as  news  editor. 

Prince  later  was  named  as  night  operations  manager  of  the 
NBC  News  Department.  He  then  became  associate  producer  of  "Voices 
and  Events,"  which  was  produced  and  narrated  by  Jim  Fleming  and  won 
several  citations,  including  an  Ohio  State  award.  In  January  of  1951, 
Fleming  and  Prince  were  members  of  the  original  "Today"  staff,  Jim  as 
news  editor  and  Buck  as  night  news  editor.  Prince  recently  left  the 
"Today"  unit  to  join  Fleming  in  mapping  the  plans  for  "Monitor." 

Thirty-year-old  Mike  Zeamer  likewise  used  the  newspaper 
business  as  a  springboard  to  broadcasting,  and  has  come  a  long  way  in 
10  years.  Following  in  his  father's  footsteps,  Mike  started  his 
career  as  a  newspaper  reporter,  serving  on  the  Lancaster  (Pa.)  New 
Era  and  later  the  Memphis  Commercial -Appeal  and  the  Detroit  Times. 

Zeamer  came  to  NBC  as  a  radio  newsman  and  eventually  worked 
himself  into  the  director's  chair  on  such  top  programs  as  "Voices  and 
Events,"  "Camel  News  Caravan"  and  "Who  Said  That?"  He  also  directed 
several  outstanding  documentaries,  including  "Combat  Mission,"  "The 
Big  Flood"  and  "Fire  in  the  City." 

Subsequently  he  was  a  director  on  the  "Today"  staff  and  on 
the  Friday  night  "Dave  Garroway  Show."  Garroway,  incidentally,  will 
serve  as  a  communicator  on  "Monitor,"  presiding  over  a  four-hour  block 
of  entertainment  and  information  on  the  new  service. 

- o - 
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DR.  PRANCES  HORWICH  OP  "DING  DONG  SCHOOL"  WILL  MOVE  TO  NEW  YORK 
TO  FULFILL  DUTIES  AS  NEWLY-NAMED  SUPERVISOR 
OP  CHILDREN’S  PROGRAMS  FOR  NBC 

Dr.  Prances  Horwich,  star  and  producer  of  NBC-TV’s  "Ding 
Dong  School,  "  will  leave  Chicago  late  next  month  and  make  her  permanent 
home  in  New  York  in  order  to  fulfill  her  responsibilities  as  newly- 
appointed  Supervisor  of  Children’s  Programs  for  NBC. 

Dr.  Horwich  said  today  in  Chicago  that  she  and  her  husband, 
Harvey  Horwich,  have  made  the  decision  to  leave  that  city  "with  great 
reluctance."  Chicago  has  been  the  home  of  "Ding  Dong  School"  since  the 
program’s  start  in  1952. 

In  addition  to  her  new  supervisory  post,  Dr.  Horwich  serves 
on  the  network’s  recently  established  Children’s  Programs  Review 
Committee  with  Mrs.  Douglas  Horton  and  Dr.  Robert  F.  Goldenson.  Dr, 
Horwich  said  her  duties  on  this  committee,  which  functions  in  New  York, 
require  an  increasing  amount  of  time  for  conferences  with  NBC  program 
executives  and  outside  agencies,  making  greater  demands  on  her  already 
limited  free  time . 

"Ding  Dong  School"  will  originate  from  NBC’s  New  York  studios 
starting  Wednesday,  June  1.  Accompanying  Dr.  Horwich  to  New  York  will 

(more ) 
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2  -  Frances  Horwich 

be  Len  Salvo  Jr.,  director  of  "Ding  Dong  School";  Charles  Stamps, 
research  assistant  for  the  program;  and  Virginia  Johnson,  her  secretary. 

In  expressing  her  regret  at  leaving  Chicago,  Dr.  Horwich 
said,  "Chicago  has  been  unbelieveably  good  to  the  Horwich  family  and 
we  have  made  our  home  here  for  many  years.  It  was  here  that  I  began 
my  career  as  a  teacher  some  20  years  ago,  and  was  given  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  further  development  and  growth  in  the  field  of  early  childhood 
education.  The  fine  reception  accorded  fDing  Dong  School’  on  its 
inception  as  a  local  program  in  October,  1952  was  in  a  great  part 
responsible  for  its  later  success  on  the  NBC  network." 

Dr.  Horwich  also  expressed  grateful  appreciation  to  Jules 
Herbuveaux,  general  manager  of  Station  WNBQ;  Judith  Waller,  NBC 
director  of  public  affairs  and  education,  and  WNBQ,  program  manager 
George  Heinemann,  all  of  whom  "had  important  roles  in  the  launching 
and  subsequent  success  of  ’Ding  Dong  School'." 

"Ding  Dong  School"  is  telecast  Mondays  through  Fridays, 
10-10:30  a.m.,  EDT. 
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CONVICTS  WILL  BE  HEARD  DIRECT  FROM  PRISONS  IN 

NBC  RADIO  DOCUMENTARY  SERIES,  ’THE  LOSER' 

■k - *  # - # 

’’I've  had  enough  of  justice.  Now  I  want  mercy..." 

"I  had  never  met  God  before,  but  when  I  did,  I  made  a 
bargain  with  Him  that  if  He'd  just  let  me  walk  again,  I'd  meet  Him 
half  way. . . " 

You'll  hear  these  and  other  statements,  some  startling, 
surprising,  humorous,  incredible  --  but  all  of  them  revealing  and  all 
of  them  true  --  when  the  NBC  Radio  Network  presents  the  weekly,  graphic, 
on-the-scene  documentary  of  THE  LOSER  starting  Thursday.  May  5 
(9:30  to  9:55  p.m.,  EDT). 

"The  Loser"  will  have  prisoners,  both  men  and  women,  telling 
in  their  own  voices  the  story  of  their  lives  and  crimes.  These  inmates 
of  San  Quentin,  Folsom,  Terminal  Island,  Chino,  the  Corona  Institute 
for  ’Women  and  other  prisons  include  murderers,  rapists,  forgers,  safe 
crackers,  to  pinpoint  a  few.  They  have  voluntarily  consented  to 
reveal  what  started  them  on  their  life  of  crime  --  baring  such  details 
as  their  childhood  and  leading  up  to  their  ultimate  capture  and 
incarceration  --  in  order  that  others  may  benefit  from  their  mistakes. 
All  background  sounds  heard  during  the  prisoners'  revelations  of  their 
innermost  thoughts,  hopes  and  fears  will  be  the  real  thing  --no  studio 
effects  are  to  be  employed. 

(more ) 


PRESS  DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY,  30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA,  NEW  YORK  20,  NEW  YORK 


•  ' 


..  •  ■  ■  ;  .. 


. •  r  '  ■'  -  "ic  v.' ■:  h'^rl  stv4*!" 

' 

'  '  ■■■'■•  :  S'  I" 

.  . ;  V,:,v:  'll 

'  '  '  r:  •  •  V 

...  •  •  ‘ 

.  r-  '  '  ■'  : 

• .  •.  '■  u-e  ■ 

•  ‘  0£*r 


grill!.  ■ 

• 

• 

.  .  ■ 

, 

■ :.  n  ■  t’T 

•  .  ■  .  1  :  •  L»:jc  ' ; .  m.o'W  ’  1 

'  ■  ■  ..  Si  in  ■  :  ..  .  •  .  ’lioiojs 

v’  :  :  ■  v.  ‘  1  G  v 

-■  :  '  i  ■  *1  j  o n\t 

•  ■  '  .  S  ‘  Xi  'li  ■*;. 

■  V-  ■  •'  .  .•'••••..  n  V,  ■  •;  '■  ,'i  3U  '  i 

».  ,  ■■  .  ■  .■  . 

..  .  ,\ 


2  -  fThe  Loser ’ 


The  initial  broadcast  will  be  a  frank,  startling  interview 
with  a  beautiful,  29-year-old  woman.  Between  escapes  from  the  San 
Diego  County  Jail,  Tehachapi,  Patton  and  Corona  (from  which  she 
escaped  four  times),  she  tells  how  she  led  a  bizarre  life  of  high 
society,  crime  and  mental  agony. 

"The  Loser"  is  produced  in  cooperation  with  the  Department 
of  Correction,  State  of  California,  and  the  Osborne  Association,  Inc. 
of  New  York  City,  an  aid  society  for  discharged  prisoners.  Richard  A. 
McGee,  director  of  the  Department  of  Correction,  will  serve  as  host 
and  interpretive  guide  to  the  prisoners’  interviews. 

The  series  is  produced  and  edited  by  Homer  Canfield,  former 
NBC  Radio  program  director  in  Hollywood  and  veteran  radio  producer, 
and  Marshall  Kester.  Both  men  spent  many  months  behind  the  various 
prison  walls  to  obtain  these  on-the-scene  factual  accounts.  Announcer 
for  the  series  will  be  Ned  LePevre.  The  program  will  originate  from 
Hollywood. 
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color  television  presents 


A  MAX  LIEBMAN  PRODUCTION 


CONEY  ISLAND  SANDS  IN  NBC’S  BROOKLYN  STUDIOS'  BACKYARD  ARE 
SPURNED  FOR  MORE  APPROPRIATE  VARIETY  FOR  "DESERT  SONG" 
COLORCAST  OF  SATURDAY,  MAY  7  (9-10:30  P.M.,  EDT) 


NBC-TV's  Brooklyn  studios  may  be  in  the  Coney  Island  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  borough,  but  don't  believe  the  rumor  that  the  sand  for 
Max  Liebman's  Saturday,  May  7  color  Spectacular  THE  DESERT  SONG 
(9  to  10:30  p.m.,  EDT)  is  being  filched  from  the  beach  at  Coney! 

According  to  Frederick  Fox,  scenic  designer  for  the 
Liebman  color  extravaganza,  who  has  just  ordered  six  tons  of  sand  for 
the  opening  scenes  of  the  Sigmund  Romberg  operetta,  Sahara  sands  and 
Coney  Island  sands  are  oceans  apart  --  in  more  ways  than  one. 

The  Sahara  version  is  a  light  sienna  shade  which  gives  it 
the  wonderful  reddish  color  found  in  all  paintings  of  the  Sahara. 

Coney  Island  sand  is  reputedly  a  dirty  beige  color.  The  only  place 
you  find  really  white  sand  in  the  United  States,  according  to  Fox, 
is  on  the  Mid-Western  deserts  which  aren't  sand  at  all,  but  gypsum! 

No  gypsum  for  Max  Liebman,  however.  He  wants  six  tons  of 
sand  and  he  wants  them  Sahara  color  so  Fred  Fox  is  having  white 
beach  and  heavier  reddish  gravel  sand  mixed  to  order.  Another  part  of 
the  great  Liebman  desert  won't  be  sand  at  all  --  it  will  be  paint. 
Cameras  would  never  roll  in  sand,  be  it  Sahara  or  Coney  Island 
variety,  so  the  foreground  of  the  Moroccan  desert  will  be  an  optical 
illusion.  Nevertheless,  the  big  sand  dunes  in  the  background  will  be 

(more) 


sand  --  all  sand! 
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’The  Desert  Songf 


Though  the  desert  comes  in  for  much  attention  during  the 
scenes  when  Nelson  Eddy  as  the  Red  Shadow  leads  the  Riffs  in  their 
rousing  Romberg  melodies,  the  operetta  boasts  many  sinuous,  glamorous 
ladies,  complete  in  diaphanous  costumes.  The  setting  for  the  harem 
inhabitants  will  be  done  in  the  lush,  warm,  tones  of  the  Mohammedan 
lands  --  apricot,  lavender,  pale  azure  blues.  Windows  in  the  back¬ 
ground  will  be  of  Saracenic  design,  carved  in  lacy  patterns  and  the 
entire  harem  will  be  draped  in  yards  and  yards  of  chiffon. 

The  luxury  of  the  sets  in  the  Spectacular  version  of  "The 
Desert  Song,"  may  come  as  a  distinct  shock  to  World  War  II  veterans 
who  recall  the  Sahara  as  a  place  far  removed  from  chiffon  drapery 
and  plump,  leather  cushions.  The  scenes  In  the  Moroccan  market 
place  will  lack  the  well-remembered  odors  of  Middle-Eastern  bazaars, 
but  the  narrow  winding  stair-streets,  the  rugs  for  sale,  copper 
pots  on  display  and  the  little  hole-in-the-wall  shops  will  be 
authentic  to  the  last  paint  stroke. 

A  good  part  of  the  action  in  "The  Desert  Song"  takes 
place  in  the  patio  of  General  Birabeau's  (Otto  Kruger's)  mansion. 

As  Gale  Sherwood  (who  plays  Margot  Bonvalet)  and  Nelson  Eddy 
(who  plays  the  dual  role  of  the  Red  Shadow  and  Pierre  BIrabeau) 
warble  their  duets,  the  garden  setting  will  represent  an  oasis  of 
green  in  the  military  post.  Fox  has  envisioned  the  General's 
quarters  as  a  European  modification  of  the  basic  Moroccan  design, 
done  in  stucco  with  multi-colored  tiles. 

Whether  in  the  patio,  in  the  desert  fortress  or  in  the 
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3  -  !The  Desert  Song* 


market  place,  "The  Desert  Song"  will  still  have  as  its  hub  that 
crunchy  six  tons  of  sand.  There  will  be  palm  trees,  men  wearing 
burnooses,  sheiks,  French  legionnaires  and  an  Egyptian  dancer  -- 
but  not  a  camel  in  the  place.  Just  sand. 

(The  telecast  in  compatible  color  will  be  available  on 
standard  sets  in  black  and  white.  Eleven  NBC  Spectaculars  have 
hit  the  Nielsen  top  10  rating  list,  and  14  have  been  in  the  top  15.) 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


JOHN  BORUFF  SIGNED  FOR  TITLE  ROLE  IN  "THE  PSYCHIATRIST," 
MENTAL  HEALTH  DRAMA  TO  BE  INTRODUCED  ON  NBC'S  "TONIGHT" 

Cast  and  Credits  Announced  for  Mental  Health  Program  Preview 

John  Boruff  has  been  signed  to  play  the  title  role  in 
"The  Psychiatrist,"  a  projected  series  which  Steve  Allen 
will  preview  Tuesday,  May  3»  as  a  special  feature  of  his 
NBC -TV  TONIGHT  show.  The  new  dramatic  program  will  make  its 
debut  during  the  first  half  hour  of  the  "Tonight"  show  which 
runs  from  11:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m.,  EDT,  Monday  through  Friday. 

Backing  up  John  Boruff  in  the  initial  offering  are 
Nita  Talbot,  as  the  young  girl  in  need  of  psychiatric 
attention,  and  Ann  Seymour  and  Shaun  Dooley  as  her  troubled 
parents . 

The  show  is  written  by  Howard  Rodman,  A1  Feldstein  and 
Jayne  Meadows,  and  directed  by  Edward  King.  Other  credits 
are:  technical  director,  Otto  Tamburi;  designer,  Jan  Scott; 

graphic  arts,  Jeane  Masse. 

"Psychiatrist"  is  produced  for  Bristad  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  by  Jayne  Meadows  and  Steve  Allen. 
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GISELE  MacKENZIE  STARS  IN  'JUSTICE'  ROLE  OF  STAGE-STRUCK 
SONGSTRESS  FLEECED  OUT  OF  SAVINGS  BY  A  TALENT  AGENT 

Her  Disc  of  Song  on  Show  Will  Be  Distributed  Next  Day 

Gisele  MacKenzie  will  star  in  the  role  of  a  stagestruck 
singer  who  is  fleeced  of  her  life  savings  by  a  phony  Broadway  talent 
agent  during  "Hard  to  Get,"  the  Thursday,  May  12  program  of  JUSTICE 
(NBC-TV,  8:30  p.m.,  EDT) . 

In  her  portrayal  of  the  young  singer  who  attempts  to  reach 

stardom  by  means  of  a  single  recording,  Miss  MacKenzie  will  sing 

"Hard  to  Get"  an  RCA  Victor  release  on  Label  X  which  will  become 

available  in  the  nation's  record  stores  the  day  following  the  tele¬ 
vision  program. 

As  Susan  Davis,  Miss  MacKenzie,  star  of  the  NBC-TV  musical 
program  "Your  Hit  Parade"  (Saturdays,  10  p.m.,  EDT)  will  show  the 
pitfalls  which  threaten  ambitious  youngsters  who  come  to  New  York  in 
search  of  a  theatrical  career.  Persuaded  by  a  confidence  man  that  the 
quickest  way  to  success  is  to  make  a  recording  which  he  will  send  to 
the  nation's  disc  jockeys,  the  girl  turns  over  her  life  savings  to  the 
sharper.  When  no  results  occur,  the  frightened  girl  returns  to  ask 
questions,  only  to  be  given  an  implausible  brush-off.  A  friendly 
musician  reveals  to  her  that  she  has  been  bilked  and  in  an  effort  to 
recover  her  money  Susan  appeals  to  the  Legal  Aid  Society.  Jason  Tyler 
(Gary  Merrill)  of  Legal  Aid  is  able  to  set  a  trap  for  the  con  man  and 
bring  him  to  justice. 

A  19-piece  orchestra  is  being  used  on  this  drama  for  the 
musical  sequences.  The  song,  "Hard  to  Get  "  was  written  by  Jack  and 
Madeline  Segal,  composers  of  "Scarlet  Ribbons"  and  other  currently 
popular  tunes . 

- o - 
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"TODAY’S"  PRETTY  MARY  KELLY  TO  BE  SERIES*  AMBASSADOR 
TO  AN  TOSTAL,  ANNUAL  SPRING  FESTIVAL  OF  IRELAND 

Pretty  Mary  Kelly  will  be  the  TODAY  show’s  official 
ambassador  to  An  Tostal,  the  annual  Spring  festival  of  Ireland,  And 
one  look  at  Mary,  whose  County  Mayo  ancestry  shines  out  of  her  every 
feature,  would  convince  anyone  that  the  program  could  not  have  made  a 
better  choice. 

As  one  "Today"  cohort  remarked:  "Once  they  get  her  in 
Ireland,  they’ll  never  let  her  come  back." 

Mary’s  duties  during  her  10-day  visit  to  Eire  will  involve 
coverage  of  An  Tostal,  with  its  colorful  pageantry,  horse  races  and 
horse  shows,  parades,  musical  events,  and  special  dramatic 
presentations . 

As  a  "Today"  writer  and  feature  editor,  Mary  will  supervise 
filming  of  some  of  the  events  of  the  festival,  as  well  as  supplying 
the  necessary  commentary  on  "Today." 

An  Tostal  is  celebrated  May  8  to  29;  Mary  leaves  the  United 
States  by  plane  Tuesday,  May  3,  arriving  back  home  May  15.  The  first 
report  on  the  festival  will  be  seen  on  "Today"  May  16. 

Mary,  a  fourth  generation  American,  has  made  two  trips  to 
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Europe,  the  last  one  during  the  summer  of  1954  when  she  acted  as 

J.  Fred  Mugg*s  chaperone  in  his  widely  heralded  around  the  world  tour. 

"This  time,"  she  sighs  thankfully,  "no  Muggs.  Not  that  I  don’t  love 
him,  but . .  " 

The  previous  trips  abroad  involved  stopping  twice  at  Shannon 
Airport,  but  that's  the  most  Mary  has  seen  of  the  country  of  her 
ancestors.  "I  expect  to  have  good  treatment,  though,"  she  remarks, 

"I  think  I’ll  try  to  meet  Sean  O’Kelly,  the  president  of  Eire.  We  just 
might  be  related  you  know."  And  they  might  be  at  that.  Mary’s  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Kelley... and  her  father’s,  of  course,  was  Kelly.  So 
with  such  a  doubled  barrelled  Kelly  background,  she  suspects  she's 
related  to  all  the  Kelly’s,  O'Kelly’s  and  Kelley's  in  Ireland. 

Although  she’s  always  wanted  to  visit  Ireland,  it  was  John 

Huston,  the  Hollywood  director,  once  a  guest  on  the  "Today"  program, 

who  convinced  Mary  that  she  should  try  to  get  "Today"  to  cover  An 
Tostal.  Huston  had  just  finished  making,  "The  Quiet  Man"  in  Ireland, 
and  came  away  with  a  deep  love  for  the  country. 

Mary’s  pitch  on  the  subject  to  "Today"  producers  worked,  and 
now,  she  says,  "everyone’s  after  me  to  bring  home  a  leprechaun  for 
them. " 

"I'm  going  to  have  a  wonderful  time,"  she  says,  "as  one 
official  at  the  Irish  Tourist  Bureau  told  me,  "You’ll  be  a  rarity  in 
Ireland,  pretty  and  unmarried,  and  unchaperoned." 

Mary  is  seen  regularly  on  "Today"  on  NBC-TV,  Monday  through 
Friday  from  7-9  a.m.,  EDT,  CDT  and  PDT. 
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'BIG  TOWN'  DRAMA  ON  TEACHER -STUDENT  PROBLEMS  WILL  BE  REPEATED; 

ORIGINAL  TELECAST  WAS  HAILED  BY  EDUCATORS  THROUGHOUT  U.S.A. 

The  BIG  TOWN  telecast  of  last  Jan.  12,  which  dealt  with  the 
basic  problem  of  relationship  between  teachers  and  students  brought 
forth  so  much  comment  --  especially  from  educators  --  that  it  will  be 
repeated  Wednesday,  May  18  (NBC-TV,  network  except  WRCA-TV,  10:30  p.m., 
EDT;  WRCA-TV  only,  Monday,  May  23,  10:30  p.m.,  EDT) . 

A  Kansas  teacher  of  3^  years  of  experience  wrote:  "Not 
teachers  only  --  but  all  right-thinking  citizens  --  must  realize  what 
a  debt  is  owed  to  such  persons  as  newspaperman  Wilson  and  his 
assistants,  and  certainly  to  those  whose  decision  it  was  to  present 
the  case  of  the  suspended  teacher.  Power  to  you  in  your  high  purpose 
and  courageous  action  to  preserve  a  decent  society." 

The  associate  editor  of  The  Nation's  Schools:  "That  was  a 
mighty  effective  pitch  you  made  for  the  support  of  public  schools.  It 
may  be  we  will  find  the  opportunity  of  quoting  from  it  in  an  early 
issue  of  The  Nation's  Schools." 

A  teacher  in  a  suburban  New  York  school:  "I  never  have  seen 
the  true  situation  put  forth  so  clearly,  honestly  unemotionally  and 
succinctly.  Your  treatment  was  neither  dripping  nor  daring  but  a 
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clear  exposition  of  the  facts  and  pressures  applied  to  the  harried 
school  teacher  and  the  creaking  administrative  machinery  of  our 
educational  system." 

Cleveland  high  school  teacher:  "Message  is  worthy  of 
consideration  by  all  parents  and  citizens  interested  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  our  nation  and  the  educating  of  youth  and  should  be  shown 
three  times  yearly." 

A  Washington,  D.C.,  teacher:  "As  a  teacher  I  felt  the 
script  was  excellent  and  I  felt  the  teacher  was  very  true  to  life." 

A  former  teacher  in  New  York:  "One  of  the  best,  most 
worthwhile  shows  ever  on  TV.  The  story  hit  home." 

A  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  teacher:  "It  had  the  ring  of  authenticity. 
As  a  teacher  I  appreciated  the  insight  into  our  lives  and  problems." 

A  Toledo,  Ohio,  teacher:  "One  of  the  best  helps  for  the 
teaching  profession." 

From  a  Paterson,  N.J.,  teacher:  "It  is  very  rare  that  the 
position  of  a  teacher  is  portrayed  so  graphically  without  sugar 
coating." 

A  Bayside  (N,J.)  teacher:  "Thanks  for  putting  into  words 
all  my  personal  feelings  about  being  a  school  teacher  under  the 
present  adverse  conditions  existing  in  our  society." 

A  retired  teacher  in  Michigan  City,  Ind.:  "Many  of  these 
unpleasant  happenings  and  low  salaries  are  the  chief  reasons  why  there 
is  such  a  great  shortage  of  teachers.  If  more  shows  of  this  type 
were  put  on,  the  general  public  would  become  aware  and  in  the  end 
public  and  teachers  together  would  benefit." 


NBC -New  York,  4/29/55 
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